
Twelve Impossible Things Before Breakfast

Twelve impossible things before breakfast is a phrase that evokes a sense of
wonder and the extraordinary. It is a whimsical concept popularized by Lewis
Carroll in his classic tale, "Alice in Wonderland." In this context, it
symbolizes the power of imagination and the human capacity to dream big. This
article explores the origins of this phrase, its implications in various
contexts, and how it can inspire creativity and innovation in our daily
lives.

The Origins of the Phrase

The phrase "twelve impossible things before breakfast" originates from a
conversation between Alice and the Queen in Lewis Carroll's "Through the
Looking-Glass." The Queen claims to believe in several impossible things,
showcasing a playful take on the absurdity of life. This notion resonates
with readers and has sparked interpretations across literature, psychology,
and even modern science.



Literary Context

In literature, the idea of believing in impossible things serves to challenge
the reader's perception of reality. Authors often use this motif to explore
themes of imagination, perception, and the boundaries of reality. The Queen’s
insistence on believing in impossible things encourages readers to question
their own limitations and the nature of belief itself.

Psychological Implications

From a psychological perspective, the phrase can be viewed as an
encouragement to embrace creativity and think outside the box. Psychologists
often emphasize the importance of imaginative thinking in problem-solving and
innovation. The ability to envision the impossible can lead to groundbreaking
ideas and solutions, fostering a mindset that is open to possibility.

Exploring the Concept of the Impossible

The notion of "impossible" is subjective and varies from person to person.
What seems unattainable to one individual may be within reach for another.
This section delves into the different interpretations of impossibility and
how they can manifest in various fields, from science to art.

Impossibility in Science

In the realm of science, notions of impossibility have often been challenged.
Historical examples demonstrate how researchers have defied the odds:

Flight: Human flight was once deemed impossible until the Wright1.
brothers made history in 1903.

Space Travel: The idea of traveling to the moon was considered a fantasy2.
until NASA's Apollo 11 mission successfully landed astronauts on the
lunar surface in 1969.

Quantum Physics: Concepts like quantum entanglement and superposition3.
challenge our understanding of reality and have opened new frontiers in
both science and philosophy.

These examples illustrate that what is deemed impossible can often be
achieved through determination, innovation, and a willingness to explore the
unknown.



Impossibility in Art and Creativity

In the arts, the idea of the impossible fuels creativity. Artists, writers,
and musicians often draw inspiration from the fantastical and the surreal.
They push the boundaries of their mediums to express what cannot be easily
articulated.

Surrealism: Artists like Salvador Dalí and René Magritte created works
that defy logic and reality, inviting viewers to embrace the absurd.

Fantasy Literature: Authors like J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis crafted
entire worlds filled with impossible creatures and scenarios, allowing
readers to escape into realms of imagination.

Music: Composers such as Igor Stravinsky broke traditional norms,
creating pieces that challenged conventional melodies and harmonies.

These artistic endeavors remind us that exploring the impossible can yield
profound insights and experiences.

Incorporating the Impossible into Daily Life

Embracing the impossible need not be confined to literature or science; it
can be a guiding principle in our everyday lives. Here are ways to
incorporate this mindset into your routine:

1. Challenge Your Assumptions

Begin by questioning the beliefs you hold about what is possible. Reflect on
areas in your life where you may have imposed limitations on yourself.
Consider the following:

- What dreams have you shelved because they seemed unattainable?
- Are there skills or hobbies you’ve avoided due to self-doubt?

2. Cultivate Creativity

Engage in activities that stimulate your imagination. This could involve:

- Journaling: Write down your thoughts, dreams, and ideas without filtering
them. Allow your imagination to flow freely.
- Brainstorming Sessions: Collaborate with others to generate new ideas.



Encourage wild, out-of-the-box thinking without judgment.

3. Set Bold Goals

Push your boundaries by setting ambitious goals. These goals should be
challenging enough to stretch your capabilities without being entirely
unrealistic. Consider using the SMART criteria (Specific, Measurable,
Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound) to create clear objectives.

4. Embrace Failure

Understand that failure is often a step toward achieving the impossible.
Every setback can provide valuable lessons and insights. Reframe your
relationship with failure by viewing it as a necessary component of growth.

5. Inspire Others

Share your journey of embracing the impossible with those around you. Use
your experiences to inspire others to think beyond their limitations. This
can create a ripple effect, fostering a culture of creativity and innovation
within your community.

Conclusion

The concept of “twelve impossible things before breakfast” serves as a
powerful reminder of the human capacity for imagination and belief. By
embracing the impossible, we can expand our horizons, challenge our
assumptions, and unlock new possibilities in various aspects of life. Whether
in science, art, or daily routines, the pursuit of the unattainable can lead
to incredible discoveries and personal growth. So, as you start your day,
consider what “impossible” things you might dare to believe in and pursue
before breakfast. The journey may just lead you to unexpected and
extraordinary places.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 'twelve impossible things before
breakfast' referenced in literature?
The phrase 'twelve impossible things before breakfast' originates from Lewis
Carroll's 'Alice in Wonderland', where it symbolizes the idea of believing in



the unbelievable and embracing the absurd.

How can the concept of 'twelve impossible things
before breakfast' be applied to personal growth?
This concept encourages individuals to challenge their limits and think
outside the box, inspiring them to pursue goals that seem unattainable and
fostering a mindset open to possibilities.

Are there modern interpretations or adaptations of
the 'twelve impossible things before breakfast'
theme?
Yes, many contemporary works in literature, film, and art reinterpret this
theme, using it to explore ideas around imagination, creativity, and the
pursuit of dreams in a world that often prioritizes realism.

What role does imagination play in the idea of
achieving 'impossible' things?
Imagination is crucial as it allows individuals to visualize possibilities
beyond their current reality, serving as the first step towards innovation
and problem-solving in various fields.

Can the idea of 'twelve impossible things before
breakfast' inspire innovation in business?
Absolutely, many successful companies encourage 'impossible thinking' as a
way to foster creativity and innovation, leading to groundbreaking products
and services that disrupt traditional markets.
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