
Uua Fair Share Giving Guide

UUA Fair Share Giving Guide is a vital resource for Unitarian Universalist congregations as they navigate
financial contributions to their local communities and the broader Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA).
This guide serves as a framework for understanding the principles of fair share giving and how it can strengthen
both individual congregations and the larger Unitarian Universalist movement. By adopting fair share giving
practices, congregations can ensure sustainable funding for their missions, programs, and initiatives, while also
fostering a culture of generosity and shared responsibility.

Understanding Fair Share Giving

Fair share giving is based on the principles of equity and mutual support within a community. The goal is to
encourage congregations to contribute a fair portion of their resources to the UUA, which in turn supports
various programs, services, and resources that benefit all member congregations.

The Philosophy Behind Fair Share Giving

At its core, fair share giving is about recognizing the interconnectedness of Unitarian Universalist
congregations. The UUA provides essential resources, support, and advocacy that uplift local
congregations. By contributing fairly, congregations help ensure that these resources remain available for
everyone.

Key philosophical points include:

1. Shared Responsibility: Each congregation has a responsibility to contribute to the collective mission of the
UUA.
2. Equity: Fair share giving takes into account the varying capacities of congregations, allowing for
contributions that are proportional to their size and resources.
3. Sustainability: Providing regular support to the UUA ensures that it can continue to offer valuable



programs and services in the long term.

Determining Your Fair Share

Determining what constitutes a fair share for your congregation can be a nuanced process. The UUA suggests
a formula that takes into account the unique characteristics and financial health of each congregation.

Factors to Consider

When considering your congregation's fair share contribution, take into account the following factors:

1. Size of the Congregation: Larger congregations typically have greater financial resources and may be
expected to contribute more.
2. Annual Budget: Review your congregation’s annual budget to identify how much can be allocated to fair
share giving.
3. Membership Growth: If your congregation is experiencing growth, it may be feasible to increase your fair share
contribution to reflect that increase.
4. Community Needs: Consider the needs of your community and how your contribution can help address those
needs through UUA programs.

Calculating Your Fair Share Contribution

The UUA provides a recommended guideline for fair share contributions, often based on a percentage of a
congregation's annual budget. Here’s a simplified approach to calculating your fair share:

1. Determine Your Annual Budget: Start with your total budget for the year.
2. Select a Fair Share Percentage: The UUA suggests a range, often between 5-10% of your budget, depending
on the size and capacity of your congregation.
3. Calculate Your Contribution: Multiply your annual budget by your chosen percentage to arrive at your
fair share contribution.

For example, if your congregation has a budget of $100,000 and you decide on a 7% fair share contribution,
your calculation would be:

\[
Fair\ Share = Annual\ Budget \times Fair\ Share\ Percentage
\]

\[
Fair\ Share = 100,000 \times 0.07 = 7,000
\]

Thus, your fair share contribution would be $7,000.

Implementing Fair Share Giving in Your Congregation

Once you have determined your fair share contribution, the next step is to implement a fair share giving
strategy within your congregation.



Strategies for Encouraging Fair Share Giving

1. Educate Congregants: Share the importance of fair share giving and how it benefits the entire UUA community.
Hold workshops or informational sessions to engage members.
2. Create a Budget Line Item: Include the fair share contribution as a line item in your annual budget to ensure it
is prioritized.
3. Encourage Pledging: Encourage members to make pledges towards the fair share contribution during
stewardship campaigns.
4. Celebrate Contributions: Recognize and celebrate the congregation's efforts in fair share giving, highlighting
how these contributions make a difference.

The Impact of Fair Share Giving

Fair share giving can have a profound impact on both the local congregation and the UUA as a whole.

Benefits for Congregations

1. Strengthened Community: Contributing to the UUA fosters a sense of belonging and partnership with other
congregations.
2. Access to Resources: Financial contributions enable congregations to access valuable resources, training,
and support from the UUA.
3. Enhanced Mission Fulfillment: With adequate funding, congregations can better fulfill their missions and
serve their communities effectively.

Benefits for the UUA

1. Sustainable Funding: Fair share contributions provide the UUA with a reliable source of funding to maintain
and expand its programs and services.
2. Broader Impact: Increased contributions enable the UUA to advocate for social justice, support
congregational growth, and engage in meaningful community outreach.
3. Stronger Network: A well-funded UUA can better connect congregations, facilitating collaboration and
shared initiatives across the movement.

Challenges and Solutions in Fair Share Giving

While fair share giving is a noble goal, congregations may face challenges in implementing it effectively.

Common Challenges

1. Financial Constraints: Some congregations may struggle with limited financial resources, making it difficult
to contribute a fair share.
2. Lack of Awareness: Congregants may not fully understand the importance of fair share giving and how it
impacts their community.
3. Resistance to Change: Long-standing traditions or practices may hinder the adoption of fair share giving.



Strategies to Overcome Challenges

1. Transparent Communication: Clearly communicate the financial health of the congregation and the
importance of fair share contributions.
2. Flexible Contributions: Allow congregations to adjust their fair share contributions based on financial
circumstances, emphasizing the importance of participation over the amount.
3. Foster a Culture of Generosity: Encourage a broader culture of generosity within the congregation, where
contributions are seen as a collective effort.

Conclusion

The UUA Fair Share Giving Guide serves as an essential tool for Unitarian Universalist congregations striving
to fulfill their responsibilities to the larger community. By understanding the philosophies, determining fair share
contributions, implementing effective strategies, and overcoming challenges, congregations can strengthen their
ties to the UUA and enhance their collective impact. Fair share giving is not just about financial contributions;
it is about building a robust network of support, shared values, and a commitment to making the world a
better place. As congregations embrace the principles of fair share giving, they will not only contribute to
their own sustainability but also empower the entire Unitarian Universalist movement to thrive.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the UUA Fair Share Giving Guide?
The UUA Fair Share Giving Guide is a resource provided by the Unitarian Universalist Association to help
congregations determine appropriate levels of financial contributions based on their size and capacity.

How does the UUA Fair Share Giving Guide determine fair share amounts?
The guide suggests fair share amounts based on a percentage of a household's income, considering factors such
as the congregation's budget needs and community demographics.

Why is fair share giving important for Unitarian Universalist
congregations?
Fair share giving is important as it promotes equitable financial support for congregational programs, ensures
sustainability, and fosters a culture of shared responsibility among members.

What are some factors that influence an individual's fair share giving level?
Factors include household income, financial obligations, personal values regarding philanthropy, and the
financial health of the congregation.

How can congregations utilize the UUA Fair Share Giving Guide effectively?
Congregations can use the guide to set realistic giving goals, encourage transparency in financial discussions,
and engage members in the stewardship process.

Is the UUA Fair Share Giving Guide updated regularly?
Yes, the UUA Fair Share Giving Guide is periodically reviewed and updated to reflect changes in economic
conditions and congregational needs.



How can members of a congregation calculate their fair share contribution?
Members can calculate their fair share contribution by assessing their annual income and applying the suggested
percentage guidelines outlined in the UUA Fair Share Giving Guide.

What resources are available alongside the UUA Fair Share Giving Guide?
In addition to the guide, the UUA offers workshops, webinars, and support materials to assist congregations
in implementing effective stewardship practices.
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Discover the UUA Fair Share Giving Guide to enhance your support for Unitarian Universalism.
Learn more about equitable giving practices today!
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