
The Snowman By Raymond Briggs Activities

The Snowman by Raymond Briggs Activities is a delightful way to engage with this classic story that
has captivated audiences since its publication in 1978. Raymond Briggs' enchanting tale of a young
boy who builds a snowman that comes to life is not only a visual treat but also offers numerous
opportunities for educational and creative activities. In this article, we will explore a variety of
engaging activities inspired by "The Snowman," suitable for different age groups and settings,
including classrooms, homes, and community centers.



Understanding "The Snowman"

Before diving into activities, it is essential to understand the essence of "The Snowman." This
wordless picture book tells the story of a boy who builds a snowman that miraculously comes to life.
Together, they embark on a magical adventure, flying through the night sky and exploring the world.
The narrative captures themes of friendship, imagination, and the bittersweet nature of fleeting
moments.

Thematic Exploration

Engaging with the themes of "The Snowman" can deepen understanding and appreciation of the
story. Here are some activities that can help explore its core themes:

1. Discussion Circles: Organize small group discussions focusing on themes such as friendship, loss,
and the magic of childhood. Encourage participants to share personal experiences related to these
themes.

2. Creative Writing: Ask participants to write a short story or poem that reflects on a fleeting moment
in their childhood. This can be shared in pairs or small groups to foster connection.

3. Art Reflection: Have participants create a visual representation of their interpretation of the themes
in "The Snowman." This could be through painting, drawing, or digital media.

Art and Craft Activities

Art and crafts are integral to exploring "The Snowman." They allow participants to express their
creativity while connecting with the story. Here are some fun activities:

Snowman Crafts

1. Paper Plate Snowman:
- Materials Needed: Paper plates, cotton balls, markers, glue, and accessories like buttons, hats, and
scarves.
- Instructions: Use the paper plates to create a snowman face. Decorate with cotton balls for a fluffy
effect. Add accessories to personalize the snowman.

2. Snowman Puppets:
- Materials Needed: Popsicle sticks, felt or paper, googly eyes, and craft glue.
- Instructions: Cut out a snowman shape from felt or paper and attach it to a popsicle stick. Use
googly eyes and felt pieces to create facial features and clothing.

3. 3D Snowman Model:
- Materials Needed: White balloons, flour, water, and a large bowl.
- Instructions: Create a snowman using balloons filled with flour and water. Inflate the balloon to



create different sizes for the snowman’s body and let it dry to create a 3D effect.

Make Your Own Snow

1. Sensory Play:
- Materials Needed: Baking soda, shaving cream, and a large container.
- Instructions: Mix equal parts of baking soda and shaving cream to create a fluffy snow-like
substance. Let children explore the texture and engage in imaginative play.

Literacy Activities

Integrating literacy activities can enhance comprehension and language skills while connecting with
"The Snowman."

Story Sequencing

1. Sequence Cards:
- Create a set of cards illustrating key moments in "The Snowman."
- Ask participants to arrange the cards in the order they believe the story unfolds.
- Discuss the choices and encourage reasoning behind their sequence.

2. Wordless Storytelling:
- Have participants tell the story of "The Snowman" using only illustrations.
- Encourage them to use descriptive language and imaginative details to narrate the story without
words.

Character Exploration

1. Character Profiles:
- Ask participants to create profiles for the main characters in "The Snowman."
- Include sections for personality traits, likes, dislikes, and memorable quotes.
- This can lead to discussions about character development and narrative perspective.

2. Diary Entries:
- Invite participants to write diary entries from the perspective of the boy or the snowman.
- This allows for creative expression and deeper engagement with the characters' emotions and
experiences.

Outdoor Activities

Taking inspiration from the snowy world of "The Snowman," outdoor activities can be both fun and



educational.

Building Real Snowmen

1. Snowman Building Contest:
- Organize a contest to build the most creative snowman.
- Encourage participants to use natural materials like sticks, stones, and leaves for decoration.
- Offer prizes for various categories, such as "Most Creative," "Tallest," and "Funniest."

2. Snowman Scavenger Hunt:
- Create a scavenger hunt where participants search for items found in winter landscapes (e.g., pine
cones, animal tracks).
- Include clues related to "The Snowman," leading to a final destination where a hidden snowman
craft or treat awaits.

Film and Animation Activities

Raymond Briggs' "The Snowman" was adapted into an animated film that has become a holiday
classic. Engaging with the film can provide a different layer of experience.

Film Viewing and Discussion

1. Film Screening:
- Organize a viewing of "The Snowman" animated film.
- Follow the screening with a discussion about the differences between the book and the film.
- Consider themes, character portrayal, and emotional impact.

2. Create Your Own Animation:
- Encourage participants to create a short animated sequence inspired by "The Snowman."
- Use simple stop-motion techniques with clay figures or drawings to tell a new story.

Music and Movement

1. Soundtrack Exploration:
- Discuss the music featured in "The Snowman," particularly the iconic "Walking in the Air."
- Play the soundtrack and encourage participants to express the feelings evoked through movement
or dance.

2. Choreographed Dance:
- Invite participants to create a dance routine that tells the story of "The Snowman."
- Incorporate elements of flying, building, and the joy of friendship.



Conclusion

The Snowman by Raymond Briggs activities offer a treasure trove of creative, educational, and
engaging experiences for all ages. From arts and crafts to literacy exercises and outdoor fun, these
activities not only celebrate the magic of the original story but also encourage participants to express
their creativity, enhance their understanding of the themes, and foster a love for storytelling. Whether
in a classroom, at home, or in community settings, these activities can bring the enchanting world of
"The Snowman" to life, creating lasting memories and connections through the joy of imagination and
play.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some creative activities to do with children after
reading 'The Snowman' by Raymond Briggs?
After reading 'The Snowman', children can engage in activities such as making their own snowman
crafts using cotton balls, drawing scenes from the story, or even creating a winter-themed scavenger
hunt.

How can 'The Snowman' be used to teach themes of
friendship and loss?
Educators can facilitate discussions around the themes of friendship and loss by asking students to
reflect on their own experiences with friends and what it means to say goodbye, allowing them to
connect personally with the story.

What are some fun outdoor activities inspired by 'The
Snowman' during winter?
Inspired by 'The Snowman', families can organize outdoor activities like building real snowmen,
having a snowball fight, or creating snow art with colored water in spray bottles.

Are there any interactive games based on 'The Snowman' that
can be played in class?
Yes, teachers can create interactive games such as 'Snowman Charades', where students act out
scenes from the book, or a 'Snowman Memory Game' using cards featuring characters and scenes
from the story.

What role does music play in activities related to 'The
Snowman'?
Music can enhance activities related to 'The Snowman' by playing the film's soundtrack during art
projects, encouraging students to create their own winter-themed songs, or even hosting a dance
party inspired by the story's magical elements.
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