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The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo is a captivating novel that takes readers on a
journey through the glamorous and tumultuous life of Evelyn Hugo, an iconic Hollywood
actress. Written by Taylor Jenkins Reid, this book has become a sensation, not only for its
intriguing plot but also for its exploration of complex themes such as love, identity, and
the price of fame. In this article, we will delve into the key aspects of the novel, its themes,
characters, and why it has resonated with so many readers, making it a must-read ebook.



Overview of the Novel

Published in 2017, The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo is a historical fiction novel that
tells the story of Evelyn Hugo, who is now in her 80s and ready to share her life story with
the world. The narrative unfolds through a series of interviews with Monique Grant, a
young journalist who is unexpectedly chosen by Evelyn to write her biography. As Evelyn
recounts her rise to fame, her seven marriages, and the challenges she faced, readers are
drawn into a world of glitz and glamour, as well as heartache and resilience.

Setting and Background

The novel is set against the backdrop of old Hollywood, a time when the film industry was
booming, and the lives of celebrities were often shrouded in mystery. Taylor Jenkins Reid
masterfully captures the essence of this era, bringing to life the opulence of the film
industry while also highlighting the struggles and sacrifices that come with it.

Key Themes

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo explores several themes that resonate deeply with
readers. Below are some of the most significant ones:

Identity and Self-Discovery: Evelyn’s journey of self-discovery is central to the
narrative. As she navigates her marriages and her career, she learns about her true
self and what she truly desires.

Love and Sacrifice: Each of Evelyn’s husbands represents different aspects of love,
showcasing the sacrifices she makes for her career and personal happiness.

Fame and Its Consequences: The novel delves into the dark side of fame, revealing
how it can lead to loneliness, betrayal, and the loss of privacy.

Friendship and Loyalty: Evelyn’s relationships with her friends and partners
highlight the importance of loyalty and the complexities of human connections.

Gender and Sexuality: The book explores the challenges faced by women in a
patriarchal society and how Evelyn navigates her sexuality amidst societal
expectations.

Main Characters

The novel features a rich cast of characters, each contributing to Evelyn’s story in



significant ways. Here’s a brief overview of the main characters:

Evelyn Hugo: The protagonist, a glamorous and determined actress who marries
seven times throughout her life. Her character embodies strength, complexity, and
vulnerability.

Monique Grant: The young journalist chosen to write Evelyn’s biography. She
serves as the reader's lens into Evelyn’s life, and her own journey of self-discovery
parallels Evelyn’s narrative.

Harry Cameron: One of Evelyn’s husbands, who plays a crucial role in her life and
career. Their relationship is one of the most poignant in the novel.

Celial St. James: Evelyn’s close friend and rival, whose relationship with Evelyn
adds depth to the exploration of love and loyalty.

Each of Evelyn’s husbands: Each marriage represents a different phase in Evelyn’s
life and contributes to her overall character development.

The Structure of the Story

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo is structured in a nonlinear fashion, alternating
between Evelyn’s past and her present interactions with Monique. This technique allows
readers to slowly piece together Evelyn’s life while also building suspense and emotional
depth. The use of flashbacks provides context for each of her marriages, revealing the
motivations and circumstances that led to each relationship.

Symbolism in the Novel

The novel is rich with symbolism, which adds layers to the storytelling. Here are a few key
symbols:

Husbands: Each husband represents different facets of Evelyn's life, illustrating her
evolution as a person.

The Mirror: Mirrors in the story symbolize self-reflection and the often distorted
image that society has of Evelyn and herself.

Hollywood: The glitz and glamour of Hollywood serve as both a backdrop and a
character in its own right, highlighting the allure and danger of fame.



Reader Reception and Impact

Since its release, The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo has garnered widespread acclaim
from both critics and readers. The novel has topped bestseller lists and received numerous
awards. Readers have praised Reid's writing style, character development, and the
emotional depth of the story. The book has sparked discussions about feminism, identity,
and the complexities of love, making it a relevant and thought-provoking read in today’s
society.

Why You Should Read This Ebook

If you’re contemplating whether to dive into The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo, here
are several compelling reasons:

Engaging Storytelling: Reid’s narrative style is immersive and compelling, making1.
it difficult to put the book down.

Complex Characters: The characters are multi-dimensional and relatable, allowing2.
readers to connect with their struggles and triumphs.

Rich Themes: The exploration of love, identity, and fame provides ample food for3.
thought and discussion.

Historical Insight: The portrayal of old Hollywood offers a glimpse into a4.
fascinating era, enriching readers’ understanding of the film industry.

Inspiring Messages: Evelyn’s resilience and determination serve as a source of5.
inspiration for readers, encouraging them to embrace their own journeys.

Conclusion

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo is more than just a story about an actress and her
marriages; it is a profound exploration of identity, love, and the complexities of the human
experience. Taylor Jenkins Reid has crafted a narrative that resonates with readers on
many levels, making it a timeless piece of literature. Whether you are a fan of historical
fiction, romance, or character-driven stories, this ebook is an essential addition to your
reading list. Dive into Evelyn's world, and you may just find pieces of yourself reflected in
her extraordinary life.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Seven Husbands of
Evelyn Hugo'?
The main theme revolves around the complexities of love, identity, and the price of fame,
as Evelyn navigates her tumultuous relationships and personal sacrifices throughout her
career.

Who is the protagonist of 'The Seven Husbands of
Evelyn Hugo'?
The protagonist is Evelyn Hugo, a fictional Hollywood actress who recounts her life story
and the seven husbands she had throughout her lifetime.

How does the narrative structure of the book enhance
the storytelling?
The narrative is structured as a series of interviews between Evelyn and a young
journalist, Monique Grant, which allows readers to explore Evelyn's past and present in an
engaging and layered manner.

What role does Monique Grant play in the story?
Monique Grant is the journalist tasked with writing Evelyn's biography, and through their
interactions, she learns not only about Evelyn's life but also uncovers deeper truths about
her own life and career.

What is significant about the title 'The Seven Husbands
of Evelyn Hugo'?
The title highlights the central focus on Evelyn's marriages, each of which reflects
different aspects of her character and the societal expectations of women during her time.

How does the book address issues of sexuality and
gender?
The book explores themes of sexuality and gender fluidity, particularly through Evelyn's
relationships with both men and women, challenging traditional norms and highlighting
the struggles faced by women in a patriarchal society.

What is the reception of 'The Seven Husbands of Evelyn
Hugo' among readers and critics?
The book has received widespread acclaim for its rich storytelling, complex characters,
and emotional depth, and it has become a bestseller with a strong following in
contemporary literature.



Are there any notable symbols or motifs in the novel?
Yes, motifs such as the color green, which represents envy and desire, and the recurring
theme of the Hollywood façade serve to symbolize the dichotomy between Evelyn's public
persona and her private struggles.
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