Two Boys Kissing David Levithan

From the author of EVERY DAY and co-author
of WILL GRAYSON, WILL GRAYSON

Two Boys KissING BY DAVID LEVITHAN IS A POIGNANT AND COMPELLING NOVEL THAT EXPLORES THE COMPLEXITIES OF LOVE,
IDENTITY, AND THE EXPERIENCE OF BEING A TEENAGER IN A CONTEMPORARY WORLD. LEVITHAN, KNOWN FOR HIS ABILITY TO
ARTICULATE THE INTRICACIES OF YOUNG ADULT RELATIONSHIPS, CRAFTS A NARRATIVE THAT RESONATES WITH READERS OF ALL
AGES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NOVEL, SHEDDING LIGHT ON ITS IMPACT
oN LGBTQ+ LITERATURE AND CULTURE.



OVERVIEW OF THE NOVEL

PusLISHED IN 201 3, Two Boys KISSING IS INSPIRED BY A TRUE EVENT— THE RECORD-BREAKING KISS HELD BY TWO TEENAGE
BOYS IN A PUBLIC SPACE. THE NOVEL IS STRUCTURED AROUND MULTIPLE NARRATIVES, FOCUSING ON THE LIVES OF VARIOUS
CHARACTERS WHO NAVIGATE THEIR IDENTITIES, RELATIONSHIPS, AND THE CHALLENGES THEY FACE AS YOUNG GAY MEN. THE
STORY IS NARRATED BY A COLLECTIVE OF GAY MEN WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY , OBSERVING THE LIVES OF THE BOYS AND
REFLECTING ON THEIR OWN EXPERIENCES.

MaJor CHARACTERS

THE NOVEL FEATURES A DIVERSE CAST OF CHARACTERS, EACH CONTRIBUTING TO THE OVERARCHING THEMES OF LOVE AND
ACCEPTANCE. THE PRIMARY CHARACTERS INCLUDE:

o CRAIG: ONE OF THE BOYS INVOLVED IN THE RECORD-BREAKING KISS, CRAIG STRUGGLES WITH ANXIETY ABOUT HIS
RELATIONSHIP AND SOCIETAL ACCEPTANCE.

® HArrY: CRAIG’S BOYFRIEND, WHO IS MORE CONFIDENT BUT FACES HIS OWN CHALLENGES IN UNDERSTANDING LOVE AND
INTIMACY.

L4 AJ A BOY WHO HAS JUST COME OUT AND IS EXPLORING HIS NEWFOUND IDENTITY AND SEXUALITY.

e RyAn: AJ)S BOYFRIEND, WHO PROVIDES SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT AS THEY NAVIGATE THEIR RELATIONSHIP
TOGETHER.

e PeTER AND NEIL: A COUPLE WHO REFLECT ON THEIR JOURNEY OF LOVE AND THE CHALLENGES THEY OVERCAME TO BE
TOGETHER.

EACH CHARACTER’S JOURNEY INTERTWINES WITH THE OTHERS, CREATING A RICH TAPESTRY OF EXPERIENCES THAT HIGHLIGHT THE
STRUGGLES AND TRIUMPHS OF YOUNG LOVE.

THeMES EXPLORED IN Two Boys KISSING

DAVID LEVITHAN MASTERFULLY WEAVES SEVERAL THEMES THROUGHOUT THE NARRATIVE, MAKING THE NOVEL NOT ONLY A LOVE
STORY BUT ALSO A PROFOUND COMMENTARY ON IDENTITY AND SOCIETAL PERCEPTIONS.

1. LovE AND ACCEPTANCE

AT ITS CORE, Two BoYs KISSING IS A CELEBRATION OF LOVE IN ALL ITS FORMS. THE NOVEL PORTRAYS THE BEAUTY OF
YOUNG LOVE WHILE ALSO ADDRESSING THE FEAR AND UNCERTAINTY THAT OFTEN ACCOMPANY IT. THE CHARACTERS’
EXPERIENCES EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF ACCEPTANCE, BOTH FROM ONESELF AND FROM OTHERS.

2. THe LGBTQ+ EXPERIENCE

LEVITHAN’S WORK PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE UNIQUE CHALLENGES FACED BY LGBTQ+ YOUTH. FROM COMING OUT TO
DEALING WITH SOCIETAL PREJUDICES, THE CHARACTERS’ JOURNEYS REFLECT THE REALITY OF MANY YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY. THE
NOVEL SERVES AS A REMINDER OF THE IMPORTANCE OF VISIBILITY AND REPRESENTATION IN LITERATURE, ESPECIALLY FOR
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES.



3. THE ROLE OF HISTORY

THE NARRATIVE IS INTERSPERSED WITH REFLECTIONS FROM THE DECEASED GAY MEN, WHO SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES AND WISDOM.
THIS HISTORICAL CONTEXT UNDERSCORES THE PROGRESS MADE IN LGBTQ+ RIGHTS WHILE ALSO HIGHLIGHTING THE STRUGGLES
THAT CONTINUE TO EXIST. IT SERVES AS A POIGNANT REMINDER OF THE SACRIFICES MADE BY PREVIOUS GENERATIONS FOR THE
FREEDOMS ENJOYED TODAY.

4. |IDENTITY AND SELF-DISCOVERY

AS THE CHARACTERS NAVIGATE THEIR RELATIONSHIPS, THEY ALSO EMBARK ON JOURNEYS OF SELF-DISCOVERY. THE
EXPLORATION OF THEIR IDENTITIES, DESIRES, AND FEARS SHOWCASES THE UNIVERSAL SEARCH FOR SELF-UNDERSTANDING THAT
RESONATES WITH ALL READERS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR SEXUAL ORIENTATION.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RECORD-BREAKING KIss

THE CENTRAL EVENT OF THE NOVEL—THE RECORD-BREAKING KISS—SERVES AS A POWERFUL SYMBOL OF LOVE AND DEFIANCE. |T
REPRESENTS NOT ONLY THE PERSONAL CONNECTION BETWEEN CRAIG AND HARRY BUT ALSO THE BROADER FIGHT FOR VISIBILITY
AND ACCEPTANCE WITHIN SOCIETY.

IMPACT oN LGBTQ+ VisBILITY

THE KISS SERVES AS A CATALYST FOR DISCUSSIONS ABOUT LGBTQ+ VISIBILITY AND REPRESENTATION IN PUBLIC SPACES. IN A
\WORLD WHERE SAME-SEX AFFECTION IS OFTEN STIGMATIZED, THE ACT OF TWO BOYS KISSING IN A PUBLIC SETTING BECOMES AN
ACT OF REBELLION AND A STATEMENT OF PRIDE.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF ACCEPTANCE

THE KISS ALSO ENCOURAGES READERS TO EMBRACE LOVE IN ALL ITS FORMS. LEVITHAN’S PORTRAYAL OF THIS MOMENT
CHALLENGES SOCIETAL NORMS AND URGES READERS TO REFLECT ON THEIR OWN PERCEPTIONS OF LOVE AND ACCEPTANCE. |T
ENCOURAGES A DIALOGUE ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF CREATING SAFE SPACES FOR LOVE TO FLOURISH, REGARDLESS OF SEXUAL
ORIENTATION.

THE WRITING STYLE OF DAVID LEVITHAN

LEVITHAN’S WRITING STYLE IS CHARACTERIZED BY ITS LYRICAL QUALITY AND EMOTIONAL DEPTH. HE EMPLOYS A UNIQUE
NARRATIVE STRUCTURE THAT ALLOWS FOR MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES, GIVING READERS A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF THE
CHARACTERS’ EXPERIENCES. HIS ABILITY TO CAPTURE THE INTRICACIES OF TEENAGE EMOTIONS MAKES THE NOVEL RELATABLE AND
IMPACTFUL.

Use oF CoLLECTIVE NARRATION

THE CHOICE TO USE A COLLECTIVE NARRATION FROM DECEASED GAY MEN ADDS A LAYER OF DEPTH TO THE STORY. |T CREATES
A SENSE OF CONTINUITY AND CONNECTION, BRIDGING THE PAST AND PRESENT. THIS NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE ALLOWS READERS TO
REFLECT ON THE PROGRESS MADE IN LGBTQ“‘ RIGHTS WHILE HONORING THE STRUGGLES OF THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE.



EMoTIONAL RESONANCE

LEVITHAN’S PROSE IS IMBUED WITH EMOTION, CAPTURING THE HIGHS AND LOWS OF LOVE AND IDENTITY. His ABILITY TO
ARTICULATE THE FEELINGS OF HIS CHARACTERS MAKES THEIR JOURNEYS RESONATE DEEPLY WITH READERS. MOMENTS OF JOY,
HEARTACHE, AND INTROSPECTION ARE PORTRAYED WITH AUTHENTICITY, ALLOWING READERS TO CONNECT WITH THE
CHARACTERS ON A PERSONAL LEVEL.

CoNCLUSION

Two Boys KissING BY DAVID LEVITHAN IS A POWERFUL EXPLORATION OF LOVE, IDENTITY, AND THE LGBT Q+ EXPERIENCE.
THROUGH ITS RICH CHARACTERS AND POIGNANT THEMES, THE NOVEL SERVES AS BOTH A CELEBRATION AND A CALL TO ACTION
FOR ACCEPTANCE AND UNDERSTANDING. LEVITHAN’S UNIQUE NARRATIVE STYLE AND EMOTIONAL DEPTH CREATE A LASTING
IMPACT, MAKING THE BOOK A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE.

AS SOCIETY CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, THE IMPORTANCE OF STORIES LIKE Two BoYs KISSING CANNOT BE OVERSTATED. THEY
FOSTER EMPATHY, UNDERSTANDING, AND ACCEPTANCE, ENCOURAGING READERS TO EMBRACE LOVE IN ALL ITS FORMS. For
ANYONE SEEKING A HEARTFELT AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING READ, LEVITHAN’S NOVEL STANDS AS A TESTAMENT TO THE POWER
OF LOVE AND THE ONGOING JOURNEY TOWARD ACCEPTANCE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE MAIN THEME OF ‘Two Boys KissIiNGg’ BY DAVID LEVITHAN?

THE MAIN THEME OF ' Two BoYs KISSING’ REVOLVES AROUND LOVE, IDENTITY, AND THE STRUGGLES FACED BY LGBTQ+
YOUTH. |T EXPLORES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF LOVE AND ACCEPTANCE IN A SOCIETY THAT OFTEN MARGINALIZES QUEER
RELATIONSHIPS.

How poes DAVID LEVITHAN USE NARRATIVE STYLE IN ' Two Boys KIssING'?

DAVID LEVITHAN EMPLOYS A UNIQUE NARRATIVE STYLE BY INCORPORATING A COLLECTIVE VOICE THAT REFLECTS THE
PERSPECTIVES OF THE GAY COMMUNITY, INCLUDING THE VOICES OF PAST GENERATIONS OF LGBTQ+ INDIVIDUALS, WHICH ADDS
DEPTH AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT TO THE STORY.

\WHAT IMPACT DOES 'Two Boys KISSING' HAVE ON DIScUsSIONs ABouT LGBTQ+
REPRESENTATION IN LITERATURE?

THE BOOK HAS A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON DISCUSSIONS ABOUT LGBTQ+ REPRESENTATION BY HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE
OF VISIBILITY AND AUTHENTICITY IN STORYTELLING, ENCOURAGING READERS TO ENGAGE WITH DIVERSE NARRATIVES AND
UNDERSTAND THE COMPLEXITIES OF QUEER EXPERIENCES.

\W/HO ARE THE MAIN CHARACTERS IN ‘'Two Boys KISSING' AND WHAT ARE THEIR
RELATIONSHIPS?

THE MAIN CHARACTERS ARE CRAIG AND HARRY, TWO BOYS IN A ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIP WHO ATTEMPT TO SET A WORLD
RECORD FOR THE LONGEST KISS. THEIR STORY INTERTWINES WITH OTHER CHARACTERS, SHOWCASING VARIOUS FACETS OF LOVE
AND FRIENDSHIP WITHIN THE LGBT Q+ COMMUNITY.

\WHAT ROLE DOES THE CONCEPT OF HISTORY PLAY IN ‘Two Boys KissING'?

HISTORY PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ' Two Boys KISSING' AS THE NARRATIVE INCLUDES REFLECTIONS FROM PAST LGBTQ+
INDIVIDUALS, WHICH EMPHASIZES THE STRUGGLES AND TRIUMPHS OF EARLIER GENERATIONS. THIS CONNECTION TO HISTORY
HIGHLIGHTS THE PROGRESS MADE AND THE ONGOING CHALLENGES FACED BY THE COMMUNITY.
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Turn on 2-Step Verification - Computer - Gmail Help
With 2-Step Verification, or two-factor authentication, you can add an extra layer of security to your
account in case your ...
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Get verification codes with Google Authenticator
The Google Authenticator app can generate one-time verification codes for sites and apps that
support Authenticator app 2-Step ...
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Fix common issues with 2-Step Verification - Google Help
If you've lost access to your primary phone, you can verify it’s you with: Another phone number
you've added in the 2-Step ...

Turn on 2-Step Verification - Computer - Gmail Help
With 2-Step Verification, or two-factor authentication, you can add an extra layer of security to your
account in case your password is stolen. After you set up 2-Step Verification, you can sign ...
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Get verification codes with Google Authenticator
The Google Authenticator app can generate one-time verification codes for sites and apps that
support Authenticator app 2-Step Verification. If you set up 2-Step Verification, you can use the ...

Address linel[JAddress line2[JJ00000_0000

0000CCC000 000 000 000/Add line 1: 000+0000+0000+000000 O00/Address line2: 000+00+0000
Address line 1000000000 ...

Fix common issues with 2-Step Verification - Google Help
If you've lost access to your primary phone, you can verify it’s you with: Another phone number

you've added in the 2-Step Verification section of your Google Account. A hardware security ...

My old phone is broken and I cannot access my old two-step ...
Learn how to regain access to your Google account when your old phone is broken and two-step
verification codes are unavailable.
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Turn on 2-Step Verification - Computer - Google Account Help
With 2-Step Verification, or two-factor authentication, you can add an extra layer of security to your
account in case your password is stolen. After you set up 2-Step Verification, you can sign ...

Protecting your personal info with 2-Step Verification
How 2-Step Verification helps protect your personal info The personal information in online accounts
is valuable to hackers. Password theft is the most common way accounts are ...

Secure Your YouTube Account with 2-Step Verification - YouTube ...

Securing your YouTube account helps prevent it from being hacked, hijacked, or compromised. We’ll
walk you through steps you can take to secure your account , like adding 2-step ...

Two phones with 2 different names logged in. But i have one ...

Two phones with 2 different names logged in. But i have one phone. Why? Im putting real care on
my online security. A bit too much. To the point i decided to log off fro my Samsung Galaxy and ...

Discover the heartfelt journey in 'Two Boys Kissing' by David Levithan. Explore themes of love
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