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The Ortho Whirlybird is a versatile and efficient gardening tool designed to make the process of planting,
maintaining, and managing your garden easier and more enjoyable. This user manual provides detailed instructions
on how to use the Ortho Whirlybird effectively, ensuring that you harness its full potential. From its
assembly to maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety precautions, this guide covers everything you need to
know to get started with your Ortho Whirlybird.

Product Overview

The Ortho Whirlybird is designed to help gardeners apply granular products such as fertilizers, herbicides, and
seeds with ease. Its unique design allows for even distribution, ensuring that your garden gets the nutrients it
needs without waste. The Whirlybird is adjustable, enabling users to control the flow rate based on the type
of material being used.

Key Features

- Adjustable Flow Rate: Customize the amount of product dispensed.
- Durable Construction: Built to withstand outdoor conditions.
- Easy to Use: Simple operation makes it suitable for all gardening levels.



- Lightweight Design: Easy to carry and maneuver in the garden.
- Wide Coverage: Efficiently spreads materials over a broad area.

Assembly Instructions

Before using your Ortho Whirlybird, it is essential to assemble it correctly. Follow these steps for proper
assembly:

1. Unpack the Unit: Carefully remove the Whirlybird and all components from the packaging.
2. Identify Parts: Ensure you have the following parts:
- Spreading disc
- Handle
- Hopper
- Flow control lever
- Wheel assembly
3. Attach the Handle: Connect the handle to the hopper by aligning the holes and securing them with the
provided screws.
4. Install the Spreading Disc: Place the spreading disc onto the hopper's base, ensuring it clicks into place
securely.
5. Attach the Wheels: Fix the wheels to the base of the hopper. Make sure they rotate freely.
6. Adjust the Flow Control Lever: Set the lever to your desired flow rate, but leave it in the closed position
until you are ready to use it.

Using the Ortho Whirlybird

Using the Ortho Whirlybird is straightforward. Follow these steps to achieve optimal results:

Preparation

1. Choose the Right Product: Select the granular product you intend to use (fertilizer, seed, herbicide, etc.).
2. Check the Weather: Avoid using the Whirlybird in windy conditions to prevent uneven distribution.
3. Adjust the Flow Rate: Based on the product guidelines, adjust the flow rate via the control lever.

Application Steps

1. Fill the Hopper: Open the hopper lid and pour in the granular product. Do not overfill; leave some space for
airflow.
2. Close the Lid: Ensure the lid is securely closed to prevent spillage.
3. Start Spreading:
- Push the Whirlybird forward over the area you want to treat.
- Gradually pull the flow control lever to begin dispensing the product.
4. Maintain Steady Pace: Move at a consistent speed to ensure even distribution.
5. Overlap Passes: For large areas, slightly overlap your passes to avoid missed spots.

Post-Application Care

- Clean the Hopper: After use, empty any remaining product from the hopper. Clean it with warm, soapy water
to prevent clogs.



- Store Properly: Keep the Whirlybird in a dry place to prevent rust and degradation of materials.

Maintenance

To ensure the longevity and efficiency of your Ortho Whirlybird, regular maintenance is essential. Here are
some maintenance tips:

1. Inspect Regularly: Check the spreading disc and wheels for wear and tear.
2. Lubricate Moving Parts: Apply a light lubricant to the wheel axles and flow control mechanisms
periodically.
3. Replace Worn Parts: If any components are damaged or worn, replace them immediately to maintain
performance.
4. Store in a Dry Area: Prevent moisture accumulation by storing the Whirlybird indoors or in a covered area.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with proper use and care, you may encounter some issues with your Ortho Whirlybird. Here are common
problems and their solutions:

Uneven Distribution

- Cause: Flow rate set too high or too low.
- Solution: Adjust the flow control lever to the recommended setting for the product being used.

Clogged Spreader

- Cause: Moisture or residue build-up.
- Solution: Clean the spreading disc and hopper thoroughly after each use.

Wheels Not Turning Smoothly

- Cause: Dirt or debris lodged in wheel assembly.
- Solution: Remove the wheels, clean them, and apply lubricant if necessary.

Safety Precautions

Using the Ortho Whirlybird is generally safe, but it is important to observe certain precautions:

- Read Product Labels: Always read the labels of the products you are using to follow application
instructions carefully.
- Wear Protective Gear: Consider wearing gloves, a mask, and goggles when handling chemicals to avoid skin
and respiratory irritation.
- Keep Away from Children and Pets: Ensure that the area is clear of children and pets during application.
- Store Chemicals Safely: Store any granular products in a secure location, away from direct sunlight and
moisture.



Conclusion

The Ortho Whirlybird is an invaluable tool for anyone looking to enhance their gardening experience. With its
ease of use, adjustable features, and efficient design, it makes the application of granular products
straightforward and effective. By following this user manual, you can ensure that you get the best out of
your Ortho Whirlybird while maintaining safety and efficiency in your gardening tasks. Happy gardening!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Ortho Whirlybird used for?
The Ortho Whirlybird is primarily used for applying granular fertilizers and pesticides evenly across lawns and
gardens.

How do you assemble the Ortho Whirlybird?
To assemble the Ortho Whirlybird, attach the handle to the base, secure the hopper lid, and ensure the spreader
plate is properly positioned.

What type of fertilizer can I use with the Ortho Whirlybird?
You can use granular fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides that are suitable for spreaders. Always check the
product label for compatibility.

How do you adjust the spread rate on the Ortho Whirlybird?
Adjust the spread rate by turning the control knob located on the handle to the desired setting, which will
regulate the flow of the material.

Can the Ortho Whirlybird be used on wet grass?
It's recommended to use the Ortho Whirlybird on dry grass to ensure even distribution and prevent clogging of
the spreader.

What maintenance is required for the Ortho Whirlybird?
Regularly clean the hopper and spreader plate after use, check for clogs, and lubricate moving parts to ensure
smooth operation.

How do I clean the Ortho Whirlybird after use?
To clean the Ortho Whirlybird, empty any remaining material, rinse the hopper and spreader plate with water,
and let it dry completely.

Is the Ortho Whirlybird suitable for large lawns?
Yes, the Ortho Whirlybird is suitable for large lawns, but for very large areas, consider using a motorized
spreader for efficiency.

What is the capacity of the Ortho Whirlybird hopper?
The Ortho Whirlybird typically has a hopper capacity of around 3,000 square feet, depending on the specific
model.



Where can I find the user manual for the Ortho Whirlybird?
The user manual for the Ortho Whirlybird can be found on the Ortho website under the support section or
included in the packaging upon purchase.
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