
The Secrets In Their Eyes

The Secrets in Their Eyes is a compelling examination of memory, justice, and
the complexities of human emotions. This critically acclaimed film,
originally released in 2009 and directed by Juan José Campanella, weaves a
complex narrative that combines elements of crime, drama, and romance. Set
against the backdrop of Argentina’s tumultuous past, the story follows a
retired legal counselor who seeks closure on a 25-year-old unsolved murder
case that has haunted him for decades. The film delves deep into the
psychological scars left by unresolved trauma, making it a poignant
exploration of the human condition.



Plot Overview

The narrative of The Secrets in Their Eyes unfolds through a non-linear
structure, shifting between the past and present. The protagonist, Benjamín
Esposito (played by Ricardo Darín), is a retired judicial employee who
decides to write a novel about a rape and murder case that he investigated in
the 1970s. The case revolves around the brutal murder of Liliana Colotto, a
young woman whose death left a lasting impression on Benjamín and his
colleagues.

Key Characters

- Benjamín Esposito: The main character, whose obsession with the unsolved
case drives the narrative.
- Irene Menéndez Hastings: Benjamín's superior and love interest, portrayed
by Soledad Villamil. Her character adds emotional depth to the story.
- Ricardo Morales: The grieving husband of Liliana, played by Pablo Rago. His
character embodies the personal tragedy at the heart of the film.
- The Murderer: The film reveals the identity of the murderer, which adds
layers of complexity to the narrative, showcasing themes of justice and
vengeance.

Themes and Motifs

The Secrets in Their Eyes is rich in themes that resonate deeply with the
audience. Here are some of the most prominent:

Memory and the Passage of Time

The film explores the concept of memory, particularly how it shapes our
identities and influences our actions. Benjamín's memories of the case are
vivid yet fragmented, reflecting the way trauma can distort recollection:

1. Nostalgia: The film evokes a sense of nostalgia, particularly through
Benjamín's memories of his youth and his unfulfilled love for Irene.
2. Regret: The characters frequently confront their regrets, particularly
regarding the choices they made in the past.
3. Closure: Benjamín's journey is ultimately about finding closure, both for
himself and for the victim's family.

Justice and Injustice



The film raises profound questions about justice, particularly in the context
of a society struggling to come to terms with its violent past. It critiques
the legal system and its failures:

- Ineffectiveness of the System: The case goes unsolved due to bureaucratic
inefficiencies and corruption.
- Vigilante Justice: The film examines the lengths to which individuals will
go to seek justice for themselves or their loved ones.
- Moral Ambiguity: The characters often grapple with moral dilemmas, blurring
the lines between right and wrong.

Love and Obsession

At its core, The Secrets in Their Eyes is as much a love story as it is a
crime thriller. The relationship between Benjamín and Irene is complex and
fraught with tension:

- Unrequited Love: Benjamín's feelings for Irene fuel his actions throughout
the film.
- Emotional Turmoil: Their relationship is marked by unspoken words and
missed opportunities, adding to the film's emotional weight.
- Sacrifice: Both characters make sacrifices for the sake of their careers
and personal convictions, highlighting the cost of their choices.

Cinematic Techniques

The film’s success can be attributed to its masterful use of various
cinematic techniques that enhance the storytelling:

Editing and Non-linear Narrative

The non-linear structure of the film allows for a deeper exploration of the
characters' psyches. The editing plays a crucial role in weaving together
past and present, creating a sense of urgency and nostalgia.

- Flashbacks: Strategic flashbacks reveal critical information about the case
and the characters’ relationships.
- Juxtaposition: The contrast between the vibrant past and the somber present
emphasizes the characters’ emotional struggles.

Visual Storytelling

The film’s cinematography captures the essence of Argentina, from its



bustling streets to its quiet corners:

- Color Palette: The use of warm colors in the past sequences contrasts
sharply with the cooler tones of the present, reflecting the characters’
emotional states.
- Symbolism: Objects and locations are imbued with meaning, serving as
metaphors for memory and loss.

Sound and Score

The score, composed by Emilio Kauderer, enhances the emotional impact of the
film:

- Melancholic Themes: The music underscores the film's themes of loss and
longing, creating an emotionally resonant experience.
- Silence and Sound: The interplay between silence and sound heightens
tension and emphasizes key moments in the narrative.

Critical Reception and Awards

The Secrets in Their Eyes received widespread acclaim, both domestically and
internationally. The film won the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language
Film in 2010, further solidifying its status as a modern classic.

Audience Response

Audiences praised the film for its intricate storytelling, powerful
performances, and emotional depth. It resonated with viewers on multiple
levels, making it a favorite among fans of both drama and thriller genres.

Impact on Argentinian Cinema

The film is often credited with revitalizing interest in Argentinian cinema
on the global stage, paving the way for future filmmakers to explore complex
narratives and characters.

Conclusion

The Secrets in Their Eyes is a masterful blend of mystery, romance, and
social commentary. It invites viewers to reflect not only on the nature of
justice and memory but also on the enduring impact of love and loss. Through



its rich characters and intricate storytelling, the film captures the essence
of human experience, leaving a lasting impression long after the credits
roll. As Benjamín seeks to uncover the truth behind Liliana's murder, he
ultimately confronts the deeper truths about himself and the society he
inhabits, making this film a timeless exploration of the secrets that reside
within us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Secrets in Their
Eyes'?
The main theme revolves around the exploration of justice, memory, and the
impact of unresolved trauma on personal relationships.

How does the narrative structure of 'The Secrets in
Their Eyes' enhance the story?
The film employs a non-linear narrative, alternating between the past and
present, which adds depth to character development and builds suspense around
the unresolved murder case.

What role does the setting play in 'The Secrets in
Their Eyes'?
The setting of Argentina during the political turmoil of the 1970s provides a
backdrop that reflects the societal issues of the time, influencing the
characters' actions and motivations.

How does the protagonist's job as a legal counselor
affect his personal life in the film?
The protagonist's role as a legal counselor creates a conflict between his
professional duties and personal emotions, particularly in his unresolved
feelings for a colleague, which complicates his pursuit of justice.

What is the significance of the title 'The Secrets
in Their Eyes'?
The title suggests the hidden truths and emotions that are often unspoken,
emphasizing how people's true feelings and secrets can be reflected in their
eyes.

How does 'The Secrets in Their Eyes' address the



concept of justice?
The film critiques the legal system and explores the idea of personal justice
versus societal justice, highlighting how the pursuit of truth can be fraught
with moral ambiguity.

What impact did 'The Secrets in Their Eyes' have on
international cinema?
The film gained critical acclaim and won the Academy Award for Best Foreign
Language Film, helping to elevate Argentine cinema on the international stage
and inspiring remakes in other countries.

What are the key emotional moments in 'The Secrets
in Their Eyes'?
Key emotional moments include the protagonist's reflections on lost love, the
haunting memories of the murder case, and the final revelation that ties
together past and present, evoking a powerful sense of closure.
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