
Twelve Ordinary Men

Twelve Ordinary Men is a phrase that resonates deeply within the Christian
faith, referring specifically to the twelve disciples chosen by Jesus Christ
to spread his teachings and establish the foundations of Christianity. These
men were not extraordinary figures by societal standards; they were ordinary
individuals with diverse backgrounds, personalities, and professions. Their
journey from fishermen and tax collectors to apostles and martyrs reflects a
powerful narrative of transformation, faith, and dedication. This article
will delve into the lives of these twelve men, their significance in
Christianity, and the lessons we can learn from their experiences.



Background of the Twelve Disciples

The twelve disciples, also known as the apostles, were chosen by Jesus during
his ministry on Earth. Their primary role was to follow Jesus, learn from
him, and eventually carry forward his teachings after his crucifixion and
resurrection. Each of these men brought unique qualities and backgrounds to
their calling, illustrating that Jesus often selects the unlikely to fulfill
his mission.

The Call to Discipleship

The calling of the disciples is a significant theme in the Gospels. Jesus
approached each of them during their daily lives, inviting them to leave
behind their occupations and follow him. This call was not just an
invitation; it was a transformative moment that required faith and
commitment. The process of their calling can be summarized as follows:

1. Personal Encounter: Each disciple had a personal interaction with Jesus
that sparked their decision to follow him.
2. Leaving the Past: They were required to leave their former lives, which
often involved abandoning family, careers, and security.
3. Embracing a New Identity: They transitioned from ordinary men to followers
of Christ, embracing a new purpose and mission.

The Twelve Disciples: A Closer Look

The twelve disciples include:

1. Peter (Simon): A fisherman known for his impulsive nature and strong
leadership. He became a prominent figure in the early Church and was later
martyred in Rome.

2. James (the son of Zebedee): Another fisherman and brother of John, known
for his fiery temperament. He was one of the first martyrs among the
apostles.

3. John (the son of Zebedee): Brother of James and often referred to as the
"beloved disciple." He authored the Gospel of John and the Book of
Revelation.

4. Andrew: The brother of Peter and also a fisherman. He is known for
introducing Peter to Jesus.

5. Philip: He played a significant role in evangelism and is known for his
inquisitive nature.



6. Bartholomew (Nathanael): Known for his straightforward nature, he is
traditionally believed to have preached in India.

7. Matthew (Levi): A former tax collector whose transformation after
following Jesus exemplifies redemption and grace.

8. Thomas (Didymus): Known as "Doubting Thomas," he is famous for his
skepticism regarding Jesus’ resurrection, which ultimately led to a profound
affirmation of faith.

9. James (the son of Alphaeus): Often referred to as James the Less, he is
less prominent in the New Testament narratives.

10. Thaddeus (Judas, son of James): Another disciple whose contributions are
often overshadowed by others; he is known for his question about Jesus'
revelation.

11. Simon the Zealot: A member of a political movement that sought to
overthrow Roman rule. His background reflects the diverse political views
within the group.

12. Judas Iscariot: The disciple who betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of
silver. His actions had a profound impact on the events leading to Jesus’
crucifixion.

The Impact of the Disciples

The twelve ordinary men became instrumental in spreading the message of Jesus
after his resurrection. Their impact can be observed in various ways:

1. Establishing the Early Church

After Jesus’ ascension, the apostles took on the responsibility of leading
the early Church. They preached the Gospel, performed miracles, and baptized
new believers. Key events include:

- Pentecost: The Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles, empowering them to
speak in different languages and boldly proclaim the Gospel.
- Acts of the Apostles: The book of Acts chronicles their efforts in
establishing the Church, including their travels, missionary journeys, and
the challenges they faced.

2. Martyrdom and Legacy

Many of the apostles faced persecution and ultimately martyrdom for their



faith. Their willingness to endure suffering and death for the sake of the
Gospel set a profound example for future generations. Notable martyrdoms
include:

- Peter: Tradition holds that he was crucified upside down in Rome.
- James: He was executed by sword, marking him as one of the first apostles
to die for his faith.

3. Writings and Teachings

Several apostles contributed to the New Testament, providing theological
insights and teachings that continue to shape Christian doctrine. Their
writings include:

- The Gospels: Matthew, John, and the Acts of the Apostles (written by Luke)
provide accounts of Jesus’ life and the early Church.
- Epistles: Letters from Paul, Peter, John, and others offer guidance and
instruction to early Christians.

Lessons from the Twelve Ordinary Men

The lives of the twelve disciples offer valuable lessons that resonate beyond
their historical context. Some key takeaways include:

1. The Power of Transformation

The transformation of these ordinary men into leaders of the Church
illustrates the potential for change in anyone willing to embrace faith.
Their journeys remind us that our past does not define our future.

2. The Importance of Community

The bond among the disciples highlights the significance of fellowship and
support in faith. They worked together, shared experiences, and encouraged
one another, serving as a model for modern Christian communities.

3. Embracing Doubt and Questions

Thomas’s struggle with doubt demonstrates that questions and skepticism can
coexist with faith. The disciples’ experiences remind us that seeking
understanding is a vital part of spiritual growth.



4. Commitment to a Greater Purpose

The decision of the disciples to follow Jesus, often at great personal cost,
speaks to the importance of commitment to a cause greater than oneself. Their
dedication serves as an inspiration for individuals seeking to live purpose-
driven lives.

Conclusion

The tale of the twelve ordinary men who became the apostles of Jesus Christ
serves as a powerful narrative of faith, transformation, and dedication.
Their diverse backgrounds, personal struggles, and unwavering commitment to
spreading the Gospel continue to inspire millions around the world. By
examining their lives and the lessons they impart, we gain a deeper
understanding of the Christian faith and the profound impact that ordinary
individuals can have when they respond to a higher calling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Twelve Ordinary Men'?
The main theme of 'Twelve Ordinary Men' is the transformation and impact of
ordinary individuals when called to fulfill significant roles, particularly
in the context of the apostles of Jesus.

Who is the author of 'Twelve Ordinary Men'?
The author of 'Twelve Ordinary Men' is John MacArthur.

What does the book reveal about the apostles'
backgrounds?
The book reveals that the apostles came from diverse backgrounds, including
fishermen, a tax collector, and a political zealot, demonstrating that they
were everyday people chosen for a divine purpose.

How does MacArthur portray the apostles in the book?
MacArthur portrays the apostles as flawed yet faithful individuals who
underwent significant personal growth and spiritual development as they
followed Jesus.

What is the significance of the title 'Twelve



Ordinary Men'?
The title 'Twelve Ordinary Men' emphasizes that the apostles were not
extraordinary by worldly standards, yet they played a crucial role in
spreading Christianity.

What insights does the book provide about
leadership?
The book provides insights that effective leadership often comes from
humility, service, and a commitment to a higher calling, as exemplified by
the apostles.

How does the book address the concept of vocation?
The book addresses the concept of vocation by illustrating how each apostle's
life purpose was transformed through their calling to follow Christ,
highlighting the idea that everyone has a unique role in God's plan.

In what ways does 'Twelve Ordinary Men' challenge
stereotypes about religious leaders?
'Twelve Ordinary Men' challenges stereotypes by showing that the most
impactful leaders can emerge from the most humble beginnings and that divine
calling can transcend social status.

What lessons can modern readers apply from the lives
of the apostles as depicted in the book?
Modern readers can apply lessons of faith, perseverance, and the importance
of community, as well as the idea that anyone can make a significant impact
regardless of their background.
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