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VB MAPP Assessment Kit is an essential tool for professionals working with children with autism
and related developmental disabilities. Developed by Dr. Mark L. Sundberg, the VB MAPP (Verbal
Behavior Milestones Assessment and Placement Program) is designed to assess and track the verbal
behavior of children, providing valuable insights into their communication skills and learning
potential. This comprehensive assessment kit serves as a guide to help educators, therapists, and
parents create effective intervention strategies tailored to each child's needs.

Understanding the VB MAPP Assessment Kit

The VB MAPP is not just an assessment tool; it is also a curriculum guide and progress-monitoring
system. The kit is based on B.F. Skinner's analysis of verbal behavior and emphasizes the
importance of language development in children with autism. The assessment focuses on five key
areas:

e Milestones Assessment

e Barriers Assessment

e Transition Assessment

e Task Analysis

e Data Collection

Each component serves a specific purpose in evaluating a child's current capabilities and creating a
roadmap for future development.



Components of the VB MAPP Assessment Kit

The VB MAPP Assessment Kit includes several components that work together to provide a
comprehensive evaluation of a child's verbal behavior:

1. Milestones Assessment
The Milestones Assessment consists of 16 developmental milestones that are categorized into

different domains. These milestones are designed to assess a child's language and social skills
across various age ranges. The areas covered include:

e Mand (requesting)

e Tact (labeling)

¢ Intraverbal (conversation)

e Echoic (repeating)

e Listener skills (comprehension)

The assessment allows practitioners to identify where a child is excelling and where additional
support may be needed.

2. Barriers Assessment
The Barriers Assessment helps identify obstacles that may hinder a child's progress. This section

examines various barriers such as:
e Lack of motivation
« Difficulty with social interactions
e Limited communication skills

e Behavioral issues

Understanding these barriers is crucial for developing effective intervention strategies.

3. Transition Assessment

The Transition Assessment focuses on preparing children for the next steps in their learning journey.
This component evaluates a child's readiness for transitioning from one educational setting to
another or from one level of skill to the next. It helps educators plan for future learning goals and
create a smooth transition process.



4. Task Analysis

Task Analysis breaks down complex skills into manageable steps. This component helps educators
and therapists develop specific teaching strategies by outlining the necessary steps a child must
take to master a skill. It is particularly useful for teaching daily living skills and academic tasks.

5. Data Collection

The Data Collection component of the VB MAPP enables practitioners to monitor a child's progress
over time. By collecting data on a child's performance, educators can make informed decisions
regarding their interventions and adjust their teaching strategies accordingly.

Benefits of Using the VB MAPP Assessment Kit

The VB MAPP Assessment Kit offers numerous benefits for children with autism and their
caregivers. Some of the key advantages include:

1. Comprehensive Evaluation

The VB MAPP provides a thorough assessment of a child's verbal behavior, allowing for a better
understanding of their strengths and weaknesses. This comprehensive evaluation is essential for
developing individualized intervention plans.

2. Evidence-Based Approach

The VB MAPP is grounded in research and best practices in the field of applied behavior analysis
(ABA). This evidence-based approach ensures that the assessment and subsequent interventions are
effective in promoting language development and overall skill acquisition.

3. Facilitates Goal Setting

By identifying specific milestones and barriers, the VB MAPP helps educators and therapists set
realistic and achievable goals for each child. This targeted approach enhances the likelihood of
successful outcomes.

4. Supports Data-Driven Decision Making

The data collection component of the VB MAPP enables practitioners to track progress and make
informed decisions based on empirical evidence. This data-driven approach ensures that
interventions are tailored to meet the evolving needs of each child.

5. Engages Parents and Caregivers

The VB MAPP encourages collaboration between professionals and families. By involving parents
and caregivers in the assessment process, they can better understand their child's needs and



actively participate in their learning journey.

How to Implement the VB MAPP Assessment Kit

Implementing the VB MAPP Assessment Kit requires careful planning and execution. Here are the
key steps to follow:

1. Training and Familiarization

Before using the VB MAPP, professionals should undergo training to ensure they are familiar with
the assessment components and procedures. This training may involve workshops, online courses, or
mentorship from experienced practitioners.

2. Conducting the Assessment

Once trained, practitioners can begin the assessment process. This involves observing the child,
collecting data, and completing the Milestones and Barriers assessments. It is essential to create a
comfortable and supportive environment for the child during assessment sessions.

3. Analyzing Results

After completing the assessment, practitioners should analyze the results to identify strengths,
weaknesses, and barriers. This analysis will guide the development of individualized intervention
plans.

4. Developing Intervention Strategies

Based on the assessment results, educators and therapists can create targeted intervention
strategies. These strategies should align with the child's strengths and address any barriers
identified during the assessment.

5. Monitoring Progress

Regularly monitoring a child's progress is crucial for ensuring the effectiveness of the intervention
strategies. Practitioners should collect data consistently and make adjustments to the intervention
plan as needed.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the VB MAPP Assessment Kit is a vital resource for professionals working with
children with autism and related developmental disabilities. Its comprehensive approach to
assessing verbal behavior, identifying barriers, and tracking progress makes it an invaluable tool for



creating effective interventions. By implementing the VB MAPP, educators and therapists can
promote communication skills and enhance the learning experiences of children with autism,
ultimately fostering their independence and success in various settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the VB-MAPP assessment kit used for?

The VB-MAPP assessment kit is used to assess the language and social skills of children with autism
and other developmental disabilities. It provides a framework for evaluating a child's verbal behavior
and identifying areas that require intervention.

How is the VB-MAPP different from other assessment tools?

The VB-MAPP focuses specifically on verbal behavior and the principles of applied behavior analysis
(ABA). Unlike other tools, it emphasizes the child's functional communication skills and includes a
detailed assessment of both language and social interactions.

What are the components included in the VB-MAPP
assessment kit?

The VB-MAPP assessment kit includes the assessment manual, protocols for scoring, data collection
forms, a guide for intervention planning, and a progress tracking system to help measure a child's
development over time.

How can educators and therapists implement the VB-MAPP in
their programs?

Educators and therapists can implement the VB-MAPP by first conducting the assessment to identify
the child's strengths and weaknesses. They can then use the results to develop individualized
teaching plans and track progress through ongoing assessments and data collection.

Is the VB-MAPP suitable for all children with developmental
disabilities?

While the VB-MAPP is specifically designed for children with autism, it can also be used with other
developmental disabilities. However, practitioners should consider the child's unique needs and may
need to adapt the assessment for children with significantly different learning profiles.
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