
The Price Arthur Miller Summary

The Price Arthur Miller Summary delves into the intricate themes and
character dynamics present in one of Arthur Miller's later works. Written in
1968, "The Price" explores familial relationships, the burden of the past,
and the psychological ramifications of choices made over a lifetime. Set in a
New York City attic, the play captures a reunion between two brothers, Victor
and Walter Franz, as they confront their shared history and the differing
paths their lives have taken. This article will provide a comprehensive
summary of the plot, analyze the central themes and characters, and discuss



the significance of the play in Miller's body of work.

Plot Summary of "The Price"

"The Price" unfolds in an attic filled with the remnants of a deceased
father’s life, where Victor Franz, a middle-aged man, is preparing to sell
his father’s belongings. The setting is significant as it symbolizes the
weight of the past and the memories tied to the objects around them.

Characters

The main characters in "The Price" include:

Victor Franz: A 47-year-old man who has sacrificed his ambitions to care
for his ailing father.

Walter Franz: Victor’s estranged brother, a wealthy and successful man
who represents the life Victor could have had.

Esther Franz: Victor’s supportive wife, who provides a counterbalance to
the tensions between the brothers.

Gregory Solomon: An old furniture dealer who helps Victor negotiate the
sale of his father’s possessions.

Act Breakdown

The play is structured into three acts, each revealing deeper layers of
conflict and emotional turmoil:

1. Act One: The drama begins as Victor prepares for the sale of his father's
belongings. Walter arrives unexpectedly, and their reunion quickly reveals
the underlying tensions in their relationship. They reminisce about their
past, revealing their differing life choices and the resentment that has
built over the years.

2. Act Two: As the brothers continue to bicker, Solomon enters the scene,
introducing a pragmatic perspective. He serves as a mediator, attempting to
ease the tension while also facilitating the negotiation of the sale. The act
further explores the brothers’ contrasting lifestyles, emphasizing Victor’s
struggles and Walter’s material success.



3. Act Three: The climax of the play occurs as Victor confronts Walter about
their father’s legacy and the emotional scars left by their upbringing. The
brothers’ deep-seated issues come to the forefront, leading to a cathartic
confrontation. By the end, they must confront not only their father’s death
but also their own failures and choices.

Themes in "The Price"

Arthur Miller's "The Price" is rich in thematic content, addressing several
critical aspects of human experience:

The Burden of the Past

One of the most prominent themes is the burden of the past. Victor’s life has
been defined by his role as a caretaker for their father, while Walter has
distanced himself from familial obligations. The attic setting serves as a
physical representation of how the past looms over their present lives.
Miller illustrates how unresolved issues can shape one’s identity and life
choices.

Familial Relationships

The play explores the complexity of familial relationships, particularly
between siblings. The contrasting choices of Victor and Walter highlight the
societal expectations placed on them and how they respond differently to
their upbringing. The dialogue between the brothers reveals deep-seated
resentment, love, and the desire for understanding.

Materialism vs. Human Connection

Another significant theme is the conflict between materialism and human
connection. Walter’s success is tied to his wealth and status, while Victor’s
life is defined by sacrifice and duty. Miller critiques the notion of success
measured by financial gain, suggesting that true fulfillment comes from
meaningful relationships and understanding one’s past.

The Nature of Regret

Regret is a recurring motif in "The Price." Each character grapples with
their own regrets—Victor for the life he could have led, Walter for his
emotional distance from family, and even Esther for her sacrifices. The play



ultimately questions whether it is possible to reconcile with past decisions
and find peace.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Price" are well-developed and serve as vehicles for
Miller's themes.

Victor Franz

Victor is portrayed as a weary man burdened by responsibility. His character
embodies the struggle of those who prioritize duty over personal ambition.
His emotional journey throughout the play reflects the human struggle to find
meaning in sacrifice and the desire for reconciliation.

Walter Franz

Walter serves as a foil to Victor. His success and material wealth contrast
sharply with Victor's more modest lifestyle. However, Walter’s character
reveals that financial success does not equate to happiness. His arrogance
masks a deep sense of guilt and regret about his familial relationships.

Esther Franz

Esther acts as the emotional anchor for Victor. Her understanding and
supportive nature provide a perspective on the familial strife, highlighting
the often-overlooked role of a spouse in navigating complex family dynamics.

Gregory Solomon

Solomon, while a secondary character, plays a crucial role in mediating the
conflict between the brothers. His pragmatic approach to selling the
furniture parallels the need for the brothers to confront their emotional
baggage. He symbolizes the voice of reason amidst the chaos of familial
disputes.

The Significance of "The Price" in Arthur



Miller’s Work

"The Price" is significant within Miller’s oeuvre for its exploration of
personal and familial themes. Written during a time of social upheaval, it
reflects the broader anxieties of the American experience in the 20th
century. The play serves as a poignant reminder of the human condition,
emphasizing how the choices we make shape our identities and relationships.

In conclusion, The Price Arthur Miller Summary encapsulates a profound
narrative about family, sacrifice, and the weight of the past. Through its
compelling characters and rich thematic content, the play remains a timeless
exploration of the complexities of human relationships and the lingering
effects of our choices. As audiences engage with Victor and Walter’s journey,
they are prompted to reflect on their own lives and the prices they pay for
their decisions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Price' by Arthur
Miller?
The main theme of 'The Price' revolves around the conflict between past and
present, exploring how personal choices and sacrifices impact family dynamics
and individual identity.

Who are the main characters in 'The Price'?
The main characters in 'The Price' are Victor Franz, a widowed policeman; his
brother Walter, a successful businessman; and Esther, Victor's wife. They
confront their shared past while dealing with the sale of their deceased
father's belongings.

What does the title 'The Price' signify in the play?
The title 'The Price' signifies both the monetary price of the father's
belongings being sold and the emotional and psychological costs of the
characters' past decisions and unresolved issues.

How does Arthur Miller use dialogue to develop
character relationships in 'The Price'?
Arthur Miller uses sharp, revealing dialogue in 'The Price' to highlight the
tensions and complexities between the characters, particularly the strained
relationship between Victor and Walter, showcasing their differing life
choices and values.



What role does the setting play in 'The Price'?
The setting of 'The Price' takes place in a dusty, old attic, which
symbolizes the weight of the past and the memories the characters must
confront, serving as a physical representation of their unresolved issues.

What are some critical responses to 'The Price'?
Critics generally praise 'The Price' for its deep psychological insight and
exploration of familial relationships, noting its relevance in understanding
the human condition and the burdens of the past.

How does 'The Price' reflect Arthur Miller's views
on capitalism?
In 'The Price', Arthur Miller critiques capitalism by illustrating how
financial concerns and materialism can strain familial bonds, suggesting that
the pursuit of wealth can lead to moral and emotional compromises.

What is the significance of the auction in 'The
Price'?
The auction in 'The Price' serves as a catalyst for the characters to
confront their past, representing not only the literal sale of their father's
possessions but also the emotional transactions they must make regarding
their relationships and choices.
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The 3.0 percent increase, measured by the household living-costs price indexes (HLPIs), follows a
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