
The Savage Wars Of Peace

The Savage Wars of Peace is a term that encapsulates the complex and often brutal phenomena of
modern military interventions that are ostensibly aimed at establishing peace but often lead to
prolonged violence and suffering. This phrase is particularly relevant in the context of the 21st
century, where the lines between war and peace have blurred, and the motives behind military
interventions have become increasingly scrutinized. In this article, we will explore the historical
context, key examples, consequences, and critiques surrounding the savage wars of peace.



Historical Context

The concept of "savage wars of peace" can be traced back to the colonial era, where European
powers justified their conquests as civilizing missions. However, it gained prominence in the late
20th and early 21st centuries, particularly in the context of U.S. foreign policy. The phrase is notably
associated with the writings of military theorists and historians who argue that interventions aimed
at creating stability often lead to unintended chaos.

Colonial Roots

During the colonial era, European nations waged wars under the guise of bringing civilization and
order to "savage" lands. This justification was often accompanied by brutal tactics:

- Subjugation of Indigenous Populations: Native communities faced massacres, forced relocations,
and cultural erasure.
- Economic Exploitation: Colonizers extracted resources, often leading to long-term economic
destabilization of the colonized regions.

These early examples set the stage for future interventions framed as efforts to establish peace and
democracy.

Cold War and Beyond

The Cold War era saw numerous interventions justified by the need to contain communism. U.S.
involvement in Vietnam, Central America, and the Middle East exemplifies this trend. The rationale
was often couched in terms of protecting human rights and promoting democracy, yet the results
were frequently catastrophic.

- Vietnam War (1955-1975): Aimed at stopping the spread of communism, the war resulted in
millions of deaths and widespread devastation.
- Central America: U.S. support for authoritarian regimes under the banner of anti-communism led
to human rights abuses and civil wars.

The end of the Cold War did not mark the end of such interventions; instead, the 21st century has
seen a resurgence of military actions framed as peacekeeping or humanitarian missions.

Key Examples of Savage Wars of Peace

Several military interventions in recent history illustrate the concept of savage wars of peace. We
will analyze three significant examples: Iraq, Afghanistan, and Libya.



Iraq War (2003-2011)

The invasion of Iraq is often cited as a quintessential example of a savage war of peace. Initiated
under the pretext of dismantling weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) and promoting democracy,
the war led to significant casualties and widespread instability.

- Immediate Consequences:
- Over 4,500 U.S. military personnel killed.
- Estimates of Iraqi civilian casualties range from 100,000 to over 1 million.
- Long-term Effects:
- The power vacuum created by the removal of Saddam Hussein contributed to the rise of ISIS.
- Ongoing sectarian violence and instability in the region.

The war's justification has been thoroughly criticized, with many arguing that the true motives were
rooted in geopolitical interests rather than genuine concerns for democracy or human rights.

Afghanistan War (2001-2021)

Initially launched in response to the September 11 attacks, the Afghanistan War began with a clear
mission: to dismantle al-Qaeda and remove the Taliban from power. However, the ensuing two-
decade conflict illustrates the challenges of establishing peace through military means.

- Operation Enduring Freedom: The U.S.-led invasion aimed to create a stable democratic
government but faced numerous obstacles.
- Escalating Violence:
- Civilian casualties remained high, with estimates indicating tens of thousands of Afghan civilians
killed.
- The war transitioned from a counter-terrorism operation to a nation-building endeavor, leading to
further complications.

The withdrawal of U.S. troops in 2021 and the subsequent return of the Taliban to power raised
questions about the effectiveness of the intervention and the cost of the prolonged conflict.

Libya Intervention (2011)

The intervention in Libya, initially framed as a humanitarian effort to protect civilians during the
civil war against Muammar Gaddafi, offers another example of a savage war of peace.

- NATO's Involvement: The intervention received UN approval but faced criticism for exceeding its
mandate, leading to regime change.
- Post-Intervention Chaos:
- The aftermath saw the country descend into civil war, with various factions vying for power.
- Ongoing violence and instability have resulted in significant humanitarian crises.

This intervention highlights the complexities of military actions framed as peacekeeping, where the
initial intention of protecting civilians can lead to unintended consequences.



Consequences of Savage Wars of Peace

The consequences of these interventions are multifaceted and often devastating, affecting not only
the target nations but also regional and global stability.

Humanitarian Impact

The human cost of savage wars of peace is staggering:

- Civilian Casualties: Millions of civilians have been killed or displaced due to conflicts framed as
peacekeeping missions.
- Refugee Crises: Conflicts have led to significant population displacements, resulting in
humanitarian crises and straining resources in neighboring countries.

Political Instability

Rather than fostering stable democracies, these interventions often lead to:

- Power Vacuums: Removal of authoritarian regimes can create chaos, allowing extremist groups to
rise.
- Prolonged Conflicts: Ongoing violence and instability can persist long after military interventions,
complicating peace efforts.

Global Perception of Military Interventions

The repeated failures of military interventions have led to skepticism regarding the motives behind
such actions:

- Distrust in Western Powers: Many nations view interventions as neo-imperialist tactics rather than
genuine efforts to promote peace.
- Erosion of Credibility: The failure to achieve declared objectives undermines the legitimacy of
future interventions.

Critiques of the Savage Wars of Peace

As the consequences of savage wars of peace become clearer, scholars, policymakers, and activists
have raised significant critiques of this approach to foreign intervention.

Moral and Ethical Considerations



Critics argue that waging war in the name of peace raises profound moral questions:

- Just War Theory: The ethical justification for war is often challenged when the outcomes contradict
the principles of just war theory, which emphasizes the importance of proportionality and
discrimination.
- Human Rights Violations: Military interventions often lead to human rights abuses, undermining
the very principles they claim to uphold.

Alternative Approaches

Many scholars and activists advocate for alternative approaches to conflict resolution:

- Diplomacy and Dialogue: Emphasizing negotiation and diplomatic solutions can lead to more
sustainable outcomes.
- Development Aid: Investing in economic development and social infrastructure can address root
causes of conflict without resorting to military force.

Conclusion

The concept of the savage wars of peace highlights the complexities and contradictions inherent in
modern military interventions. While the intentions may be framed as altruistic—aiming to promote
stability, democracy, and human rights—the results often reveal a darker reality marked by violence,
chaos, and suffering. As we move forward, it is crucial to critically evaluate the implications of such
interventions and explore alternative pathways to peace that prioritize diplomacy and development
over military might. Understanding the lessons of the past will be essential in shaping a more
peaceful and just future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Savage Wars of
Peace'?
The book primarily explores themes of imperialism, the complexities of military intervention, and the
moral dilemmas faced by soldiers and policymakers in colonial and post-colonial contexts.

How does 'The Savage Wars of Peace' address the concept of
military intervention?
The book critiques military intervention by highlighting its unintended consequences, the often
blurred lines between peacekeeping and warfare, and the ethical implications of foreign involvement
in sovereign nations.



What historical context does 'The Savage Wars of Peace'
provide for understanding modern conflicts?
It provides a historical overview of U.S. military engagements from the late 19th century to the
present, illustrating how past interventions shape contemporary foreign policy and military strategy.

Who is the author of 'The Savage Wars of Peace' and what is
their background?
The author is Frank W. W. McCoy, a historian and military expert known for his work on U.S. foreign
policy and military history, particularly in relation to colonialism and interventions.

What criticisms does 'The Savage Wars of Peace' make about
U.S. foreign policy?
The book criticizes U.S. foreign policy for its tendency to prioritize strategic interests over
humanitarian concerns, resulting in cycles of violence and instability in regions where interventions
occur.
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