
The Ransom Of Red Chief Answer Key

The ransom of red chief answer key is a popular topic among students and educators alike, particularly

those studying the short story "The Ransom of Red Chief" by O. Henry. This classic tale, filled with

humor and irony, follows the misadventures of two kidnappers who find themselves in over their heads

when they abduct a young boy. As the story unfolds, readers are often left pondering the themes,

character motivations, and plot twists. In this article, we will explore the story, its themes, and provide

an answer key to help students understand the key elements of the text.



Overview of "The Ransom of Red Chief"

"The Ransom of Red Chief" was published in 1907 and is one of O. Henry's most celebrated works.

The narrative centers around two criminals, Bill Driscoll and Sam, who decide to kidnap a wealthy

man's son to extort a ransom. However, their plan quickly goes awry as the boy, named Johnny, turns

out to be more than they bargained for.

Plot Summary

The story can be summarized in the following key points:

Kidnapping Plan: Bill and Sam plot to kidnap Johnny, the son of a prominent citizen in the small1.

town of Summit, Alabama.

Abduction: They successfully capture Johnny and take him to a secluded cave.2.

Unexpected Behavior: Instead of being scared, Johnny enjoys the adventure and begins to3.

torment his captors.

Ransom Request: The kidnappers write to Johnny's father, demanding a ransom of $2,000.4.

Role Reversal: Instead of feeling fear, Johnny becomes attached to his captors, leading to a5.

hilarious turn of events.

Conclusion: In a twist of fate, the kidnappers end up paying Johnny’s father to take him back.6.



Thematic Elements

O. Henry’s story is rich with themes that provoke thought and discussion. Some of the most prominent

themes include:

1. Irony

The story is a prime example of situational irony. The kidnappers expect to gain money but instead

find themselves paying to return the boy. This reversal of fortune is a hallmark of O. Henry's style,

making the story both engaging and thought-provoking.

2. Childhood Innocence

Johnny’s character embodies the innocence and imagination of childhood. His ability to turn a dire

situation into an adventure highlights how children can find joy in circumstances that adults perceive as

negative.

3. The Nature of Crime

The story also explores the absurdity of crime. Bill and Sam are portrayed as bumbling criminals who

are ill-prepared for the realities of kidnapping. Their incompetence serves to critique the romanticized

notions of crime often found in literature.



Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "The Ransom of Red Chief" can greatly enhance comprehension of

the story as a whole.

1. Johnny (Red Chief)

Johnny, who calls himself Red Chief, is the young boy who is kidnapped. His character is vibrant and

mischievous. Instead of being frightened, he revels in the adventure, showcasing the resilience and

creativity of youth.

2. Bill Driscoll

Bill is one of the kidnappers and serves as the primary narrator of the story. His frustration with

Johnny’s antics drives much of the humor. He represents the archetypal criminal who is ultimately

outsmarted by a child.

3. Sam

Sam, the other kidnapper, attempts to maintain some semblance of control throughout the ordeal. His

character provides a counterbalance to Bill's reactions and highlights the absurdity of their situation.

Common Questions and Answers

Students often have questions regarding the story, its characters, and themes. Here are some



common queries along with their answers:

1. What is the main conflict in "The Ransom of Red Chief"?

The main conflict arises when Bill and Sam attempt to kidnap Johnny for ransom. However, the true

conflict evolves as they struggle to deal with Johnny's spirited personality, which turns their plan upside

down.

2. How does the story end?

The story concludes with Bill and Sam realizing that they cannot handle Johnny any longer. In a

humorous twist, they offer to pay Johnny's father $250 to take him back, highlighting the irony of their

failed kidnapping.

3. What is the significance of the title "The Ransom of Red Chief"?

The title signifies the expectation of a ransom for Johnny. However, as the story progresses, it

becomes clear that the true ransom is being paid by the kidnappers themselves, making it a clever

play on words.

Study Tips for "The Ransom of Red Chief"

To fully grasp the nuances of O. Henry's story, consider the following study tips:

Read Actively: Take notes while reading to capture your thoughts and insights.



Discuss with Peers: Engaging in discussions can help deepen your understanding of the themes

and character motivations.

Analyze the Ending: Spend time reflecting on the ending and its implications for the characters

involved.

Explore Literary Devices: Consider how O. Henry uses irony, humor, and dialogue to enhance

the story.

Conclusion

In summary, the ransom of red chief answer key serves as an essential tool for students seeking to

understand O. Henry's humorous and ironic tale. Through its exploration of themes such as irony,

childhood innocence, and the nature of crime, the story remains relevant and engaging. By analyzing

the characters, themes, and plot, readers can appreciate the depth of O. Henry's storytelling and the

timelessness of his work. Whether for academic purposes or personal enjoyment, "The Ransom of

Red Chief" continues to delight readers with its wit and charm.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Ransom of Red Chief'?

The story revolves around two kidnappers who abduct a young boy named Johnny, who calls himself

Red Chief, only to find that he is more trouble than they anticipated. The boy's wild and mischievous

behavior turns their plan upside down.



How does the character of Red Chief contribute to the story's humor?

Red Chief's antics and his enjoyment of being a 'captive' create a humorous contrast to the

kidnappers' expectations. His playful and rebellious nature leads to absurd situations, making the

narrative both funny and engaging.

What is the significance of the ransom in 'The Ransom of Red Chief'?

The ransom serves as a key plot device that highlights the irony of the situation. Instead of the

kidnappers receiving money for the boy, they end up wanting to pay his father to take him back,

showcasing the reversal of power dynamics.

How does the story illustrate the theme of unintended consequences?

The kidnappers set out with a clear plan to make money, but their encounter with Red Chief leads to

unexpected chaos and frustration. This theme emphasizes that actions can lead to results far different

from what was intended.

What literary techniques does O. Henry use in 'The Ransom of Red

Chief'?

O. Henry employs irony, humor, and vivid characterizations in the story. The use of situational irony,

where the opposite of what is expected occurs, is particularly prominent and adds depth to the

narrative.
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