
The Roaring 20s Webquest Answer Key

The Roaring 20s Webquest Answer Key serves as a pivotal resource for educators and
students alike, helping to explore the vibrant and transformative decade of the 1920s in
American history. This era was marked by significant changes in culture, economics, and
society, often characterized by a spirit of rebellion against traditional norms. The “Roaring
Twenties” was a time of jazz music, flappers, prohibition, and economic prosperity. This
article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the Roaring 20s, highlighting key
events, cultural shifts, and historical figures that shaped the decade, while also serving as
a guide to the webquest answer key.



Overview of the Roaring 20s

The Roaring Twenties was a decade of dramatic social and political change in the United
States. Following the end of World War I, Americans experienced a shift towards
modernity, which brought about new forms of expression and lifestyles. This period is
often remembered for its economic growth, cultural flowering, and the clash between
traditional values and modern ideas.

Cultural Developments

1. Jazz Age: The 1920s are often referred to as the Jazz Age due to the immense popularity
of jazz music, which originated in African American communities. Key figures include
Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and Bessie Smith, who contributed to the genre’s
evolution.

2. Flappers and Changing Gender Roles: The emergence of the flapper symbolized a new
era for women. Flappers were known for their bold fashion choices, including short skirts
and bobbed hair, as well as their willingness to challenge societal norms regarding
behavior and sexuality.

3. Literature and the Lost Generation: The 1920s also gave rise to a group of American
writers known as the Lost Generation. Figures like Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald,
and Gertrude Stein expressed disillusionment with post-war society through their works,
often critiquing the materialism and moral decay they observed.

Economic Changes

The economy of the 1920s was marked by substantial growth and innovation, leading to
significant changes in the American way of life.

Economic Boom

- Mass Production and Consumerism: The introduction of assembly lines revolutionized
manufacturing, notably in the automobile industry led by Henry Ford. This resulted in
lower prices and increased availability of consumer goods, which fueled a culture of
consumerism.

- Stock Market Speculation: As people became more financially savvy and invested in the
stock market, speculation became rampant. Many individuals sought quick wealth, which
eventually led to the stock market crash of 1929.



Employment and Labor Strikes

While the economy boomed, not all Americans shared in the prosperity. Labor strikes were
prevalent as workers fought for better wages and working conditions.

- Significant Strikes:
- The Boston Police Strike (1919)
- The Steel Strike (1919)
- The Coal Miners' Strike (1920)

These strikes underscored the tensions between labor and management, highlighting the
struggles workers faced during a time of economic growth.

Social Changes

The Roaring Twenties was a period of significant social change, reflecting a departure
from traditional values.

Prohibition and Organized Crime

The 18th Amendment, ratified in 1920, prohibited the manufacture, sale, and
transportation of alcoholic beverages. This led to unintended consequences:

- Rise of Speakeasies: Illegal bars known as speakeasies emerged, providing a venue for
socializing and entertainment.
- Organized Crime: Figures like Al Capone capitalized on the illegal liquor trade, resulting
in violent turf wars and increased law enforcement efforts.

Racial Tensions and the Harlem Renaissance

The decade also saw significant racial tensions, particularly in the wake of the Great
Migration, where African Americans moved northward for better opportunities.

- Harlem Renaissance: This cultural movement celebrated African American culture, art,
and literature. Figures such as Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and Claude McKay
emerged as influential voices, championing racial pride and artistic expression.

Political Changes

The political landscape of the 1920s was characterized by a return to isolationism and a
focus on domestic issues.



Presidential Administrations

- Warren G. Harding (1921-1923): Harding’s presidency was marred by scandals,
including the Teapot Dome scandal, which involved the illegal leasing of federal oil
reserves.

- Calvin Coolidge (1923-1929): Known for his laissez-faire approach to the economy,
Coolidge believed that “the business of America is business,” which resonated during a
time of economic prosperity.

Immigration and Quota Laws

The 1920s also saw a backlash against immigration, leading to the implementation of
restrictive quota laws in 1921 and 1924. These laws aimed to limit the number of
immigrants from certain countries, reflecting nativist sentiments prevalent during the
decade.

Conclusion

The Roaring 20s was a complex and dynamic decade that encapsulated a range of social,
cultural, and economic changes. The interplay between progressivism and conservatism,
innovation and tradition, defined this era. Understanding this period is crucial for
grasping the broader historical context of the United States and its evolution into a
modern nation.

For educators, the Roaring 20s Webquest Answer Key serves as an essential tool to guide
students through this transformative decade. It helps in assessing their understanding of
key themes, events, and figures, ensuring that they appreciate the intricacies of this
fascinating period in American history. By engaging with the webquest, students can
explore the multifaceted aspects of the 1920s, fostering a deeper comprehension of how
this era laid the groundwork for future developments in the United States.

In summary, the Roaring Twenties was not just a time of excess and joy, but also a period
marked by significant struggles and changes that would shape the future of the nation.
Whether through the lens of art, economy, or social change, the legacy of the 1920s
continues to resonate, making it an essential topic for exploration in any historical
curriculum.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main cultural developments during the



Roaring 20s?
The Roaring 20s saw significant cultural developments including the rise of jazz music, the
flapper lifestyle, the Harlem Renaissance, and the popularity of speakeasies.

How did the economy influence the lifestyle of people in
the 1920s?
The booming economy allowed for increased consumer spending, leading to a rise in
luxury goods, automobiles, and home appliances, which significantly changed lifestyles.

What role did women play in the social changes of the
1920s?
Women gained more social freedoms, such as voting rights with the 19th Amendment and
embracing more liberal lifestyles, including fashion choices and behavior, symbolized by
the flapper.

What was Prohibition, and how did it impact society in
the 1920s?
Prohibition was the nationwide ban on alcohol that lasted from 1920 to 1933, leading to
the rise of organized crime, speakeasies, and a culture of defiance against the law.

What was the significance of the Harlem Renaissance?
The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural movement that celebrated African American
culture, arts, and identity, leading to increased recognition of black artists, writers, and
musicians.

How did the advent of mass media affect the Roaring
20s?
Mass media, including radio and cinema, played a crucial role in shaping public opinion,
spreading new ideas, and popularizing culture, as well as creating national celebrities.

What are some key technological advancements from
the 1920s?
Key technological advancements included the widespread use of automobiles, radio
broadcasting, and household appliances like refrigerators and washing machines, which
transformed daily life.

What was the impact of the stock market crash of 1929
on the Roaring 20s?
The stock market crash marked the end of the Roaring 20s, leading to the Great
Depression, which reversed many of the social and economic advancements made during
the decade.



How did art and literature reflect the spirit of the
Roaring 20s?
Art and literature from the 1920s often reflected themes of modernity, disillusionment,
and the struggle between traditional values and new societal norms, as seen in works by
authors like F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway.
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