
The Secret In Their Eyes

The Secret in Their Eyes is a powerful and thought-provoking film that
intertwines themes of love, justice, and the haunting specter of the past.
Originally released in 2009, this Argentine film, directed by Juan José
Campanella, quickly gained international acclaim and won the Academy Award
for Best Foreign Language Film. Its gripping narrative, combined with a rich
emotional depth, has led to critical discussions about memory, loss, and the
complexities of human relationships. This article delves into the film's
plot, themes, character development, and its impact on cinema.



Plot Summary

The film is set in Buenos Aires during two time periods: the mid-1970s and
the early 2000s. It follows Benjamín Esposito, a retired legal counselor who
decides to write a novel about a brutal rape and murder case that has haunted
him for decades. The story begins with the murder of a young woman named
Liliana Coloto, a crime that remains unresolved despite years of
investigation.

Benjamín, who was deeply affected by the case, revisits the past as he
interviews witnesses and re-examines evidence. His journey is intertwined
with his unrequited love for his superior, Irene Menéndez Hastings, who was
also involved in the case. As Benjamín delves deeper into the tragedy, he
confronts the emotional scars it left behind, not only on the victim's family
but also on himself and Irene.

The narrative unfolds through a non-linear structure, weaving between
Benjamín's present-day quest for closure and the harrowing events of the
past. The complexity of the story is heightened by the political climate of
Argentina during the 1970s, a time marked by dictatorship and widespread
human rights abuses.

Themes

The film explores several pivotal themes that resonate with audiences, making
it a profound piece of storytelling.

Memory and the Past

One of the central themes in "The Secret in Their Eyes" is the nature of
memory and how it shapes our identities. Benjamín's recollections of the case
are riddled with personal and collective trauma. The film suggests that
memories can be both a source of pain and a means of seeking justice.

- Nostalgia: The film portrays nostalgia not only as a longing for the past
but also as a burden that can hinder personal growth.
- Revisiting Trauma: Benjamín's decision to write about the case signifies an
attempt to confront his past rather than escape it.

Justice and Injustice

The pursuit of justice is a driving force in the narrative. The film
questions the effectiveness of the judicial system, especially in the context
of a politically turbulent era.



- Corruption: The depiction of law enforcement and judicial corruption
highlights the challenges faced by those seeking justice.
- Personal Vendettas: The film illustrates how personal motivations can
influence the quest for justice, blurring the lines between right and wrong.

Love and Regret

Benjamín's relationship with Irene serves as a poignant exploration of love
and regret. Their unfulfilled romance adds depth to the narrative,
illustrating how personal relationships can be affected by external
circumstances.

- Unrequited Love: Benjamín's feelings for Irene are complicated by their
professional relationship and the events surrounding the murder case.
- Impact of Choices: The film emphasizes how choices made in the past can
reverberate throughout one's life, leading to feelings of regret and longing.

Character Development

The characters in "The Secret in Their Eyes" are intricately crafted, each
embodying the film's themes and contributing to its emotional weight.

Benjamín Esposito

Benjamín, portrayed by Ricardo Darín, is a complex protagonist whose journey
is central to the narrative. His character evolves from a detached observer
to a man grappling with his past decisions.

- Professional vs. Personal Life: His struggle to balance his professional
duties with his personal feelings for Irene reflects the inner turmoil faced
by many in law enforcement.
- Search for Closure: Throughout the film, Benjamín seeks closure not only
for the case but also for his feelings toward Irene, showcasing the
intertwining of personal and professional spheres.

Irene Menéndez Hastings

Irene, played by Soledad Villamil, is a strong and independent character
whose relationship with Benjamín is fraught with tension.

- Professional Integrity: Irene’s commitment to justice and her moral compass
provide a counterbalance to Benjamín’s more emotionally driven motivations.
- Emotional Depth: Her character embodies the struggles of women in a



patriarchal society, reflecting the challenges of navigating personal and
professional aspirations.

Supporting Characters

The film features a range of supporting characters that enrich the story and
highlight different aspects of the main themes.

- Pablo Sandoval: A colleague of Benjamín, who provides comic relief yet also
represents the moral ambiguity within the judicial system.
- Liliana Coloto: The victim whose tragic fate serves as the catalyst for the
narrative, her story underscores the film's exploration of justice and loss.

Cinematography and Direction

Juan José Campanella’s direction is integral to the film's emotional
resonance. The cinematography, led by Félix Monti, employs a variety of
techniques to enhance the storytelling.

- Non-linear Narrative: The use of flashbacks allows the audience to piece
together the mystery while simultaneously experiencing the emotional weight
of the characters’ memories.
- Symbolic Imagery: Visual motifs, such as the recurring motif of eyes,
underscore the themes of perception, truth, and the search for answers.

Impact and Legacy

"The Secret in Their Eyes" has left a lasting impact on both Argentine cinema
and the broader film landscape. Its success at the Academy Awards spotlighted
Argentine filmmakers and brought attention to the rich storytelling tradition
within the country.

- Cultural Reflections: The film reflects the socio-political climate of
Argentina during the 1970s, resonating with audiences familiar with the
historical context.
- Remake: The film's critical acclaim led to a Hollywood remake in 2015,
although it garnered mixed reviews compared to the original.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Secret in Their Eyes" is more than just a murder mystery;
it is a profound exploration of memory, justice, and the complexities of



human relationships. Through its intricate storytelling, well-developed
characters, and poignant themes, the film invites viewers to reflect on their
own experiences with love, loss, and the pursuit of truth. Its legacy
continues to influence filmmakers and audiences alike, solidifying its place
as a modern classic in world cinema.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'The Secret in Their
Eyes'?
'The Secret in Their Eyes' revolves around a retired legal counselor who
writes a novel based on a decades-old unresolved rape and murder case that
still haunts him, intertwining themes of love, justice, and memory.

How does the narrative structure of 'The Secret in
Their Eyes' enhance the storytelling?
The film employs a dual timeline, juxtaposing the past and present, which
deepens the emotional impact and allows viewers to see the long-lasting
effects of the crime on the characters and society.

What themes are explored in 'The Secret in Their
Eyes'?
Key themes include the pursuit of justice, the impact of unresolved trauma,
love and loss, and the complexities of memory and perception.

Who are the main characters in 'The Secret in Their
Eyes'?
The main characters include Benjamín Esposito, a retired legal counselor;
Irene Menéndez Hastings, his former boss and love interest; and Ricardo
Morales, the husband of the murder victim.

How has 'The Secret in Their Eyes' been received
critically?
The film received critical acclaim for its writing, direction, and
performances, winning the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film and
being praised for its gripping narrative and emotional depth.

What role does the setting play in 'The Secret in
Their Eyes'?
The setting of Argentina, particularly during its politically turbulent era,
serves as a backdrop that influences the characters' lives and adds a layer



of social commentary on justice and impunity.

What makes 'The Secret in Their Eyes' a significant
film in contemporary cinema?
'The Secret in Their Eyes' is significant for its masterful blend of
genres—thriller, romance, and drama—and its exploration of moral dilemmas,
making it a thought-provoking piece that resonates with audiences globally.
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