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Two Weeks with the Queen is a poignant and humorous play written by
Australian playwright Mary Morris. Based on the novel of the same name by
Morris Gleitzman, the play deals with themes of love, loss, and the innocence
of childhood set against the backdrop of a royal family. It tells the story
of a young boy named Colin Mudford, who finds himself navigating the
complexities of family relationships while also dealing with the harsh
realities of life, particularly illness and grief. This article explores the
play’s characters, themes, and its overall impact, providing an in-depth
analysis of its significance in contemporary theater.



Overview of the Play

"Two Weeks with the Queen" is structured around the experiences of Colin, a
12-year-old boy from Australia who travels to England to visit the Queen
after his brother, Luke, is diagnosed with cancer. The play presents Colin's
imaginative journey as he grapples with the emotional turmoil of his
brother's illness and the absurdity of royal life.

The narrative unfolds over a two-week period, during which Colin's encounters
with various characters, including the Queen, serve as both comedic relief
and poignant commentary on the nature of family and the human condition.

Plot Summary

The play opens with Colin's life in Australia, where he enjoys a relatively
normal childhood. However, the news of his brother's illness shakes his
world. In an effort to bring about a miraculous cure for Luke, Colin decides
that the Queen might hold the key to his brother's recovery.

1. Colin's Journey: Colin travels to London, determined to meet the Queen and
persuade her to intervene on his brother's behalf.

2. Royal Encounters: Throughout his stay, Colin meets various members of the
royal family and other eccentric characters, each adding to the absurdity of
his situation.

3. Personal Growth: As Colin navigates his quest, he learns valuable lessons
about love, loss, and the complexities of human relationships.

4. Resolution: The play culminates in a heart-wrenching yet hopeful
conclusion, where Colin ultimately comes to terms with his brother's illness
and the realities of life.

Characters

The characters in "Two Weeks with the Queen" are richly developed, each
contributing to the play's themes and emotional depth.

Colin Mudford

Colin is an imaginative and spirited young boy who embodies the innocence of
childhood. His quest to save his brother drives the narrative, and his
interactions with the royal family provide both humor and insight into his
character. Colin's journey of self-discovery is central to the play,
showcasing his growth from a naive boy to a more mature individual who
understands the complexities of life.

The Queen

The Queen serves as a figure of authority and compassion in the play. Her
interactions with Colin highlight the contrasts between royal
responsibilities and personal emotions. She becomes a source of comfort and
wisdom for Colin, guiding him through his emotional struggles.



Luke Mudford

Luke, Colin's older brother, is the catalyst for Colin's journey. Though he
does not appear often on stage, his presence looms large over the narrative,
symbolizing the fragility of life and the impact of illness on family
dynamics. The relationship between Colin and Luke is characterized by a deep
bond that ultimately shapes Colin's understanding of love and loss.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters, including Colin's parents and various members of
the royal family, add layers of complexity to the narrative. Each character
represents different aspects of society, from the mundane struggles of family
life to the surreal nature of royal existence. Their interactions with Colin
further emphasize the play's themes of connection and the human experience.

Themes

"Two Weeks with the Queen" delves into several significant themes that
resonate with audiences of all ages.

Family and Love

At its core, the play is about the bonds of family and the unconditional love
that exists within it. Colin's determination to save his brother illustrates
the lengths to which one will go for loved ones. The play explores how
illness can strain familial relationships, yet it also highlights the
strength and resilience that love provides.

Innocence and Growing Up

The transition from childhood innocence to the complexities of adulthood is a
central theme in the play. Colin's journey reflects the challenges children
face when confronted with harsh realities. Through his experiences, the
audience witnesses his gradual understanding of life’s uncertainties and the
inevitability of loss.

Humor and Absurdity

Morris cleverly weaves humor throughout the narrative, particularly through
Colin's interactions with the royal family. The absurdity of the situations
he finds himself in serves as a poignant reminder that even in dire

circumstances, laughter can provide solace. This blend of humor and tragedy
captures the essence of the human experience, where joy and sorrow coexist.

Illness and Grief

The play does not shy away from the realities of illness and the impact it
has on families. Colin’s struggle to cope with his brother’s cancer mirrors
the universal challenges of facing mortality. The emotional weight of grief
is palpable, yet the play also offers a sense of hope, suggesting that



healing can come from understanding and acceptance.

Impact and Reception

"Two Weeks with the Queen" has garnered critical acclaim since its debut,
resonating with audiences for its relatable themes and engaging narrative.
The play's blend of humor and pathos offers a unique perspective on serious
subjects, making it accessible to both children and adults.

1. Educational Value: The play is often included in school curricula,
fostering discussions around family dynamics, illness, and the importance of
empathy.

2. Adaptations: The success of the play has led to various adaptations,
including a film version, further extending its reach and impact.

3. Cultural Significance: By addressing universal themes through the lens of
a young boy, the play speaks to the experiences of many, transcending
cultural boundaries and resonating with audiences worldwide.

Conclusion

"Two Weeks with the Queen" is a touching and thought-provoking play that
explores the intricacies of family, love, and the journey of growing up in
the face of adversity. Through Colin's quest, audiences are invited to
reflect on their own experiences with grief, joy, and the bonds that tie us
together. Mary Morris's masterful storytelling and character development
create a rich tapestry that captures the essence of the human experience,
making "Two Weeks with the Queen" a timeless piece that continues to resonate
with audiences today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Two Weeks with the
Queen'?

The central theme of 'Two Weeks with the Queen' revolves around love, loss,
and the journey of coping with illness and grief, as the main character,
Colin, navigates his brother's terminal cancer diagnosis.

Who is the author of 'Two Weeks with the Queen'?

The author of 'Two Weeks with the Queen' is Morris Gleitzman, an Australian
children's author known for his engaging storytelling and ability to tackle
serious themes with humor.

What is the significance of the title 'Two Weeks with

the Queen'?

The title 'Two Weeks with the Queen' signifies both a literal and
metaphorical journey, where 'the Queen' represents a figure of strength and
support that the protagonist seeks during a difficult time, reflecting the
blend of fantasy and reality in Colin's experiences.



How does the character Colin evolve throughout the
story?

Colin evolves from a naive and frustrated boy into a more mature individual
who learns about the complexities of life, love, and loss, ultimately gaining
a deeper understanding of his family's struggles and his own emotions.

What audience is 'Two Weeks with the Queen' intended
for?

While primarily aimed at children and young adults, 'Two Weeks with the
Queen' 1is also appreciated by adult readers for its poignant themes, making
it suitable for a wide range of audiences.

What literary techniques does Morris Gleitzman use in
'"Two Weeks with the Queen'?

Morris Gleitzman employs humor, vivid imagery, and relatable dialogue in 'Two
Weeks with the Queen' to address serious topics, making the story accessible
and engaging for younger readers while provoking thought in older audiences.

Find other PDF article:
https://soc.up.edu.ph/57-chart/Book?trackid=DbS34-6313&title=teaching-outside-the-lines-doug-joh

nson.pdf

Two Weeks With The Queen Play

Turn on 2-Step Verification - Computer - Gmail Help
With 2-Step Verification, or two-factor authentication, you can add an extra layer of security to your

account in case your password is stolen. After you set up 2-Step Verification, you can sign in to your
account with:

000000 - 000 - Google 0000
OoooooOooooooROOodoooROONOOooCRONOOooORODOOODOEOOD0000EE DoOOoOoooROOoOoooo0O0000 Oooo
00000000 000000 000000000000C00000000OGoogle O000OO -

Get verification codes with Google Authenticator

The Google Authenticator app can generate one-time verification codes for sites and apps that
support Authenticator app 2-Step Verification. If you set up 2-Step Verification, you can use the
Google

Address linel[JAddress line2[J100000_0000

0000000000 000 000 000/Add line 1: O00+0000+0000+000000 O00/Address line2: 000+00+0000
Address line10J000000000Address line2000000000000 OO0 AddressLinel[1Xuzhou Medical College
00010 0000000 Address Line2: 209, Copper ...

Fix common issues with 2-Step Verification - Google Help


https://soc.up.edu.ph/57-chart/Book?trackid=DbS34-6313&title=teaching-outside-the-lines-doug-johnson.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/57-chart/Book?trackid=DbS34-6313&title=teaching-outside-the-lines-doug-johnson.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/63-zoom/pdf?title=two-weeks-with-the-queen-play.pdf&trackid=qwl18-0368

If you've lost access to your primary phone, you can verify it’s you with: Another phone number
you’'ve added in the 2-Step Verification section of your Google Account. A hardware security key
you’'ve added in the 2-Step Verification section of your Google Account.

My old phone is broken and I cannot access my old two-step ...
Learn how to regain access to your Google account when your old phone is broken and two-step
verification codes are unavailable.

Turn on 2-Step Verification - Computer - Google Account Help

With 2-Step Verification, or two-factor authentication, you can add an extra layer of security to your
account in case your password is stolen. After you set up 2-Step Verification, you can sign in to your
account with:

Protecting your personal info with 2-Step Verification
How 2-Step Verification helps protect your personal info The personal information in online accounts

is valuable to hackers. Password theft is the most common way accounts are compromised. For
example, deceptive messages or lookalike sites often trick people into sharing their passwords.
These password-stealing scams are common and even experts are ...

Secure Your YouTube Account with 2-Step Verification - YouTube ...
Securing your YouTube account helps prevent it from being hacked, hijacked, or compromised. We’ll

walk you through steps you can take to secure your account , like adding 2-step verification (aka
two-factor authentication) to your phone and being more aware of ...

Two phones with 2 different names logged in. But i have one ...

Two phones with 2 different names logged in. But i have one phone. Why? Im putting real care on
my online security. A bit too much. To the point i decided to log off fro my Samsung Galaxy and use
my account only on my laptop. Every one in a while, cause of backup, i do need to log in on my
phone. But for the first time something peculiar happened.

Turn on 2-Step Verification - Computer - Gmail Help
With 2-Step Verification, or two-factor authentication, you can add an extra layer of security to your
account in case your password is stolen. After you set up 2-Step Verification, you can ...

000000 - 000 - Google 0000
toooofODoooooROODOOoOROODOOooORODOOOoOROODOOOOEOODO0000E DROODOOooiROnOOooo0On00o 0ao

Get verification codes with Google Authenticator
The Google Authenticator app can generate one-time verification codes for sites and apps that

support Authenticator app 2-Step Verification. If you set up 2-Step Verification, you can use ...

Address linel[JAddress line2[J0000000 0000

0000000000 000 000 000/Add line 1: 000+0000+0000+000000 O00/Address line2: 000+00+0000
Address line 1000000000 ...

Fix common issues with 2-Step Verification - Google Help
If you've lost access to your primary phone, you can verify it’s you with: Another phone number
you've added in the 2-Step Verification section of your Google Account. A hardware security ...

My old phone is broken and I cannot access my old two-step ...



Learn how to regain access to your Google account when your old phone is broken and two-step
verification codes are unavailable.

Turn on 2-Step Verification - Computer - Google Account Help
With 2-Step Verification, or two-factor authentication, you can add an extra layer of security to your
account in case your password is stolen. After you set up 2-Step Verification, you can ...

Protecting your personal info with 2-Step Verification
How 2-Step Verification helps protect your personal info The personal information in online accounts

is valuable to hackers. Password theft is the most common way accounts are ...

Secure Your YouTube Account with 2-Step Verification - YouTube ...
Securing your YouTube account helps prevent it from being hacked, hijacked, or compromised. We’'ll
walk you through steps you can take to secure your account , like adding 2-step ...

Two phones with 2 different names logged in. But i have one ...
Two phones with 2 different names logged in. But i have one phone. Why? Im putting real care on
my online security. A bit too much. To the point i decided to log off fro my Samsung Galaxy ...

Discover the charm of "Two Weeks with the Queen" play! Dive into its themes

Back to Home


https://soc.up.edu.ph

