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The Prince and the Pauper is a classic novel written by Mark Twain, first published in 1881. This
timeless tale explores themes of identity, class disparity, and human nature through the experiences of
two young boys: Edward, the Prince of Wales, and Tom Canty, a pauper. Twain's characters not only
drive the narrative but also serve as vehicles for social commentary, making them rich subjects for
analysis. This article will delve into the character dynamics of Edward and Tom, their contrasting

worlds, and the broader implications of their journey.

Character Overview

Edward, the Prince of Wales

Edward Tudor, the Prince of Wales, is a character steeped in privilege and expectation. As the heir to

the throne, he embodies the ideals of nobility and leadership, yet he is also a product of his sheltered



upbringing.

Key Traits:

1. Innocence and Naivety: Despite his royal status, Edward possesses a childlike innocence. He is
largely unaware of the harsh realities faced by the common people, and his interactions with Tom

reflect his genuine curiosity about life outside the palace walls.

2. Compassionate Nature: Edward’s compassion is evident in his desire to understand and help those
less fortunate. His willingness to trade places with Tom highlights his empathy and longing for genuine

human connection.

3. Resilience: Throughout his trials as a pauper, Edward demonstrates an ability to adapt and endure
hardship. His experiences outside the palace allow him to grow from a naive prince into a more

rounded individual who understands the complexities of life.
4. Leadership Potential: Edward’s innate leadership qualities emerge as he navigates the challenges of

being a pauper. His ability to inspire loyalty and respect among those he meets suggests that he will

be a benevolent ruler when he eventually ascends the throne.

Tom Canty, the Pauper

In stark contrast to Edward, Tom Canty is a pauper who dreams of a life filled with adventure and
excitement. Living in the slums of London, Tom is a representation of the struggles faced by the lower

class.

Key Traits:

1. Dreamer and Imaginative: Tom’s life is characterized by his vivid imagination and desire to escape

his grim reality. He often daydreams about being a prince, reflecting his yearning for a better life.



2. Resourcefulness: Despite his poverty, Tom is clever and resourceful. He uses his imagination to

create stories and fantasies, which help him cope with the difficulties of his life.

3. Bravery: Tom demonstrates bravery when he agrees to switch places with Edward. This bold

decision illustrates his desire for adventure and willingness to take risks, even in unfamiliar territory.
4. Moral Integrity: Throughout the story, Tom maintains a strong sense of right and wrong. His

interactions with Edward and his behavior in the face of adversity reflect his inherent goodness and

moral compass.

Contrasting Worlds

The worlds of Edward and Tom are starkly different, serving as a backdrop for their character

development.

The Royal Life

Edward's life in the palace is one of luxury and privilege. He has access to the finest education, lavish
clothing, and a life free from the burdens faced by the common people. However, this life comes with

its own set of challenges:

- Isolation: Edward is often isolated from genuine relationships. His royal duties and the expectations

placed upon him create a barrier between him and the people he wishes to connect with.

- Pressure of Expectations: As the future king, Edward grapples with the immense pressure to conform

to societal expectations. This pressure can stifle his individuality and desires.



The Life of a Pauper

On the other hand, Tom's life is one of hardship and struggle. He lives in a dilapidated home with his

family, facing daily challenges that test his resilience:

- Poverty and Struggle: Tom’s family struggles to make ends meet, often going without basic

necessities. This environment shapes his character and instills in him a strong work ethic.
- Community and Solidarity: Despite the hardships, Tom's life is enriched by his relationships with his

family and friends. The bonds formed in the lower class often provide emotional support that contrasts

with Edward's loneliness.

Thematic Exploration

The character analysis of Edward and Tom is incomplete without an examination of the themes that

underpin their journey.

Class Disparity

One of the most prominent themes in "The Prince and the Pauper" is the disparity between social
classes. Twain uses the characters of Edward and Tom to highlight the vast differences in their

experiences:

- Understanding and Awareness: Through their switch, both characters gain insights into the other's

life. Edward learns about the struggles of the poor, while Tom experiences the burdens of royalty.

- Humanity Beyond Class: Twain suggests that regardless of social status, all individuals share

fundamental human emotions and desires. The novel advocates for empathy and understanding



across class lines.

Identity and Self-Discovery

The theme of identity is central to the narrative. As Edward and Tom switch places, they are forced to

confront their own identities:
- Role Reversal: The switch allows both characters to explore who they are outside of societal
expectations. Edward learns to embrace his compassion, while Tom finds courage in navigating the

challenges of nobility.

- Personal Growth: The experiences they share lead to significant personal growth. Both characters

emerge from the switch with a deeper understanding of themselves and their place in the world.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond that forms between Edward and Tom is another critical theme in the story:

- Mutual Respect: As they navigate their new roles, a deep respect and friendship develop between

the two boys. Their loyalty to one another becomes a driving force in the narrative.
- Human Connection: The friendship transcends their social classes, showcasing the power of human

connection. Their relationship challenges societal norms and emphasizes the importance of

understanding and compassion.

Conclusion



In "The Prince and the Pauper," Mark Twain crafts two memorable characters in Edward and Tom,
whose journeys of self-discovery and understanding serve as a poignant social commentary. Through
their contrasting lives and experiences, Twain explores themes of class disparity, identity, and the
power of friendship. The character analysis of Edward Tudor and Tom Canty reveals the complexities
of human nature and the universal desire for connection and understanding. Ultimately, their story
encourages readers to reflect on their own perceptions of class and the importance of empathy in

bridging societal divides.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the main characters in 'The Prince and the Pauper'?

The main characters are Prince Edward, the heir to the throne of England, and Tom Canty, a poor boy

from London.

What are the main differences between Prince Edward and Tom

Canty?

Prince Edward is raised in luxury, with royal privileges and responsibilities, while Tom Canty lives in

poverty, experiencing hardship and the struggles of the lower class.

How does the character of Prince Edward evolve throughout the story?

Prince Edward evolves from a sheltered and naive young boy to a more compassionate and

understanding individual who learns the realities of life outside the palace.

What role does social class play in the character development of Tom
Canty?

Tom Canty's character highlights the harsh realities of poverty and social injustice, pushing him to

dream of a better life and ultimately leading to personal growth through his experiences as a prince.



How do the experiences of both characters challenge their initial

perceptions of each other's lives?

Both characters gain a deeper understanding of their respective worlds; Prince Edward learns about
the struggles of the common people, while Tom Canty discovers the burdens and responsibilities of
royalty.

What is the significance of the switch between Prince Edward and

Tom Canty?

The switch serves as a critique of social class disparities, showcasing how identity and circumstance
shape one's life experiences and opportunities.
How do secondary characters influence the development of the main

characters?

Secondary characters, such as the King and the Pauper's family, provide contrast and context to the
lives of Edward and Tom, highlighting their struggles and growth through their interactions.
What themes are explored through the character analysis of Prince

Edward and Tom Canty?

Key themes include social justice, identity, empathy, and the critique of aristocracy, as the characters

navigate the challenges of their respective social classes.

What can be learned from the character arcs of Prince Edward and

Tom Canty?

The character arcs illustrate the importance of understanding and empathy across social divides,

emphasizing that true nobility comes from character rather than birthright.



How does Mark Twain use humor in the character analysis of 'The

Prince and the Pauper'?

Twain employs humor to highlight the absurdities of social class distinctions and to critique the societal

norms of his time, making the characters' experiences both entertaining and thought-provoking.
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