The Skirvin Hotel Haunted History

The Skirvin Hotel haunted history is a captivating tale that intertwines luxury, history, and
the supernatural. Nestled in the heart of Oklahoma City, the Skirvin Hotel stands as a
testament to early 20th-century architecture and hospitality. However, behind its elegant
facade, a web of ghostly encounters and eerie legends lurks, captivating the imaginations
of visitors and locals alike. With a history dating back to its opening in 1911, the Skirvin has
earned its reputation not only as a premier hotel but also as one of the most haunted
locations in the United States.

Historical Background of the Skirvin Hotel

The Skirvin Hotel was constructed by the prominent local businessman William Balser
Skirvin. As the city of Oklahoma City was burgeoning in the early 1900s, Skirvin envisioned
a luxurious hotel that could accommodate guests visiting the growing metropolis. The hotel
officially opened its doors on November 24, 1911, featuring lavish furnishings, modern
amenities, and a stunning, grand ballroom.

Architectural Significance

Designed by architect Solomon Andrew Layton, the Skirvin Hotel showcases a blend of
Renaissance Revival and Italianate architectural styles. Some key features include:

- Marble Lobbies: The main lobby is adorned with beautiful marble, lending an air of
sophistication.

- Art Deco Elements: Later renovations introduced Art Deco influences, particularly in the
hotel’s ballroom.

- Historic Elevators: The original Otis elevators were state-of-the-art at the time and still
serve guests today.



Notable Guests and Events

Over the decades, the Skirvin Hotel has hosted a plethora of notable guests, including:

1. Political Figures: Presidents like Harry S. Truman and Franklin D. Roosevelt.

2. Celebrities: Famous entertainers, including actors and musicians, have graced the hotel
with their presence.

3. Sports Icons: Numerous sports teams have stayed at the hotel during their visits to
Oklahoma City.

The hotel’s long history is filled with significant events, from grand balls to political
gatherings, contributing to its rich tapestry of stories.

The Haunting Begins

The haunted history of the Skirvin Hotel is rooted in its early years, with tales of ghostly
apparitions and unexplained phenomena becoming part of the local lore. The most famous
ghost story centers around a former hotel maid named Effie.

The Legend of Effie

According to legend, Effie was a beautiful maid who fell in love with a guest staying at the
hotel. Their romance was passionate but doomed, as the guest's wife discovered the affair.
To avoid scandal, Effie was said to have taken her own life in the hotel, leading to her spirit
lingering in the halls.

- Reports of Sightings: Guests and staff have reported seeing a ghostly figure resembling a
woman in white, believed to be Effie.

- Mysterious Noises: Unexplained sounds, such as soft crying and whispers, have been
reported in various parts of the hotel.

- Cold Spots: Many guests have experienced sudden drops in temperature, especially in
rooms associated with Effie's tragic story.

Other Ghostly Encounters

The Skirvin Hotel is not just known for Effie's haunting. Numerous other ghostly encounters
have been reported over the years:

- Children’s Laughter: Some guests have claimed to hear the sounds of children playing,
despite no children being present.

- Room 1000: This particular room is infamous among paranormal enthusiasts. Guests have
reported strange occurrences, including moving furniture and objects disappearing.

- Elevator Malfunctions: The elevators are said to have a mind of their own, with doors
opening and closing without anyone pressing the buttons.



Modern-Day Skepticism and Belief

While many visitors are intrigued by the haunted history, others approach the Skirvin Hotel
with skepticism. Some believe that the stories are merely figments of imagination fueled by
the hotel’s atmosphere.

Evidence Supporting the Haunting

Paranormal investigators and enthusiasts frequently visit the Skirvin, seeking evidence of
the supernatural. Some compelling pieces of evidence include:

1. EVP Recordings: Electronic Voice Phenomena (EVP) have been captured during
investigations, featuring disembodied voices.

2. Photographic Evidence: Some have claimed to capture orbs and shadowy figures in
photographs taken within the hotel.

3. Psychic Mediums: Various psychic mediums have visited the Skirvin and reported feeling
strong energy and connections to the spirit world.

Debunking the Myths

Skeptics argue that many of the hauntings can be explained by:

- Old Architecture: The creaks and groans of an old building can easily be mistaken for
ghostly sounds.

- Overactive Imagination: The ambiance of the hotel may lead to heightened senses and
suggestibility.

- Pranksters: Some believe that guests may be playing tricks or exaggerating their
experiences for entertainment.

The Skirvin Today

Despite its haunted reputation, the Skirvin Hotel continues to thrive as a luxury destination.
The hotel underwent a significant renovation in 2007, restoring its historic charm while
updating its amenities.

Accommodations and Amenities

The hotel offers a range of accommodations, from luxurious suites to standard rooms.
Amenities include:

- Dining Options: The hotel features on-site dining with a focus on local cuisine.
- Event Spaces: Meeting rooms and event spaces are available for conferences and



weddings.
- Spa Services: Guests can indulge in relaxation treatments at the hotel’s spa.

Ghost Tours and Paranormal Events

For those intrigued by the haunted history, the Skirvin Hotel often hosts ghost tours and
paranormal events. These experiences allow guests to learn about the hotel’s history while
exploring its most haunted areas.

- Guided Tours: Led by knowledgeable guides, these tours share the legends and stories of
the hotel.

- Paranormal Investigations: Guests can participate in overnight investigations, using ghost-
hunting equipment to explore the hotel after dark.

Conclusion

The Skirvin Hotel haunted history is a blend of tragedy, mystery, and the allure of the
supernatural. From the tragic tale of Effie to the myriad of ghostly encounters reported by
guests, the Skirvin has become a beacon for those fascinated by the paranormal. Whether
you believe in ghosts or not, the rich history and remarkable architecture of the Skirvin
Hotel make it a must-visit destination for anyone traveling to Oklahoma City. As visitors
check into their rooms, they may find themselves wondering what stories lie behind the
walls of this historic landmark, perhaps even catching a glimpse of the spirits that call the
Skirvin home.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Skirvin Hotel's most famous ghost story?

The Skirvin Hotel is known for the ghost of a maid named Effie, who is said to have had a
tragic love affair that ended in her death. Guests report sightings of her spirit, as well as
strange occurrences in the hotel.

When was the Skirvin Hotel built, and what is its
historical significance?

The Skirvin Hotel was built in 1911 and is significant as one of the oldest hotels in
Oklahoma City, representing early 20th-century luxury and architecture.

What types of paranormal activities have guests
reported at the Skirvin Hotel?

Guests have reported a variety of paranormal activities including unexplained knocks and
noises, flickering lights, cold spots, and even sightings of apparitions, particularly in rooms



on the 10th floor.

How has the hotel's haunted reputation affected its
business?

The haunted reputation of the Skirvin Hotel has drawn curiosity and intrigue, leading to
increased tourism and interest in paranormal investigations, which has positively impacted
its business.

Are there any guided ghost tours available at the
Skirvin Hotel?

Yes, the Skirvin Hotel occasionally offers guided ghost tours that explore its haunted
history, allowing guests to learn more about its supernatural legends and experiences.

What other historical events are associated with the
Skirvin Hotel?

The Skirvin Hotel has hosted numerous notable events and guests, including politicians,
celebrities, and sports figures, making it a significant landmark in Oklahoma City's history
beyond its haunted reputation.
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