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The Simon and Garfunkel Collection represents a rich tapestry of music that has touched the
hearts of millions around the globe. Formed in the early 1960s, this iconic duo, consisting of Paul
Simon and Art Garfunkel, blended folk, rock, and pop in a way that resonated deeply with the social
and cultural changes of the era. Their harmonious vocals, poignant lyrics, and timeless melodies have
led to a lasting legacy that continues to influence artists today. This article delves into their journey,
the significance of their collection, key albums, notable songs, and their impact on music and culture.

Background of Simon and Garfunkel

Early Years

Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel grew up in Queens, New York, where they first met in elementary
school. Their friendship blossomed in the late 1950s when they began performing together under the
name “Tom & Jerry,” achieving modest success with their single "Hey, Schoolgirl." However, it wasn't
until they reunited in 1963 that they began to carve out their unique sound and identity as Simon and
Garfunkel.



The Rise to Fame

The duo's breakthrough came with the release of their debut aloum, Wednesday Morning, 3 A.M., in
1964. Although it initially failed to chart, the album laid the groundwork for their future success. Their
song “The Sound of Silence” gained popularity after being re-produced with electric instrumentation,
leading to their first major hit. By the mid-1960s, Simon and Garfunkel were at the forefront of the
folk-rock movement, appealing to a generation seeking both musical innovation and cultural
commentary.

The Simon and Garfunkel Collection: Key Albums

The Simon and Garfunkel Collection is often characterized by a series of influential albums that
showcase their evolution as artists. Some of the most significant albums include:

1. Wednesday Morning, 3 A.M. (1964)

- Features: “The Sound of Silence,” “Bleecker Street,” “He Was My Brother”
- Significance: This debut album introduced their signature harmonies and introspective lyrics,
establishing their place in the folk music scene.

2. Sounds of Silence (1966)

- Features: “The Sound of Silence,” “Homeward Bound,” “Kathy’s Song”
- Significance: The reworked title track brought them commercial success and solidified their status as
leading voices of the 1960s.

3. Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme (1966)

- Features: “Scarborough Fair/Canticle,” “The 59th Street Bridge Song (Feelin’ Groovy),” “Homeward
Bound”

- Significance: This album showcased their growth, both lyrically and musically, incorporating social
commentary and complex arrangements.

4. Bookends (1968)

- Features: “Mrs. Robinson,” “A Hazy Shade of Winter,” “Fakin’ It”
- Significance: The album includes one of their most famous songs, “Mrs. Robinson,” which became a
cultural touchstone after its feature in the film The Graduate.



5. Bridge Over Troubled Water (1970)

- Features: “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” “The Boxer,” “Cecilia”
- Significance: This album marked the peak of their commercial success, blending gospel influences
with their folk roots and earning them multiple Grammy Awards.

Notable Songs and Their Impact

The Simon and Garfunkel Collection is defined not only by their albums but also by their individual
songs. Some of their most notable tracks include:

1. The Sound of Silence

- Released: 1964 (original), 1965 (re-recorded version)
- Impact: This haunting ballad speaks to themes of isolation and disconnection, capturing the feelings
of a generation grappling with societal changes.

2. Bridge Over Troubled Water

- Released: 1970
- Impact: This powerful anthem of hope and support has been covered by numerous artists and
remains a staple in popular music, resonating with listeners in times of need.

3. The Boxer

- Released: 1969
- Impact: The song tells the story of perseverance in the face of adversity, earning a place in the
hearts of those who relate to its struggles and triumphs.

4. Mrs. Robinson

- Released: 1968
- Impact: Known for its catchy melody and cultural references, this song became emblematic of the
1960s, representing the disillusionment and quest for meaning in modern life.

5. Cecilia

- Released: 1970
- Impact: This upbeat, playful song has endured as a fan favorite, showcasing the duo's ability to



blend humor with heartfelt emotion.

Cultural Significance and Legacy

The influence of Simon and Garfunkel extends far beyond their music. Their songs encapsulated the
spirit of the 1960s and early 1970s, speaking to the concerns of youth during a time of significant
political and social upheaval.

1. A Voice of a Generation

Simon and Garfunkel’s music often addressed themes of love, loss, and social issues. They provided a
soundtrack for the counterculture movement, resonating with young people seeking change and
understanding. Their ability to articulate the feelings and struggles of their generation helped to
establish them as cultural icons.

2. Influence on Future Artists

Many contemporary artists cite Simon and Garfunkel as significant influences on their work. Their
blend of folk and rock, intricate harmonies, and thoughtful lyrics continue to inspire musicians across
genres. Artists like Fleet Foxes, Iron & Wine, and Mumford & Sons have drawn from their stylistic
elements, demonstrating the duo's lasting impact on music.

3. Revival in Popular Culture

The songs of Simon and Garfunkel have enjoyed revivals through films, television shows, and
commercials. Their music has been featured in various media, often evoking nostalgia while
introducing their timeless sound to new audiences. The renewed interest has ensured that the duo
remains relevant in discussions about music history.

Conclusion

The Simon and Garfunkel Collection is not just a compilation of songs; it is a cultural artifact that
reflects the complexities of human emotion and social dynamics during a pivotal time in history. Their
unique blend of melodic harmonies and poignant lyrics has left an indelible mark on the world of
music. As we continue to explore their work, we uncover the layers of meaning within their songs,
reminding us of the power of music to connect, inspire, and heal. The legacy of Simon and Garfunkel
endures, a testament to their artistry and the timeless relevance of their message.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in 'The Simon and Garfunkel Collection'?

The collection features a comprehensive assortment of Simon and Garfunkel's greatest hits, including
iconic tracks like 'The Sound of Silence', 'Bridge Over Troubled Water', and 'Mrs. Robinson', along with
rare recordings and live performances.

When was 'The Simon and Garfunkel Collection' released?

‘The Simon and Garfunkel Collection' was released on October 29, 1999, serving as a retrospective of
the duo's influential music career.

Who are the primary artists behind 'The Simon and Garfunkel
Collection"?

The collection features the legendary folk-rock duo Simon and Garfunkel, consisting of singer-
songwriter Paul Simon and vocalist Art Garfunkel.

What makes 'The Simon and Garfunkel Collection’' significant
in music history?

The collection is significant as it encapsulates the duo's impact on the folk-rock genre, their lyrical
depth, and their harmonious sound, influencing countless artists and shaping music in the 1960s and
beyond.

Are there any unreleased tracks in 'The Simon and Garfunkel
Collection'?

Yes, 'The Simon and Garfunkel Collection' includes some previously unreleased tracks and alternate
versions, providing fans with unique insights into the duo's creative process.

Is 'The Simon and Garfunkel Collection’ available in digital
format?

Yes, the collection is available for purchase and streaming on various digital platforms, allowing fans
to easily access their music.

Did 'The Simon and Garfunkel Collection’' receive any awards?

While the collection itself may not have received specific awards, Simon and Garfunkel have been
honored with numerous accolades throughout their career, including a Grammy Lifetime Achievement
Award, reflecting their enduring legacy.
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