
The Princess And The Goblin George
Macdonald

The Princess and the Goblin by George MacDonald is a timeless tale that
intertwines fantasy, adventure, and moral lessons, captivating readers of all
ages. First published in 1872, this enchanting story takes us on a journey
through a magical kingdom where a young princess named Irene befriends a
brave boy named Curdie. Together, they confront the sinister goblins who
threaten their peaceful lives. MacDonald’s rich narrative not only entertains
but also delves into themes of courage, friendship, and the importance of
intuition.



Overview of the Story

The narrative unfolds in a fantastical realm where Princess Irene lives in a
castle with her father, the king. The kingdom is under threat from a horde of
goblins that dwell beneath the earth. These creatures are cunning and
malevolent, seeking to disrupt the harmony of the surface world. Irene's
world changes dramatically when she discovers a hidden thread that connects
her to her mysterious grandmother, who possesses magical powers. This
connection becomes crucial as Irene and Curdie work together to thwart the
goblins' nefarious plans.

Character Analysis

The characters in The Princess and the Goblin are vividly drawn, each serving
a distinct purpose in the narrative.

1. Princess Irene:
- A curious and brave young girl, Irene embodies innocence and virtue. Her
journey from naivety to understanding is central to the story.
- Her relationship with her grandmother showcases her trust in the unseen and
her willingness to embrace the magical aspects of her world.

2. Curdie:
- A courageous miner boy, Curdie represents the working class and the
everyday hero. His adventurous spirit and loyalty to Irene make him an
indispensable ally.
- His ability to listen to the “inner voice” guides him, emphasizing the
story's theme of intuition.

3. The Goblins:
- The antagonists of the story, these goblins symbolize the darkness and
malevolence that can exist in the world.
- Their grotesque nature and cunning tactics serve as a foil to the purity of
Irene and Curdie's characters.

4. Irene's Grandmother:
- A mystical figure, she embodies wisdom and protective love. Her ability to
provide Irene with a magical thread represents the guidance and support that
one can receive from family, even from afar.

Major Themes

MacDonald's narrative is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers.
Some of the most prominent include:

- Courage and Bravery:
- Irene and Curdie demonstrate that true bravery is not the absence of fear,
but the determination to overcome it. Their adventures require them to face
their fears head-on, illustrating the idea that courage is essential in times
of danger.

- The Power of Intuition:
- The magical thread that connects Irene to her grandmother symbolizes the
importance of trusting one's instincts. Throughout the story, both Irene and



Curdie learn to listen to their inner voices, which guide them through
perilous situations.

- Friendship and Loyalty:
- The bond between Irene and Curdie exemplifies the strength found in true
friendship. Their loyalty to one another fosters resilience and
determination, enabling them to confront the challenges posed by the goblins.

- Good vs. Evil:
- The battle between the innocent inhabitants of the kingdom and the
malicious goblins serves as a classic representation of the struggle between
good and evil. MacDonald effectively portrays the idea that goodness can
prevail if one remains steadfast in their values.

Plot Summary

The plot of The Princess and the Goblin is both engaging and multi-layered.
Below is a breakdown of the key events in the story:

1. Introduction to the Kingdom:
- The story begins with Princess Irene living in a castle and enjoying her
carefree life. However, the presence of goblins lurking underground casts a
shadow over the kingdom.

2. Irene’s Discovery:
- Irene meets her grandmother, who introduces her to a magical thread that
connects them. This thread serves as a lifeline, guiding Irene when danger
looms.

3. Curdie’s Role:
- Curdie, a brave miner boy, becomes friends with Irene. He learns about the
goblins' plans and vows to protect her.

4. The Goblin Threat:
- The goblins plot to kidnap Irene, believing they can use her to gain power
over the kingdom. Curdie overhears their plans and devises a strategy to
thwart them.

5. Adventures and Challenges:
- Irene and Curdie face numerous challenges as they attempt to outsmart the
goblins. Their adventures are fraught with danger, but the thread and their
friendship help them navigate through.

6. Confrontation with the Goblins:
- The climax occurs when Irene and Curdie confront the goblins in their
underground lair. Using their wits, they manage to outsmart the creatures and
save the kingdom.

7. Resolution:
- The story concludes with the goblins defeated and the kingdom restored to
peace. Irene’s growth throughout the story highlights her transformation from
a sheltered princess to a courageous young girl.



Literary Significance

The Princess and the Goblin holds a significant place in children’s
literature, particularly as a precursor to modern fantasy tales. George
MacDonald’s imaginative storytelling and rich character development
influenced many authors, including J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis. Through
this work, MacDonald explored themes that remain relevant today:

- Moral Education:
- MacDonald’s stories often serve as moral tales for children, providing
lessons on character, virtue, and the importance of making wise choices.

- Fantasy as a Genre:
- The book exemplifies the early use of fantasy in children's literature,
creating a vivid world that encourages imagination. The magical elements,
such as Irene’s thread and her grandmother’s powers, contribute to the
fantastical atmosphere.

- Emotional Depth:
- Unlike many fairy tales of his time, MacDonald’s characters possess
emotional complexity. Readers can connect with the characters’ struggles,
making the story resonate on a deeper level.

Conclusion

The Princess and the Goblin by George MacDonald is more than just a charming
fairy tale; it is a profound narrative that explores essential life lessons
through the lens of fantasy. The interplay between courage, intuition,
friendship, and the eternal battle between good and evil captivates readers
and encourages self-reflection. MacDonald’s masterful storytelling continues
to inspire generations, making it a cherished classic that deserves a place
in both children’s literature and the broader literary canon. Whether read
aloud to children or enjoyed by adults, this enchanting tale remains a
timeless treasure, inviting readers to believe in magic and the power of love
and bravery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'The Princess and the
Goblin' by George MacDonald?
The story follows Princess Irene and her adventures as she encounters a race
of goblins who live underground and plot against her. With the help of her
magical grandmother and a brave young boy named Curdie, she learns to
confront her fears and protect her kingdom.

What themes are explored in 'The Princess and the
Goblin'?
Key themes include bravery, the battle between good and evil, the importance
of faith and trust, and the transition from childhood to maturity.



How does George MacDonald incorporate fantasy
elements into 'The Princess and the Goblin'?
MacDonald uses magical elements, such as Irene's grandmother who has the
ability to spin thread that leads to safety, and the goblins who possess
unique characteristics and abilities, to create a whimsical yet moralistic
tale.

What role does the character of Curdie play in the
story?
Curdie, a young miner, serves as both a companion to Princess Irene and a
hero in his own right. He uses his intelligence and courage to uncover the
goblins' plans and assist Irene, showcasing themes of friendship and loyalty.

How does 'The Princess and the Goblin' compare to
other children's literature of its time?
Unlike many children's stories of the Victorian era that often focus solely
on morals, MacDonald's work blends adventure with deeper philosophical
themes, making it a precursor to modern children's fantasy literature.

What impact has 'The Princess and the Goblin' had on
modern fantasy literature?
The book is considered a significant influence on later fantasy writers,
including C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien, due to its imaginative storytelling,
complex characters, and exploration of moral themes.
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