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US History II CLEP is a crucial examination for students seeking to earn college credit in
U.S. history. This exam encompasses the historical period from the Reconstruction era
following the Civil War up to contemporary America. The College-Level Examination
Program (CLEP), managed by the College Board, allows students to demonstrate their
knowledge in specific subject areas, thereby potentially bypassing introductory courses and
saving on tuition costs. This article provides an in-depth look at the US History II CLEP, its
structure, content areas, preparation strategies, and its significance in higher education.

Overview of the US History II CLEP Exam

The US History II CLEP exam is designed to assess knowledge and understanding of the
major themes and events in U.S. history from approximately 1865 to the present. It consists
of multiple-choice questions that cover a wide array of topics, including:

- Political developments
- Social and cultural changes
- Economic trends
- Foreign relations



The exam typically comprises 120 questions and has a time limit of 90 minutes. Students
must achieve a minimum score to earn college credit, which varies by institution.

Content Areas

To effectively prepare for the US History II CLEP exam, it is essential to understand the key
content areas covered. The following sections outline the primary themes and significant
events included in the exam:

1. Political Developments

- Reconstruction Era (1865-1877): The challenges of reintegrating Southern states, the role
of the Freedmen’s Bureau, and the impact of Reconstruction amendments (13th, 14th, and
15th).
- Gilded Age Politics (1877-1900): The rise of political machines, significant legislation, and
the emergence of third parties.
- Progressive Era (1890-1920): Reforms aimed at addressing social issues, women's
suffrage, and the expansion of government powers.
- The Great Depression and New Deal (1929-1939): The causes of the economic downturn,
FDR's policies, and their long-term effects on American society and government.
- Post-World War II America (1945-1960): The Cold War, civil rights movement, and the
expansion of the middle class.

2. Social and Cultural Changes

- Industrialization and Urbanization: The shift from agrarian to industrial society, the rise of
cities, and the impact on American life.
- Civil Rights Movement (1950s-1960s): Key events and figures, including the Brown v.
Board of Education case, Martin Luther King Jr., and the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
- Social Movements of the 1960s and 1970s: Women's liberation, LGBTQ+ rights, and
environmentalism.
- Cultural Trends: The impact of media, music, and art on American society, including the
counterculture movement.

3. Economic Trends

- The Roaring Twenties: Economic prosperity, consumer culture, and the stock market crash
of 1929.
- Post-War Economic Boom: The rise of the suburbs, the baby boom, and the expansion of
the American economy.
- Globalization and Economic Change (1980s-Present): The shift towards a global economy,
technological advancements, and economic inequality.



4. Foreign Relations

- World War I and the Treaty of Versailles: America's role in the war and the impact of the
Treaty on international relations.
- World War II: Major battles, the home front, and post-war consequences.
- Cold War Conflicts: The Korean War, Vietnam War, and the Cuban Missile Crisis.
- Contemporary Foreign Policy: Issues like terrorism, globalization, and international trade
agreements.

Preparation Strategies for the US History II CLEP
Exam

Preparing for the US History II CLEP exam requires a strategic approach. Here are some
effective strategies to help students succeed:

1. Understand the Exam Format

Familiarize yourself with the structure of the exam. Knowing the types of questions and the
way they are phrased can significantly aid in preparation.

2. Develop a Study Plan

- Set a timeline: Determine how much time you can dedicate to studying each week leading
up to the exam date.
- Divide topics: Break down the content areas into manageable sections and allocate study
time for each.

3. Utilize Study Resources

- Textbooks and Review Guides: Use AP U.S. History textbooks, CLEP study guides, and
resources specifically designed for CLEP preparation.
- Online Courses and Videos: Platforms like Khan Academy and Coursera offer free
resources that can enhance understanding of complex topics.

4. Practice with Sample Questions

Taking practice tests can help identify strengths and weaknesses. Consider the following:

- Official CLEP practice exams: These are available for purchase and provide a realistic
testing experience.



- Third-party resources: Many educational websites offer free or inexpensive practice
questions tailored to the CLEP exam.

5. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can provide motivation and diverse perspectives on topics.
Consider:

- Local study groups: Find classmates or community members preparing for the same
exam.
- Online forums: Websites like Reddit and CLEP-specific forums can connect you with other
test-takers.

The Importance of the US History II CLEP Exam

The US History II CLEP exam holds significant value for several reasons:

1. Cost-Effective College Credit

Passing the CLEP exam can save students both time and money. The cost of the exam is
substantially lower than a full college course, allowing students to earn credits without
incurring heavy expenses.

2. Flexibility in Learning

The exam allows students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills in U.S. history, offering
flexibility for those who may not thrive in traditional classroom settings. This can be
particularly beneficial for adult learners or those with work commitments.

3. Accelerated Degree Completion

For students seeking to graduate sooner, passing the CLEP exam can help fulfill general
education requirements, enabling them to focus on their major courses.

Conclusion

In summary, the US History II CLEP exam is a valuable tool for students looking to gain
credit for their knowledge of U.S. history from 1865 to the present. By understanding the
exam structure, preparing effectively, and recognizing its benefits, students can take



significant steps toward their academic goals. Whether you are a high school student, an
adult learner, or someone returning to education, the US History II CLEP exam can provide
an opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge and advance your educational journey. With
the right preparation and resources, success on this exam is within reach.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the US History II CLEP exam?
The US History II CLEP exam is designed to assess a student's knowledge of U.S. history
from the end of the Civil War to the present, allowing them to earn college credit for
introductory-level history courses.

What topics are covered in the US History II CLEP
exam?
The exam covers a range of topics including Reconstruction, the Gilded Age, the
Progressive Era, World Wars I and II, the Cold War, civil rights movements, and
contemporary American society.

How is the US History II CLEP exam structured?
The US History II CLEP exam consists of approximately 120 multiple-choice questions that
must be completed in 90 minutes, testing a mix of factual knowledge and historical
analysis.

What resources are recommended for preparing for the
US History II CLEP exam?
Recommended resources include CLEP study guides, online practice tests, textbooks
covering U.S. history, and various educational websites that offer review materials and
flashcards.

What is the passing score for the US History II CLEP
exam?
The passing score for the US History II CLEP exam is typically around 50 to 60, depending
on the institution's policies, but it can vary, so it's important to check with the specific
college or university.
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