
The Princess Bride Cary Elwes

The Princess Bride Cary Elwes is a name that evokes fond memories for fans of the beloved 1987
film, “The Princess Bride.” Elwes, with his charming demeanor and captivating performances, played
the iconic role of Westley, the dashing young hero in a fairy tale filled with adventure, romance, and
humor. Directed by Rob Reiner and based on William Goldman’s novel of the same name, the film has
earned a cult following and continues to be celebrated for its witty dialogue, memorable characters,
and timeless themes. In this article, we will explore Cary Elwes' journey through his role in “The
Princess Bride,” his career highlights, and the impact of the film on popular culture.

Cary Elwes: An Overview

Cary Elwes, born on October 26, 1962, in Westminster, London, comes from a family with a rich
background in the arts. His mother, an actress, and his father, a successful plastic surgeon, provided
Elwes with a unique perspective on both performance and creativity. He pursued acting from a young
age, training at the prestigious London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA) before making
his way to the United States.

Early Career

Elwes began his career in theater and made his film debut in the 1984 movie “Another Country.” His
early roles showcased his talent and versatility, allowing him to transition into various genres, from
drama to comedy. However, it was his role in “The Princess Bride” that would catapult him into the
spotlight.



The Princess Bride: A Fairytale Adventure

Released in 1987, “The Princess Bride” is a unique blend of fantasy, romance, and comedy. The film
tells the story of Buttercup (Robin Wright) and her true love, Westley (Cary Elwes). It features a
whimsical narrative style, with a grandfather (Peter Falk) reading the story to his sick grandson (Fred
Savage).

Elwes as Westley

Cary Elwes’ performance as Westley is often regarded as one of his most memorable roles. His
portrayal of the charming farm boy turned masked hero captures the essence of a classic romantic
lead. The character’s journey is filled with challenges, from battling the fearsome Prince Humperdinck
(Chris Sarandon) to confronting the deadly trio of Vizzini (Wallace Shawn), Inigo Montoya (Mandy
Patinkin), and the Giant (Andre the Giant).

Key aspects of Elwes' performance include:

- Charisma: Elwes brings an undeniable charm to Westley, making him a likable and relatable hero.
- Humor: The film is known for its witty dialogue, and Elwes’ comedic timing enhances the film’s light-
hearted tone.
- Romantic Depth: His chemistry with Robin Wright as Buttercup adds emotional weight to their love
story, making their reunion impactful.

Memorable Moments

Several scenes in “The Princess Bride” have become iconic, thanks in large part to Elwes’
performance. Some standout moments include:

1. The “As you wish” Scene: Westley’s affectionate phrase to Buttercup signifies his love and
devotion.
2. The Cliffs of Insanity: Westley’s daring rescue of Buttercup showcases both his bravery and the
film’s playful tone.
3. The Battle of Wits: The showdown between Westley and Vizzini highlights Elwes’ comedic prowess
and quick thinking.

Legacy of The Princess Bride

“The Princess Bride” has transcended generations, becoming a touchstone of pop culture. Its quotable
lines, such as “Inconceivable!” and “As you wish,” are embedded in the lexicon of fans. The film’s
themes—true love, friendship, and resilience—resonate with audiences of all ages.



Impact on Elwes’ Career

The success of “The Princess Bride” solidified Cary Elwes’ status as a leading man in Hollywood.
Following the film, he starred in a diverse array of projects, including:

- “Robin Hood: Men in Tights” (1993): A comedic take on the classic Robin Hood tale, which allowed
Elwes to showcase his comedic talents.
- “Kiss the Girls” (1997): A thriller where Elwes played a pivotal role alongside Ashley Judd and
Morgan Freeman.
- “The Princess Bride” Reunion: In 2014, Elwes participated in a reunion event for the film, celebrating
its enduring legacy and sharing behind-the-scenes stories.

Behind the Scenes of The Princess Bride

The making of “The Princess Bride” was as charming as the film itself. Cary Elwes later recounted
several anecdotes in his memoir, “As You Wish: Inconceivable Tales from the Making of The Princess
Bride,” published in 2014. The book offers a glimpse into the camaraderie among the cast and crew,
as well as the challenges they faced during production.

Training for the Role

To prepare for his role as Westley, Elwes underwent serious training, particularly for the sword-
fighting scenes. He worked with renowned fight choreographer Bob Anderson, who also trained actors
in other notable films, including the original “Star Wars” trilogy. This preparation contributed to the
film’s authentic action sequences.

On Set Relationships

Elwes formed lasting friendships with his co-stars, especially Mandy Patinkin. Their on-screen rivalry
as Inigo Montoya and Westley translated into a genuine bond off-screen. The camaraderie among the
cast added to the film’s charm and authenticity, making it a memorable experience for all involved.

Elwes in Popular Culture

Cary Elwes’ portrayal of Westley has left an indelible mark on popular culture. The character is often
referenced in various media, from television shows to internet memes.

Fan Conventions and Reunions

As the film celebrates anniversaries, Elwes has participated in numerous fan conventions and reunion



events, where he shares stories and interacts with fans. His passion for the film and its legacy shines
through in these engagements, demonstrating the deep affection he has for his role and the impact it
has had on audiences.

Continued Acting Career

After “The Princess Bride,” Cary Elwes continued to act in films and television series, exploring
different genres and characters. Notable projects include:

- “The X-Files”: Appearing in the iconic series, Elwes showcased his versatility as an actor.
- “Stranger Things”: In the popular Netflix series, he played a significant role, introducing him to a
new generation of fans.

Conclusion

Cary Elwes’ portrayal of Westley in “The Princess Bride” remains a defining moment in his career and
a cherished part of cinematic history. The film’s blend of romance, adventure, and humor continues to
resonate with audiences, ensuring its place in the hearts of fans worldwide. Elwes’ performance,
marked by charisma and depth, contributes to the timeless appeal of the story. As he continues to
celebrate the legacy of “The Princess Bride,” Cary Elwes stands as a testament to the enduring power
of love, friendship, and the magic of storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Cary Elwes play in 'The Princess Bride'?
Cary Elwes played the role of Westley, the dashing hero and true love of Buttercup in 'The Princess
Bride'.

What is the significance of Cary Elwes's performance in 'The
Princess Bride'?
Cary Elwes's performance is significant for its blend of charm, humor, and swashbuckling action,
which helped establish the film as a cult classic.

Did Cary Elwes perform his own stunts in 'The Princess Bride'?
Yes, Cary Elwes performed many of his own stunts in 'The Princess Bride', including sword fighting
scenes, which added authenticity to his character.

How did Cary Elwes prepare for the role of Westley?
Cary Elwes prepared for the role of Westley by training in sword fighting and working on his comedic
timing to deliver the film's witty dialogue effectively.



What memorable quotes did Cary Elwes deliver as Westley?
Cary Elwes delivered several memorable quotes as Westley, including 'As you wish,' which has
become an iconic line in film history.

How has Cary Elwes's portrayal of Westley influenced pop
culture?
Cary Elwes's portrayal of Westley has influenced pop culture through its memorable lines and the
film's enduring popularity, inspiring countless references and homages in various media.

What impact did 'The Princess Bride' have on Cary Elwes's
career?
The success of 'The Princess Bride' significantly boosted Cary Elwes's career, leading to more
prominent roles in films and establishing him as a beloved actor in the fantasy genre.
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