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Valedictorian, salutatorian, and historian are three prominent roles that
students can hold during their graduation ceremonies, each carrying its own
set of responsibilities and honors. Understanding the distinctions between
these titles can help students navigate their academic journey and set their
sights on achieving these prestigious positions. In this comprehensive guide,
we will delve into the definitions, roles, and importance of valedictorians,
salutatorians, and historians in the context of high school and college
graduation ceremonies.

Understanding the Roles

What is a Valedictorian?

The valedictorian is typically the student with the highest academic
achievement in their graduating class. This honor is often determined by a
combination of factors, including:

Grade Point Average (GPA)
e Course difficulty

Standardized test scores

e Fxtracurricular involvement

The valedictorian is responsible for delivering the commencement speech,
which is a significant moment during the graduation ceremony. This speech



often reflects on the journey of the graduating class, highlights memorable
moments, and offers words of wisdom as graduates embark on the next chapter
of their lives.

What is a Salutatorian?

The salutatorian is the student who ranks second in academic achievement
within their graduating class. Like the valedictorian, the selection criteria
may include GPA, course rigor, and other academic metrics.

The primary responsibility of the salutatorian is to deliver the salutatory
address, which serves as a welcome to guests and fellow graduates. While the
valedictorian's speech often looks back, the salutatorian's speech typically
focuses on the future and the potential of the graduating class.

What is a Historian?

The historian is a less commonly recognized title compared to valedictorian
and salutatorian, but it holds its own significance. The historian’s role 1is
to document the events and experiences of the graduating class throughout the
school year. Their responsibilities might include:

Creating a yearbook or memory book

Gathering and organizing photos and stories
e Compiling a record of significant events and achievements

e Presenting a summary of the year during the ceremony

The historian's work is crucial for preserving memories and creating a
lasting legacy for the graduating class.

Criteria for Selection

Valedictorian Selection Criteria

The criteria for selecting a valedictorian can vary by school, but generally
include:

1. Academic performance: A strong GPA is essential, often with additional
weight given to honors or Advanced Placement (AP) courses.

2. Participation in extracurricular activities: Involvement in clubs,
sports, or community service can enhance a student's appeal.

3. Standardized test scores: Some schools consider test scores (like SAT or



ACT) alongside academic performance.

4. Teacher recommendations: Some schools may require or consider
recommendations from faculty members.

Salutatorian Selection Criteria

The selection criteria for the salutatorian are often similar to those of the
valedictorian, with a focus on academic excellence. The primary differences
may lie in the specific academic achievements that separate the two
positions.

Historian Selection Criteria

The historian is usually selected based on:

e Leadership qualities: The historian must be organized and capable of
overseeing the documentation process.

e Creativity: An eye for design and storytelling is essential for creating
engaging and memorable yearbooks or presentations.

e Involvement: Active participation in school events and a genuine
interest in preserving memories are important.

The Importance of Each Role

Impact of the Valedictorian

The valedictorian often serves as a role model for their peers. Their
achievements can inspire other students to strive for academic excellence.
Additionally, the wvaledictorian's speech can leave a lasting impression on
the audience, making it a meaningful part of the graduation ceremony.

Impact of the Salutatorian

The salutatorian plays a vital role in recognizing the accomplishments of the
graduating class. By delivering a thoughtful and engaging address, they
contribute to the overall atmosphere of celebration and reflection. The
salutatorian's perspective can provide balance to the valedictorian's
address, emphasizing both past achievements and future aspirations.



Impact of the Historian

The historian's contributions ensure that the memories of the graduating
class are preserved for years to come. By documenting events and
achievements, the historian creates a tangible reminder of the experiences
shared by classmates. This role fosters a sense of community and belonging
among graduates, allowing them to look back fondly on their time together.

How to Become a Valedictorian, Salutatorian, or
Historian

Tips for Aspiring Valedictorians and Salutatorians

1. Maintain a Strong Academic Record: Focus on achieving high grades in all
your classes, particularly in honors or AP courses.

2. Get Involved: Participate in extracurricular activities that interest you.
Leadership roles can enhance your profile.

3. Seek Help When Needed: Don’t hesitate to reach out to teachers or peers
for assistance if you struggle with certain subjects.

4. Prepare for Standardized Tests: Invest time in studying for tests that may
affect your standing.

5. Build Relationships with Faculty: Positive relationships can lead to
strong recommendations.

Tips for Aspiring Historians

1. Be Detail-Oriented: Pay attention to details, as documentation requires
accuracy.

2. Get Involved in School Events: Actively participate in school functions to
gather information and materials for documentation.

3. Develop Creative Skills: Enhance your skills in photography, writing, and
design to make your documentation engaging.

4. Network with Peers: Collaborate with classmates to gather stories and
memories, creating a more comprehensive history.

5. Stay Organized: Keep all materials and information well-organized to
streamline the documentation process.

Conclusion

The roles of valedictorian, salutatorian, and historian are wvital components
of the graduation experience, each contributing uniquely to the ceremony and
the legacy of the graduating class. By understanding these positions,
students can set meaningful academic and personal goals as they navigate
their educational journeys. Whether aiming for the top academic spot or the
role of historian, each position offers an opportunity to make a lasting
impact on peers and the school community.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary role of a valedictorian?

The primary role of a valedictorian is to deliver a farewell speech at
graduation, reflecting on the experiences of the graduating class and
inspiring their peers as they move forward.

How is the valedictorian typically chosen?

The valedictorian is usually chosen based on academic performance, often
holding the highest GPA in the graduating class, although some schools may
have additional criteria.

What responsibilities does a salutatorian have?

The salutatorian typically delivers the welcoming speech at graduation and
may also represent the student body in certain ceremonial duties, often
focusing on gratitude and the community.

Is the role of salutatorian always second in academic
ranking?

Yes, the salutatorian is generally the student with the second highest GPA in
the graduating class, though this can vary by school.

What does a historian do in a school context?

In a school context, a historian is responsible for documenting events,
milestones, and activities throughout the school year, often compiling a
yearbook or maintaining a record of the school’s history.

Can a student hold multiple titles like valedictorian
and historian?

Yes, a student can hold multiple titles such as valedictorian, salutatorian,
or historian, depending on their academic achievements and the roles
designated by the school.

What skills are important for a valedictorian when
preparing their speech?

Important skills for a valedictorian include public speaking, writing, and
the ability to connect emotionally with the audience, as well as reflecting
on the shared experiences of their classmates.

Are there any traditions associated with the roles of
valedictorian and salutatorian?

Yes, traditions often include the valedictorian and salutatorian wearing
special cords or stoles during the graduation ceremony and presenting
speeches that highlight their class's journey.



How do historians contribute to the school community?

Historians contribute to the school community by preserving memories,
fostering school spirit, and providing a sense of continuity and identity
through their documentation of events and achievements.
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favorite dragon fruit variety
Feb 8, 2015 - The Grossberger family owns Condor Growers in Camarillo, California. Condor
Growers is a private grower of specialty agricultural products, primarily cherimoya and ...

3-sided vs 4-sided dragon fruit - Tropical Fruit Forum
Aug 11, 2016 - So, I have some dragon fruit plants that I have grown from seed. I bought the fruits in

different areas of the world at farmer's markets. Both dark red flesh and very tasty, so1 ...

Hylocereus Species, Dragon Fruit, Fire Dragon Fruit, Pitajaya
Check out the largest plant identification database in the world. Read plant and insect reference

guides at Daves Garden.

Dragon Fruit Trellis idea? - Tropical Fruit Forum
Apr 17, 2024 - I plan on planting the dragon fruit plants between the two trellises and letting them
grow horizontally along the ground until they reach the post and can go vertical up the post. I ...

Cacti and Succulents:What is happening to my dragon fruit?
Sep 20, 2010 - Baja, is dragon fruit considered a cactus, succulant, euphorbia or epyphyllum or some
other genus. This is my first year growing epis and I'm starting to get interested in the ...

Dragon Fruit Self Fertile or Cross pollination Test - Tropical Fruit ...
Aug 26, 2019 - Re: Dragon Fruit Self Fertile or Cross pollination Test « Reply #7 on: August 21,
2019, 01:29:08 PM » Might not be great quality but simple low tech approach would be to use ...

Is anyone working on a Dragon fruit breeding line? - Tropical Fruit ...
Apr 17, 2024 - Is anyone working on a Dragon fruit breeding line? « on: November 16, 2022,
04:48:34 PM » Similar to the Asunta line, is anyone working on their range of hybrids or ...

Dragon Fruit in Containers
Apr 17, 2024 - Re: Dragon Fruit in Containers « Reply #5 on: January 13, 2014, 07:11:52 AM »
Thank you so much for your insights, it will help me a lot in my atempt to grow dragonfruit!

Mattslandscape.com - Dave's Garden
Some of the other sellers on eBay sell very small cuttings that don't take and plants with just a few
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small roots. I also highly recommend looking at Matt's website for the descriptions of each ...

Dragon Fruit thread. - Tropical Fruit Forum
Jul 3, 2025 - Dragon fruit in containers is a great way to go, especially with unique varieties like
Purple Haze, Physical Graffiti, and Yellow Dragon - each of those has such distinct flavor ...

Valedictorian - Wikipedia
The valedictorian is generally determined by an academic institution's grade point average (GPA)
system but other methods of selection may be factored in such as volunteer work, scholastic ...
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VALEDICTORIAN | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
VALEDICTORIAN definition: 1. a student who has the highest grades in his or her graduating class
in high school and who makes.... Learn more.

VALEDICTORIAN Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
The meaning of VALEDICTORIAN is the student usually having the highest rank in a graduating

class who delivers the valedictory address at the commencement exercises.
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valedictorian - Wiktionary, the free dictionary
Jun 11, 2025 - valedictorian (plural valedictorians) (US, Canada, properly) The individual in a
graduating class who delivers the farewell or valedictory address, often the person who ...

VALEDICTORIAN definition in American English | Collins English ...

A valedictorian is the student who has the highest grade point average in their class when they
graduate from high school or college, and who gives a speech at their graduation ceremony.

What's a Valedictorian? Defining High School's Top Honor
At most high schools, the valedictorian is the top student in the class as determined by GPA. Some

schools use weighted GPAs while others use unweighted GPAs, and this may affect the ...

Explore the roles of valedictorian
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