
Usc Business Administration Major
Requirements

USC Business Administration Major Requirements are designed to equip students with a
comprehensive understanding of the business world. The University of Southern California (USC) is
renowned for its Marshall School of Business, providing a robust curriculum that prepares students for
various careers in the business sector. This article outlines the fundamental requirements for pursuing
a Business Administration major at USC, including admission prerequisites, core courses, elective
options, and other essential aspects that prospective students should consider.

Admission Requirements

Before students can embark on their journey to major in Business Administration at USC, they must
meet specific admission criteria. The following outlines the key components of the admission process:

Application Process: Students must submit their applications through the USC undergraduate1.
admissions portal. This includes a completed application form and payment of the application
fee.

High School Performance: A strong academic record is essential. USC typically looks for2.
students who have taken a rigorous course load, including Advanced Placement (AP) or
International Baccalaureate (IB) courses.

Standardized Test Scores: While USC has adopted a test-optional policy for some applicants,3.



submitting SAT or ACT scores can bolster an application. Students should check the current
guidelines to determine if they wish to submit their scores.

Personal Statement: Applicants must submit a personal statement that reflects their passion4.
for business and their long-term career goals.

Letters of Recommendation: Although not required, strong letters of recommendation can5.
enhance an applicant's profile.

Core Curriculum Requirements

Once admitted to USC, students pursuing a Business Administration major must complete a series of
core curriculum requirements. These courses provide foundational knowledge and skills essential for
any aspiring business professional.

General Education Requirements

USC mandates that all undergraduate students fulfill general education requirements. These courses
are designed to ensure a well-rounded education. Business Administration majors must complete
classes in the following areas:

Humanistic Inquiry

Social Analysis

Scientific Inquiry

Quantitative Reasoning

Arts and Letters

Business Core Courses

In addition to general education, Business Administration majors must complete a set of core business
courses. These are fundamental to understanding business principles and practices:

Introduction to Business

Financial Accounting



Managerial Accounting

Business Law

Business Finance

Microeconomics

Macroeconomics

Statistics for Business

Marketing

Management and Organization

Operations Management

Elective Course Requirements

After completing the core courses, students can tailor their education to their interests and career
goals by selecting elective courses. USC offers a wide range of electives, allowing students to
specialize in various areas of business. Some popular elective tracks include:

Specializations

Students may choose to specialize in one or more of the following areas:

Entrepreneurship

International Business

Marketing

Finance

Supply Chain Management

Internships and Practical Experience

USC encourages students to gain practical experience through internships and work-study



opportunities. These experiences are invaluable for applying theoretical knowledge in real-world
settings and can significantly enhance a student's resume.

Capstone and Graduation Requirements

To graduate with a Business Administration major, students must complete a capstone course. This
course typically involves a comprehensive project that integrates knowledge from various disciplines.
It’s an opportunity for students to demonstrate their ability to analyze and solve business problems.

Minimum GPA Requirement

Students must maintain a minimum grade point average (GPA) to remain in good standing within the
Business Administration program. USC typically requires a minimum GPA of 2.0 in major-related
courses, but students should aim for higher to ensure competitiveness in the job market.

Residency Requirements

Students must also complete a certain number of units in residence at USC. This typically includes at
least 32 of the last 64 units earned at the university.

Extracurricular Opportunities

Beyond academics, USC provides numerous extracurricular opportunities that can enhance a
student’s educational experience. These include:

Student Organizations: Joining business-related student organizations can provide
networking opportunities and practical experience in leadership and teamwork.

Networking Events: USC regularly hosts events with alumni and industry professionals,
allowing students to connect and learn from those already established in the field.

Career Fairs: These events provide students with opportunities to meet potential employers
and explore various industries.

Career Prospects for Business Administration
Graduates



Graduating with a Business Administration degree from USC opens doors to numerous career paths.
Graduates are well-prepared for roles in various sectors, including finance, marketing, management,
consulting, and entrepreneurship. The skills acquired through the program, combined with USC's
strong alumni network, significantly enhance job prospects.

Notable Employers

Some of the top employers seeking USC Business Administration graduates include:

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)

Goldman Sachs

Google

Apple

Hewlett-Packard (HP)

Conclusion

In summary, pursuing a Business Administration major at USC offers students a rigorous academic
experience, practical exposure, and ample opportunities for personal and professional development.
By understanding the USC Business Administration major requirements, prospective students
can better prepare themselves for a successful application and a rewarding educational journey. With
its esteemed faculty, rich resources, and strong alumni network, USC's Marshall School of Business
provides an environment conducive to developing the leaders of tomorrow in the dynamic world of
business.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core courses required for a Business
Administration major at USC?
The core courses typically include foundational subjects such as Financial Accounting, Managerial
Accounting, Business Law, Principles of Marketing, and Business Statistics.

Are there any prerequisites for entering the Business
Administration major at USC?
Yes, students must complete specific lower-division courses such as Introduction to Business,



Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, and Calculus before declaring the major.

Is there a minimum GPA requirement to declare a Business
Administration major at USC?
Yes, students generally need to maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 in their prerequisite courses to
declare the Business Administration major.

What elective options are available for USC Business
Administration majors?
USC offers a variety of electives including courses in entrepreneurship, international business,
finance, and management, allowing students to tailor their degree to their interests.

Can students pursue a dual degree with a Business
Administration major at USC?
Yes, USC allows students to pursue dual degrees, and many students pair the Business Administration
major with other disciplines such as Economics, Communications, or Data Science.

What opportunities for internships and practical experience
are available to USC Business Administration majors?
USC provides numerous internship opportunities through its extensive network, and students are
encouraged to participate in internships to gain practical experience and enhance their resumes.
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