Velux Curb Mounted Skylight Installation
Instructions

Velux curb mounted skylight installation instructions provide a vital guide
for homeowners and contractors looking to enhance their living spaces with
natural light. A curb mounted skylight offers numerous benefits, including
improved energy efficiency, aesthetic appeal, and the ability to vent hot air
from a room, making it an attractive option for homes. Proper installation is
critical to ensuring that the skylight functions effectively and remains
leak—-free over time. This article will outline the necessary steps, tools,
and considerations to keep in mind when installing a Velux curb mounted
skylight.

Understanding Velux Curb Mounted Skylights

Before diving into the installation process, it's important to understand
what a curb mounted skylight is and how it differs from other types.

What is a Curb Mounted Skylight?

A curb mounted skylight is designed to be installed on a raised curb that is
built into the roof structure. This type of skylight:



— Offers Better Weather Resistance: The raised curb helps direct water away
from the skylight, minimizing the risk of leaks.

— Enhances Ventilation Options: Many curb mounted models include operable
vents to improve airflow in a space.

— Provides Versatility: These skylights can be used on various roof pitches,
making them suitable for a wide range of architectural styles.

Benefits of Installing a Velux Curb Mounted Skylight

1. Natural Light: Skylights allow more sunlight to penetrate into your living
space, which can enhance mood and reduce energy costs.

2. Energy Efficiency: Velux skylights are designed with energy-efficient
glass that can help regulate indoor temperatures.

3. Increased Home Value: A well-installed skylight can increase the aesthetic
appeal and value of your home.

4. Ventilation: Operable models can help reduce indoor humidity and improve
air quality.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before beginning the installation process, gather the following tools and
materials:

Tools

- Measuring tape

— Circular saw

— Hammer

— Nail gun or hammer and nails
— Level

— Caulking gun

— Screwdriver

- Safety goggles

— Ladder

Materials

— Velux curb mounted skylight

— Flashing kit (specific to Velux)

— Wood for the curb frame (typically 2x4s)
— Roof underlayment

— Roofing shingles (if applicable)

- Sealing tape

— Insulation (if necessary)

Installation Process

The installation of a Velux curb mounted skylight can be broken down into



several steps. It is crucial to follow these instructions closely to ensure a
successful installation.

Step 1: Planning and Preparation

1. Choose the Location: Determine the best location for the skylight.
Consider factors such as sunlight exposure, roof structure, and interior
layout.

2. Check Local Building Codes: Verify that your installation complies with
local building regulations and obtain any necessary permits.

3. Measure and Mark: Use a measuring tape to mark the dimensions of the
skylight on the roof. Ensure that the marks are square and level.

Step 2: Constructing the Curb

1. Cut the Roof Opening: Carefully cut out the marked area on the roof using
a circular saw. Be cautious of any roof rafters or electrical wiring.

2. Build the Curb Frame: Construct a curb using 2x4 lumber. The curb should
be taller than the thickness of the roofing material and the skylight frame.
- Measure and cut the lumber to the appropriate lengths.

— Assemble the frame using nails or screws, ensuring it is square and level.
3. Install the Curb: Secure the curb frame to the roof using nails. Ensure it
is well anchored and sealed against the roof deck.

Step 3: Installing the Skylight

1. Prepare the Skylight: Unbox the Velux skylight and ensure all components
are included as per the manufacturer’s instructions.

2. Position the Skylight: Carefully place the skylight onto the curb,
ensuring it fits snugly and is centered over the opening.

3. Secure the Skylight: Follow the manufacturer's instructions to attach the
skylight to the curb using screws. Ensure it is properly sealed.

4. Install Flashing: Use the flashing kit provided by Velux. Properly install
the flashing to protect against water intrusion.

— Begin with the bottom flashing piece, followed by the side flashing, and
finally the top flashing.

— Use roofing cement or caulk to seal any Jjoints and ensure a watertight
installation.

Step 4: Finishing Touches

1. Insulate Around the Curb: If applicable, add insulation around the curb to
improve energy efficiency.

2. Install Roof Underlayment: Lay down the underlayment around the skylight
according to local building practices.

3. Shingle Installation: If your roof has shingles, cut them to fit around
the skylight and securely nail them in place. Ensure that they overlap the
flashing to prevent leaks.

4. Seal All Edges: Use caulk or sealant to seal any exposed edges or joints.
This step is critical for preventing water intrusion.



Step 5: Final Inspection

1. Check for Level and Alignment: Ensure that the skylight is properly
aligned and level. Make adjustments as necessary.

2. Inspect for Leaks: If possible, wait for a rainy day or simulate rain with
a hose to check for leaks. Inspect all seams and flashing to ensure they are
watertight.

3. Clean Up: Remove any debris and tools from the area. Dispose of old
roofing material according to local regulations.

Maintenance Tips for Velux Curb Mounted
Skylights

To ensure the longevity and functionality of your skylight, regular
maintenance is essential. Here are some tips:

— Clean the Glass: Regularly clean the skylight glass to maximize light
transmission.

— Inspect Seals and Flashing: Periodically check the seals and flashing for
any signs of wear or damage.

— Clear Debris: Remove any leaves, branches, or debris that may collect
around the skylight to prevent water buildup.

— Check for Condensation: Monitor for condensation inside the skylight, which
could indicate ventilation issues.

Conclusion

Installing a Velux curb mounted skylight can transform your living space by
introducing natural light while enhancing energy efficiency. By following the
detailed installation instructions outlined in this article, homeowners and
contractors can successfully complete the project and enjoy the numerous
benefits that skylights provide. Remember to prioritize safety, adhere to
local building regulations, and conduct regular maintenance to ensure the
skylight remains in optimal condition for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the first steps in installing a Velux curb
mounted skylight?

Start by measuring the opening in your roof where the skylight will be
installed. Ensure you have the proper tools and materials ready, including
the skylight, flashing kit, and any necessary roofing materials.

Do I need a permit to install a Velux curb mounted
skylight?

Yes, 1t is often required to obtain a building permit for skylight
installation. Check with your local building authority for specific



regulations.

What type of flashing is recommended for Velux curb
mounted skylights?

Velux recommends using their specific flashing kits designed for curb mounted
skylights to ensure proper weatherproofing and drainage.

How can I ensure the skylight is properly sealed?

Use a high-quality roofing sealant around the edges of the skylight and
ensure the flashing is installed correctly to prevent leaks.

What tools do I need for the installation?

Common tools required include a tape measure, level, roofing knife, hammer,
nails, a drill, and safety equipment like gloves and goggles.

What kind of roof materials can I install a Velux
skylight on?

Velux curb mounted skylights can be installed on various roof types,
including asphalt shingles, metal, and tile roofs, following the specific
installation instructions for each type.

How do I measure the opening for the skylight
installation?

Measure the width and length of the curb that will hold the skylight,
ensuring to follow Velux’s sizing guidelines for the specific model you are
installing.

Can I install a Velux curb mounted skylight myself?

If you have experience with roofing and construction, you may be able to
install it yourself. However, it is recommended to hire a professional for
optimal results.

What should I do if I encounter issues during
installation?

Refer to the Velux installation manual for troubleshooting tips, or contact
Velux customer support for assistance if you encounter challenges.

How do I maintain my Velux curb mounted skylight
after installation?

Regularly check for debris on the skylight and clean it with mild soap and
water. Inspect the flashing and seals annually to ensure they are intact and
functioning properly.
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