
The Sixties The War In Vietnam Worksheet
Answers

The Sixties: The War in Vietnam Worksheet Answers

The 1960s were a tumultuous decade in American history, marked by significant social
change, political upheaval, and the contentious Vietnam War. The conflict not only shaped
U.S. foreign policy but also ignited protests across the nation, as citizens grappled with
issues of morality, patriotism, and civil rights. This article will delve into the various
aspects of the Vietnam War during the sixties, providing a comprehensive overview that
can serve as a guide for worksheet answers on the subject.



Historical Context of the Vietnam War

The Vietnam War was rooted in the broader context of the Cold War, a period
characterized by geopolitical tension between the Soviet Union and the United States.
Vietnam, once a French colony, became the focal point of this conflict as it sought
independence from colonial rule and later grappled with communist and anti-communist
ideologies.

The French Indochina War

Before the U.S. military involvement, Vietnam was embroiled in the French Indochina War
(1946-1954). Key events included:

1. The Rise of Nationalism: Vietnamese nationalists, led by figures like Ho Chi Minh,
sought to end French colonial rule.
2. Battle of Dien Bien Phu (1954): The decisive battle where the Vietnamese forces
defeated the French, leading to the Geneva Accords.
3. Division of Vietnam: The accords temporarily divided Vietnam at the 17th parallel into
North Vietnam (communist) and South Vietnam (non-communist).

The U.S. Enters the Conflict

Following the division, U.S. involvement escalated due to the "Domino Theory," which
suggested that the spread of communism in Southeast Asia would lead to its spread in
other regions. This led to:

- Financial support for the South Vietnamese government.
- The introduction of military advisors in the late 1950s.

By the early 1960s, the situation had become increasingly dire, prompting a more
significant U.S. military commitment.

Major Events of the Vietnam War in the Sixties

Several key events during the 1960s shaped the trajectory of the Vietnam War and public
perception in the United States.

The Gulf of Tonkin Incident (1964)

- The Gulf of Tonkin Incident involved reported attacks on U.S. naval vessels by North
Vietnamese forces.
- This event led to the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, which granted President Lyndon B.



Johnson the authority to use military force in Vietnam without a formal declaration of war.
- The resolution marked the beginning of large-scale U.S. military involvement.

Escalation of U.S. Troops

- By 1965, the number of U.S. troops in Vietnam increased dramatically, reaching over
180,000 by the end of that year.
- The U.S. strategy shifted towards offensive operations, including the use of air power
and ground troops.

The Tet Offensive (1968)

- The Tet Offensive was a coordinated series of attacks by North Vietnamese and Viet
Cong forces during the Vietnamese New Year (Tet).
- Despite being a military failure for the North, the offensive proved to be a psychological
victory, leading to increased anti-war sentiment in the U.S.
- The media coverage of the brutality of the war and the unexpected scale of the offensive
shocked the American public.

Domestic Impact of the Vietnam War

The Vietnam War had profound effects not only on foreign policy but also on American
society.

Anti-War Movement

The anti-war movement gained momentum during the 1960s, fueled by various factors:

- Moral Objections: Many Americans questioned the ethics of U.S. involvement in Vietnam,
citing civilian casualties and the destruction of villages.
- Counterculture Movement: The rise of the counterculture, characterized by a rejection of
traditional values, coincided with anti-war sentiments.
- Student Protests: Universities became hotbeds of activism, with demonstrations such as
the 1968 Democratic National Convention protests in Chicago.

Media Influence

The Vietnam War was the first "television war," with graphic images and reports
broadcast into living rooms across America. This exposure led to:

- Increased skepticism about government narratives regarding the war.



- A shift in public opinion, with growing calls for troop withdrawal.

Political Ramifications

The war deeply affected the political landscape of the United States:

- 1968 Presidential Election: The unpopularity of the war contributed to the election of
Richard Nixon, who promised to achieve "peace with honor."
- Credibility Gap: The disparity between government statements and the realities of the
war led to a significant loss of trust in government institutions.

Key Figures in the Vietnam War

Several individuals played prominent roles during the Vietnam War era, influencing both
military strategy and public opinion.

President Lyndon B. Johnson

- Johnson escalated U.S. involvement in Vietnam after the Gulf of Tonkin Incident.
- His administration faced mounting criticism as casualties rose and the war showed no
signs of resolution.

General William Westmoreland

- The commander of U.S. forces in Vietnam, Westmoreland advocated for a strategy of
attrition, believing that U.S. forces could wear down the enemy.
- His optimism clashed with the realities of the Tet Offensive.

Anti-War Activists

Key figures in the anti-war movement included:

- Abbie Hoffman: A prominent countercultural figure who used humor and theatrics to
draw attention to the anti-war cause.
- Tom Hayden: A founder of the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), advocating for
social justice and an end to the war.



Conclusion

The Vietnam War profoundly affected American society during the 1960s, shaping public
opinion and leading to significant political changes. Understanding this complex conflict
requires a look at its historical context, key events, and the social movements it inspired.
As students engage with worksheets on the Vietnam War, they should consider the
multifaceted nature of the conflict, including the moral dilemmas it presented and the
lessons it imparts about the consequences of war. The legacy of the sixties and the
Vietnam War continues to influence American culture and politics today, reminding us of
the importance of civic engagement and the power of public opinion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of U.S. involvement in the
Vietnam War during the 1960s?
The main causes included the desire to stop the spread of communism in Southeast Asia,
the Domino Theory, and the U.S. commitment to supporting the South Vietnamese
government against the communist North.

How did the Tet Offensive in 1968 impact public opinion
about the Vietnam War?
The Tet Offensive shocked the American public as it contradicted government claims that
the U.S. was winning the war, leading to increased anti-war sentiment and protests across
the country.

What role did media play in shaping perceptions of the
Vietnam War in the 1960s?
Media coverage, including graphic images and reports from the battlefield, brought the
brutal realities of the war into American living rooms, contributing to growing disapproval
and protests against U.S. involvement.

What was the significance of the 1969 Woodstock
Festival in relation to the Vietnam War?
The Woodstock Festival became a symbol of the counterculture movement and anti-war
sentiment, uniting thousands in music and peace, and expressing opposition to the
Vietnam War.

How did the draft affect American society during the
Vietnam War?
The draft led to widespread protests, particularly among younger Americans, who opposed
being sent to fight in a war they viewed as unjust, resulting in social unrest and a shift in



public attitudes.

What were the main outcomes of the Vietnam War by
the end of the 1960s?
By the end of the 1960s, the U.S. faced increasing casualties, a divided public, and a loss
of credibility for the government, ultimately leading to a shift in foreign policy and
negotiations for withdrawal.

How did the civil rights movement intersect with anti-
Vietnam War protests in the 1960s?
Many civil rights leaders opposed the Vietnam War, arguing that resources were being
diverted from domestic issues such as poverty and racial injustice, leading to a coalition
between civil rights activists and anti-war protesters.

What was the outcome of the My Lai Massacre, and how
did it affect the Vietnam War?
The My Lai Massacre, where U.S. soldiers killed hundreds of unarmed Vietnamese
civilians, led to outrage and further anti-war protests, highlighting the moral complexities
of the war and leading to calls for accountability.
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