
Triangle Inequality Worksheet With Answers

Understanding Triangle Inequality: A
Comprehensive Guide

Triangle inequality worksheet with answers serves as a fundamental resource
for students and educators alike, helping to reinforce the principles of
triangle inequalities in geometry. The triangle inequality theorem states
that for any triangle, the sum of the lengths of any two sides must be
greater than the length of the third side. This article will delve into the
importance of the triangle inequality theorem, provide example problems, and
offer a worksheet with answers to enhance understanding.



The Triangle Inequality Theorem Explained

The triangle inequality theorem can be expressed mathematically as follows:

If \( a \), \( b \), and \( c \) are the lengths of the sides of a triangle,
then:

1. \( a + b > c \)
2. \( a + c > b \)
3. \( b + c > a \)

This theorem is crucial in determining whether a set of three lengths can
form a triangle. Understanding this theorem not only aids in geometry but
also lays the groundwork for more advanced mathematical concepts.

Real-World Applications

The triangle inequality theorem is not just an abstract concept; it has
practical applications in various fields, including:

- Architecture: Ensuring structural integrity by checking that the lengths of
supports can form stable triangles.
- Engineering: Used in design and analysis of components where triangular
shapes are involved.
- Computer Graphics: Essential in algorithms that render shapes and manage
geometric calculations.

Creating a Triangle Inequality Worksheet

The following worksheet comprises a series of problems that will allow
students to practice their understanding of the triangle inequality theorem.
The problems range in difficulty and include both numerical and conceptual
questions.

Triangle Inequality Worksheet

Instructions: For each set of three lengths, determine whether they can form
a triangle. If they can, specify the type of triangle they form (scalene,
isosceles, or equilateral). If they cannot form a triangle, explain why based
on the triangle inequality theorem.

Problem Set:

1. Lengths: 7, 10, 5
2. Lengths: 3, 4, 8
3. Lengths: 6, 6, 6
4. Lengths: 2, 3, 5
5. Lengths: 9, 12, 15
6. Lengths: 1, 1, 2
7. Lengths: 8, 15, 17
8. Lengths: 5, 12, 13
9. Lengths: 10, 14, 25



10. Lengths: 4, 4, 7

Answers to the Triangle Inequality Worksheet

Below are the solutions and explanations for each problem presented in the
worksheet:

1. Lengths: 7, 10, 5
- Can form a triangle: Yes
- Type: Scalene
- Explanation: \( 7 + 5 = 12 > 10 \), \( 7 + 10 = 17 > 5 \), \( 10 + 5 = 15 >
7 \)

2. Lengths: 3, 4, 8
- Can form a triangle: No
- Explanation: \( 3 + 4 = 7 < 8 \)

3. Lengths: 6, 6, 6
- Can form a triangle: Yes
- Type: Equilateral
- Explanation: All sides are equal, thus satisfying the triangle inequality.

4. Lengths: 2, 3, 5
- Can form a triangle: No
- Explanation: \( 2 + 3 = 5 \), which is not greater than 5.

5. Lengths: 9, 12, 15
- Can form a triangle: Yes
- Type: Scalene
- Explanation: \( 9 + 12 = 21 > 15 \), \( 9 + 15 = 24 > 12 \), \( 12 + 15 =
27 > 9 \)

6. Lengths: 1, 1, 2
- Can form a triangle: No
- Explanation: \( 1 + 1 = 2 \), which is not greater than 2.

7. Lengths: 8, 15, 17
- Can form a triangle: Yes
- Type: Scalene
- Explanation: \( 8 + 15 = 23 > 17 \), \( 8 + 17 = 25 > 15 \), \( 15 + 17 =
32 > 8 \)

8. Lengths: 5, 12, 13
- Can form a triangle: Yes
- Type: Right Triangle
- Explanation: \( 5^2 + 12^2 = 13^2 \) (Pythagorean triple).

9. Lengths: 10, 14, 25
- Can form a triangle: No
- Explanation: \( 10 + 14 = 24 < 25 \).

10. Lengths: 4, 4, 7
- Can form a triangle: Yes
- Type: Isosceles
- Explanation: \( 4 + 4 = 8 > 7 \), \( 4 + 7 = 11 > 4 \), \( 4 + 7 = 11 > 4
\)



Conclusion

Understanding the triangle inequality theorem is essential for students
studying geometry. By practicing with a triangle inequality worksheet and
reviewing the answers, learners can solidify their grasp of this critical
concept. The ability to determine whether three lengths can form a triangle
not only enhances mathematical skills but also provides a foundation for
advanced topics in geometry and related fields. The triangle inequality
theorem's applications in real-world scenarios further emphasize its
importance in both academic and practical contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the triangle inequality theorem?
The triangle inequality theorem states that for any triangle, the sum of the
lengths of any two sides must be greater than the length of the third side.

How can I use a worksheet to practice the triangle
inequality?
A worksheet can provide problems where you are given the lengths of two sides
of a triangle and asked to determine possible lengths for the third side
based on the triangle inequality theorem.

What types of problems are typically included in a
triangle inequality worksheet?
Typical problems include finding possible side lengths, determining if a set
of lengths can form a triangle, and proving whether given lengths satisfy the
triangle inequality.

Can you provide an example problem from a triangle
inequality worksheet?
Sure! If you have sides of lengths 5 and 7, what is the range of possible
lengths for the third side? The answer is that the third side must be greater
than 2 and less than 12.

Why is the triangle inequality important in geometry?
The triangle inequality is crucial because it helps establish the basic
properties of triangles, ensuring that certain combinations of side lengths
are valid.

Are there any online resources for triangle
inequality worksheets?
Yes, there are many educational websites that offer free triangle inequality
worksheets, complete with answer keys for self-assessment.



How do you verify if three lengths can form a
triangle using the triangle inequality?
To verify if three lengths can form a triangle, check that the sum of the
lengths of any two sides is greater than the length of the remaining side for
all three combinations.

What is a common mistake students make when solving
triangle inequality problems?
A common mistake is neglecting to check all combinations of side lengths,
leading to incorrect conclusions about whether the lengths can form a
triangle.

How can teachers effectively use triangle inequality
worksheets in the classroom?
Teachers can use these worksheets for group activities, quizzes, or homework
assignments to reinforce students' understanding of triangle properties and
inequalities.

What are some real-world applications of the triangle
inequality?
Real-world applications include structural engineering, navigation, and any
scenario where determining the feasibility of forming a triangle with given
distances is important.
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