Two Week With The Queen

)

T

gy MARY MORRIS
ADAPTED FEOM
MORRIS GLEITZMAN'S

a.- BEST SELLING NOVEL

o

Two Weeks with the Queen is a poignant and humorous novel written by
Australian author Morris Gleitzman. First published in 1990, the story has
captivated readers with its unique blend of serious themes and lighthearted
storytelling. It follows the journey of a young boy navigating the
complexities of illness, family, and friendship, all set against the backdrop
of a royal setting. In this article, we will explore the novel's main themes,
character development, and its impact on readers, as well as discuss why it
remains relevant today.



Overview of the Plot

The narrative centers around a young boy named Colin Mudford, who is dealing
with his mother’s terminal illness. Colin is a ten-year-old boy filled with a
sense of innocence and curiosity. Upon learning about his mother’s condition,
he feels hopeless and desperate. In a twist of fate, Colin decides to embark
on a journey to visit the Queen of England, believing that she holds the key
to saving his mother.

Colin's adventure takes him to London, where he encounters a series of
colorful characters, each contributing to his understanding of life, love,
and loss. His journey is not just a physical one; it also serves as a
metaphorical exploration of the emotional turmoil he faces. Throughout the
novel, Gleitzman’s sharp wit and engaging prose keep readers invested in
Colin's quest.

Main Themes

Two Weeks with the Queen is rich with themes that resonate with readers of
all ages. Here are some of the most significant:

The Importance of Family

Family plays a crucial role in Colin's life. His relationship with his mother
is central to the narrative, showcasing the bonds of love and the pain of
impending loss. Colin's journey demonstrates the lengths to which one might
go to protect and save a loved one. The theme of family is further
highlighted through Colin's interactions with other characters, showcasing
various family dynamics and the support systems that can exist in different
forms.

Illness and Grief

The novel does not shy away from the harsh realities of illness and the grief
that follows. Colin’s mother’s cancer diagnosis serves as a catalyst for the
story, pushing Colin into a world where he must confront the idea of
mortality. Gleitzman addresses the emotional toll that illness takes on both
patients and their families. Colin’s experiences allow readers to reflect on
their own understanding of grief and the process of coping with loss.

Friendship and Loyalty



Throughout his journey, Colin meets several companions who help him navigate
his challenges. The theme of friendship is vital, as these relationships
provide Colin with support and encouragement. The loyalty of friends is
emphasized, illustrating how important it is to have a support system during
difficult times. These friendships serve as a source of strength for Colin,
highlighting that even in the face of adversity, connection with others can
provide hope.

Humor in Adversity

Despite the serious themes, Gleitzman masterfully incorporates humor
throughout the novel. Colin's witty observations and the absurd situations he
finds himself in serve as a reminder that laughter can be found even in the
darkest of times. This blend of humor and pathos allows readers to engage
with the story on multiple levels, making it both entertaining and thought-
provoking.

Character Development

The characters in Two Weeks with the Queen are intricately crafted, each
contributing to the overall narrative and themes. Below are some of the key
characters:

e Colin Mudford: The protagonist, a ten-year-old boy who embarks on a
quest to save his mother. His growth throughout the story highlights his
transition from innocence to a deeper understanding of life’s
complexities.

e Colin's Mother: A central figure in Colin's life, her illness is the
driving force behind his journey. Her character represents love and
vulnerability.

e The Queen: While initially an abstract figure in Colin's mind, the Queen
embodies a symbol of hope and authority. Colin’s interactions with her
reveal his desires and fears.

e Various Supporting Characters: Colin meets a variety of characters along
the way, including friends and strangers, each adding depth to his
journey and teaching him valuable lessons.



Impact and Reception

Two Weeks with the Queen has received widespread acclaim since its
publication. The novel has been praised for its sensitive handling of tough
subjects, making it accessible to younger readers without diminishing the
seriousness of the themes. Critics have lauded Gleitzman's ability to balance
humor with poignant moments, creating a narrative that is both engaging and
educational.

The book has earned a place in educational curricula, often introduced to
students as a way to discuss topics of illness, family, and friendship. Its
relatable protagonist and accessible language make it an excellent choice for
teaching young readers about empathy and resilience.

Why It Remains Relevant Today

The themes explored in Two Weeks with the Queen are timeless and resonate
with contemporary issues. In an era where conversations about mental health,
illness, and familial relationships are more prevalent, Gleitzman'’s novel
offers a platform for discussing these topics. The story encourages readers
to confront their own feelings about loss and grief while emphasizing the
importance of seeking support from friends and family.

Moreover, the humor embedded within the narrative provides a valuable lesson
about the resilience of the human spirit. In times of crisis, finding moments
of joy and laughter can be essential for coping with difficult situations.
Gleitzman’s approach illustrates that while life can be challenging, humor
can serve as a powerful tool for navigating adversity.

Conclusion

Two Weeks with the Queen is more than just a children’s novel; it is a
profound exploration of life’s complexities through the eyes of a young boy.
Morris Gleitzman'’s masterful storytelling weaves together themes of family,
illness, friendship, and humor, creating a narrative that resonates with
readers of all ages. Its impact on literature and education is significant,
encouraging important conversations about grief and resilience. As long as
readers continue to seek stories that reflect the human experience, Two Weeks
with the Queen will remain a cherished and relevant work in the literary
canon.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Two Weeks with the
Queen'?

The main theme of 'Two Weeks with the Queen' is dealing with loss and the
importance of family and friendship during difficult times. The story follows
a young boy named Colin as he navigates his emotions while his brother is
iltl.

Who is the author of 'Two Weeks with the Queen' and
what inspired them to write it?

The author of 'Two Weeks with the Queen' is Morris Gleitzman. He was inspired
to write the book based on his experiences with illness and loss, aiming to
address serious topics in a way that is accessible to children.

How does the protagonist, Colin, change throughout
the novel?

Throughout 'Two Weeks with the Queen', Colin undergoes significant personal
growth. Initially, he is naive and overwhelmed by his brother's illness, but
as he interacts with various characters, including the Queen, he learns about
resilience, compassion, and the complexities of life.

What role does humor play in 'Two Weeks with the
Queen'?

Humor plays a crucial role in 'Two Weeks with the Queen' as it helps to
balance the serious themes of illness and grief. Colin's witty observations
and comedic situations provide levity, making the story more relatable and
engaging for young readers.

Has 'Two Weeks with the Queen' been adapted into
other media, and if so, how?

Yes, 'Two Weeks with the Queen' has been adapted into a stage play. The
adaptation retains the story's core themes and characters while providing a
new medium for audiences to experience Colin's journey and the emotional
depth of the narrative.
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