The Prodigal God By Timothy Keller
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Author of the New York Times bestseller The Reason Fr” God

The Prodigal God is a thought-provoking exploration of the parable of the prodigal son as told in the
Gospel of Luke. Timothy Keller, a renowned pastor and author, delves deep into the themes of grace,
forgiveness, and the nature of God’s love in this compelling work. Through his insightful analysis,
Keller challenges readers to reconsider their understanding of God and the implications of the parable

for both the religious and the irreligious.



The Central Theme of The Prodigal God

At the heart of Keller's book is the notion that the parable of the prodigal son is not merely a story
about a wayward son but a profound commentary on the nature of God as a compassionate Father.
Keller argues that both sons in the parable represent different ways of estrangement from God and

that the true nature of the Gospel is revealed through their interactions with the father.

The Parable of the Prodigal Son

The parable can be found in Luke 15:11-32, and it tells the story of a younger son who demands his
inheritance early, squanders it on reckless living, and eventually returns home in shame. The father,
filled with compassion, welcomes him back with open arms. Meanwhile, the elder brother, who has

been dutiful and obedient, becomes resentful of the father's grace towards the younger son.
Keller highlights several key elements of the parable:

1. The Younger Son: The prodigal son represents those who abandon God in pursuit of self-
gratification. He embodies the spirit of rebellion and independence, ultimately realizing that true

fulfillment cannot be found outside of a relationship with his father.

2. The Elder Son: In contrast, the elder son symbolizes those who adhere to religious rules and
morality. His resentment towards the father's grace reveals that he, too, is estranged from the father,

albeit in a different manner.

3. The Father: The father is a representation of God, whose love transcends human understanding.

His willingness to forgive and embrace the wayward son illustrates the depth of divine grace.



The Nature of God’s Grace

Keller emphasizes that the essence of the Gospel is rooted in the concept of grace. He argues that
both sons are equally lost, each needing the father's love. The father's response to the return of the
younger son is a testament to the boundless grace of God, which is available to all, regardless of their

past.



