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RAYMOND
CHANDLER

PHILIP MARLOWE frroves once more that

TROUBLE IS MY BUSINESS

Trouble is my business is a phrase that encapsulates the essence of Raymond Chandler's writing,
where the complexities of human nature and the grit of urban life converge in a tapestry of crime,
intrigue, and moral ambiguity. Chandler, one of the foremost figures in American literature, is
celebrated for his contributions to the hard-boiled detective genre, and his stories often reflect a
world where trouble is an inevitable part of existence. This article explores the life of Raymond
Chandler, the themes of his work, and the lasting impact of his stories, particularly focusing on his
short story collection titled Trouble is My Business.



Raymond Chandler: A Brief Biography

Raymond Thornton Chandler was born on July 23, 1888,
in Chicago, lllinois. He spent his formative years in
various cities, including London, before returning to
the United States. After a stint in the oil industry,
which ended with the Great Depression, Chandler
turned to writing, initially penning screenplays for
Hollywood. His experiences in the film industry
influenced his style and narrative structure, leading
him to create some of the most memorable characters
in detective fiction.

Chandler's first novel, The Big Sleep, published in
1939, introduced readers to Philip Marlowe, a private
detective whose adventures would define the genre.
The success of The Big Sleep led to a series of novels
and short stories that cemented Chandler's reputation
as a master storyteller.

Chandler's Writing Style

Chandler's writing is characterized by its distinctive
style and voice. Some of the hallmarks of his prose
include:

1. Vivid Imagery: Chandler's descriptions of Los



Angeles are rich and evocative, painting a picture of
the city as a character in its own right. He often used
metaphor and simile to create striking images.

2. Witty Dialogue: The dialogue in Chandler's works is
sharp, clever, and often laced with humor. His
characters engage in banter that reveals their
personalities and social dynamics.

3. Complex Characters: Chandler's protagonists,
especially Marlowe, grapple with moral ambiguities.
They are flawed, yet relatable, showcasing a depth
that adds layers to the narrative.

4. Atmospheric Settings: The settings in Chandler's
stories are integral to the plot. He often creates a
sense of place that reflects the mood and themes of
the story.

Trouble is My Business: The Collection

Trouble is My Business is a collection of short stories
published in 1944. This anthology features some of
Chandler's best work, showcasing his ability to
combine suspense, humor, and social commentary. The
stories are narrated through the lens of Philip
Marlowe, who navigates a world filled with danger,
deception, and intrigue.



Overview of the Stories

The collection consists of several notable stories, each
exploring different facets of crime and human
relationships. Here is a brief overview of some of the
key stories included in the anthology:

1. "Trouble is My Business":

- This titular story introduces readers to Marlowe as he
takes on a case that leads him into a web of deceit.
The plot revolves around a missing person and the
dark secrets that unfold. The story exemplifies
Chandler's knack for intertwining personal and
professional conflicts.

2. "The Lady in the Lake":

- A classic Marlowe tale, this story revolves around a
mysterious woman and a series of murders. Marlowe's
investigation reveals the complexities of love and
betrayal, as he encounters a range of characters who
each have their motives.

3. "The Pencil":

- In this story, Marlowe finds himself entangled in a
case involving a stolen pencil, which soon reveals
deeper layers of corruption and crime. The seemingly
trivial nature of the case contrasts with the dark
undercurrents that Chandler masterfully unveils.



4. "The King in Yellow":

- This narrative introduces the supernatural element of
a cursed play. Marlowe's investigation leads him to a
world where art and reality blur, showcasing
Chandler's ability to weave different genres into his
crime stories.

5. "The Mexican":

- A story that explores issues of identity and
belonging, Marlowe encounters a murder case that
leads him to confront societal prejudices. The narrative
sheds light on the complexities of race and culture in
mid-20th century America.

Thematic Elements

Chandler's Trouble is My Business delves into several
recurring themes that are prevalent throughout his
body of work:

- Moral Ambiguity: Chandler's characters often operate
in a gray area where right and wrong are not easily
defined. Marlowe embodies this moral complexity as
he seeks justice in a world filled with corruption.

- Isolation and Alienation: Many characters in
Chandler's stories experience a sense of loneliness and
disconnection. This theme reflects the post-war



disillusionment that permeated American society.

- Gender Dynamics: Chandler's portrayal of women is
multifaceted. While he often depicts women as
seductive and dangerous, he also imbues them with
depth and agency, challenging the traditional gender
roles of his time.

- The Nature of Evil: Chandler explores the inherent
darkness within humanity. His characters often
confront their demons, revealing how easily one can
slip into moral decay.

Impact and Legacy

Raymond Chandler's contributions to literature,
particularly in the detective genre, have had a
profound and lasting impact. His works paved the way
for future writers, influencing both literature and
cinema. Here are some key aspects of his legacy:

1. Influence on Noir: Chandler is often credited with
shaping the noir genre, blending elements of crime,
mystery, and psychological depth. His influence is
evident in the works of subsequent authors like
Dashiell Hammett and more contemporary writers.

2. Cinematic Adaptations: Many of Chandler's stories



have been adapted into films, further cementing his
status as a cultural icon. Notable adaptations include
The Big Sleep (1946) and Farewell, My Lovely (1944),
which brought his characters to life on the silver
screen.

3. Cultural Commentary: Chandler's exploration of
societal issues, including class disparity and
corruption, continues to resonate with readers. His
works serve as a reflection of the complexities of
human nature and the moral dilemmas that persist in
society.

4. Literary Recognition: Chandler's writing has
received critical acclaim, and he has been honored
with numerous awards, including the Edgar Allan Poe
Award for his contributions to the genre.

Conclusion

Trouble is my business is not just a phrase; it
embodies the struggles and triumphs of Raymond
Chandler's characters as they navigate a treacherous
world. Through his vivid storytelling, complex
characters, and exploration of moral ambiguity,
Chandler created a legacy that continues to captivate
readers and inspire writers. As we delve into his works,
we uncover the timeless truths about human nature



and the relentless pursuit of justice amidst chaos.
Chandler’s influence remains palpable, reminding us
that, in the world he crafted, trouble is indeed an
inescapable part of the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Trouble is My Business' about?

‘Trouble is My Business' is a collection of short stories
by Raymond Chandler, featuring his iconic detective
Philip Marlowe as he navigates through a series of
complex cases involving crime, deception, and moral
ambiguity.

When was 'Trouble is My Business' published?
‘Trouble is My Business' was first published in 1939.

Who is the main character in 'Trouble is My Business'?

The main character is Philip Marlowe, a private
detective known for his tough demeanor and sharp wit.

What themes are explored in 'Trouble is My Business'?

The stories explore themes such as corruption,
betrayal, the murky nature of justice, and the
complexities of human relationships.

How does 'Trouble is My Business' fit into the noir genre?

The collection embodies classic noir elements,
including a hard-boiled protagonist, a gritty urban
setting, and morally ambiguous characters.



Is 'Trouble is My Business' considered a significant work in
Chandler's bibliography?

Yes, it is considered one of Chandler's significant
works, showcasing his narrative style and ability to
craft compelling mysteries.

What writing style is used in 'Trouble is My Business'?

Chandler's writing style is characterized by sharp, vivid
imagery, witty dialogue, and a distinctive use of simile
and metaphor.

What is the significance of the title 'Trouble is My Business'?

The title reflects Marlowe's acceptance of danger and
conflict as part of his profession as a private detective.

How did 'Trouble is My Business' influence later detective
fiction?

The collection established stylistic and thematic
conventions that would influence countless detective
stories and films in the noir genre.

Are there any notable adaptations of stories from 'Trouble is
My Business'?

While there are no direct adaptations, many of the
stories' themes and characters have inspired films and
television shows in the noir genre.
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Explore the world of Raymond Chandler's "Trouble Is
My Business" and uncover the intricacies of his iconic
noir style. Discover how this classic defines crime
fiction!
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