
The Scholarship Jacket Plot Diagram

The scholarship jacket is a poignant short story written by Marta Salinas that explores
themes of integrity, cultural identity, and the challenges faced by students in a
competitive educational environment. The narrative follows a young Mexican-American
girl named Martha, who is determined to earn a prestigious scholarship jacket that
symbolizes academic excellence. This article will delve into the plot diagram of "The
Scholarship Jacket," examining its key components, including exposition, rising action,
climax, falling action, and resolution, while also discussing the central themes and
character development throughout the story.

Exposition

The exposition of "The Scholarship Jacket" sets the stage for the ensuing conflict and
character development.

Setting

- Location: The story takes place in a small Texas town.
- Time Period: It is set in the late 20th century, showcasing the cultural dynamics of that
era.

Main Characters

- Martha: The protagonist, a hardworking Mexican-American girl who excels academically.
- Grandfather: Martha's supportive and traditional figure, who values education and
integrity.
- Mr. Schmidt: The school’s teacher who plays a significant role in the story.



- The Principal: Represents the authority figure in the school who must make the final
decision regarding the scholarship jacket.

Background Information

Martha is a dedicated student who has consistently worked hard to maintain her grades.
She is focused on winning the scholarship jacket, a reward given to the student with the
highest academic achievement in eighth grade. The jacket is not just a prize; it represents
pride and accomplishment, particularly for Martha, who comes from a family that values
education.

Rising Action

The rising action of the story introduces complications and challenges that Martha must
face in her quest for the scholarship jacket.

Competition and Conflict

1. Competition: As the time approaches for the announcement of the scholarship jacket,
Martha learns that another student, a popular girl named Joann, is also vying for the
jacket.
2. Cultural Tensions: The story highlights the cultural divides present in the school, as
Martha faces prejudice due to her Mexican-American heritage.
3. Disappointment and Struggle: Martha's hard work comes into question when Joann's
mother, who is well-connected, tries to influence the principal's decision.

Interactions with Authority Figures

- Mr. Schmidt's Support: Mr. Schmidt is portrayed as a fair teacher who admires Martha's
efforts and believes she deserves the jacket.
- Principal's Authority: The principal's role becomes crucial as he must navigate the
conflicting interests of students and parents, showcasing the difficulties educators face in
maintaining fairness.

Climax

The climax of "The Scholarship Jacket" occurs when the tension reaches its peak.



The Decision

Martha is called into the principal's office, where the decision regarding the scholarship
jacket is to be announced. The principal reveals that there will be a change in policy—this
year, the jacket will not be awarded based on merit alone, but rather, it will be given to
the student who has a family connection to the school. This shocking announcement leaves
Martha feeling betrayed and disillusioned.

Emotional Impact

- Martha's Reaction: The emotional weight of the moment is profound. Martha feels not
only the sting of unfairness but also a deep sense of loss regarding her dreams and hard
work.
- Cultural Resonance: This moment signifies the broader struggles faced by individuals
from minority backgrounds in achieving recognition and success in an often biased
system.

Falling Action

In the falling action, the story begins to resolve the tension created in the rising action and
climax.

Martha's Decision

- Confrontation with the Principal: Instead of accepting the unjust decision quietly, Martha
confronts the principal about the unfairness of the policy change. Her courage in standing
up for her beliefs is a pivotal moment in the narrative.
- Grandfather's Wisdom: Martha seeks counsel from her grandfather, who reinforces the
importance of integrity and encourages her to stick to her principles.

Reflection on Values

- Emphasis on Integrity: Martha reflects on what the scholarship jacket truly means to her,
realizing that her worth is not defined by a piece of clothing but by her hard work and
character.
- Cultural Identity: The story also highlights the importance of cultural identity, as Martha
grapples with her place in a society that doesn't always value her contributions.



Resolution

The resolution ties up the narrative and brings closure to Martha's journey.

The Final Decision

- Choosing Integrity Over Material Rewards: Martha ultimately decides not to accept the
scholarship jacket if it is awarded under unfair circumstances. This decision marks a
significant moment of personal growth.
- Empowerment: By standing firm in her beliefs, Martha embraces her identity and
demonstrates that true honor comes from within.

Impact on the Reader

The resolution leaves readers with a powerful message about the importance of integrity,
self-worth, and the fight against injustice. Martha’s journey serves as an inspiration for
individuals from all backgrounds, encouraging them to value their achievements and stand
up against unfairness.

Themes in "The Scholarship Jacket"

Several key themes emerge from the narrative that enhance its depth and relevance.

Integrity and Honor

- Moral Stand: The story emphasizes the importance of maintaining one's integrity, even
when faced with difficult choices.
- True Value of Achievement: Martha learns that true achievement is not just about
accolades but about personal honor and pride in one's hard work.

Cultural Identity and Prejudice

- Struggles of Minority Students: The story sheds light on the challenges faced by students
from minority backgrounds, illustrating how cultural biases can affect educational
opportunities.
- Celebration of Heritage: Despite these challenges, Martha's journey reaffirms the value
of cultural identity and the strength that comes from it.



Education and Its Challenges

- Navigating Authority: The story portrays the complex relationship between students and
authority figures in educational institutions.
- Importance of Fairness: It raises questions about how fairness is determined in
educational settings, especially when external pressures influence decisions.

Conclusion

"The Scholarship Jacket" is a compelling exploration of the struggles faced by a young girl
in her pursuit of academic excellence. Through Martha's journey, readers are invited to
reflect on the themes of integrity, cultural identity, and the importance of standing up
against injustice. The story serves as a reminder that true success is rooted in personal
values and the courage to uphold them, regardless of external circumstances. By weaving
together these elements, Marta Salinas creates a narrative that resonates with readers of
all ages and backgrounds, encouraging a deeper understanding of the complexities of
education and identity in a diverse society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main conflict in 'The Scholarship Jacket'?
The main conflict in 'The Scholarship Jacket' revolves around the protagonist, Martha, who
is determined to earn the scholarship jacket for her academic achievements, but faces
discrimination and unfair treatment when the school decides to change the criteria for
receiving the jacket.

How does Martha's character develop throughout the
story?
Martha's character develops from a hopeful and determined student to a more assertive
individual who stands up for her rights and beliefs, ultimately choosing integrity over the
jacket when faced with injustice.

What role does cultural background play in 'The
Scholarship Jacket'?
Cultural background plays a significant role as Martha is a Mexican-American student,
and her experiences reflect the challenges of discrimination and the struggle for equality
in an educational system that often overlooks minority students.

What is the climax of 'The Scholarship Jacket'?
The climax occurs when Martha learns that the jacket will not be awarded to her due to
her ethnicity and she must confront the school principal and the unfair decision, leading to



a critical moment of self-advocacy.

How does the setting influence the plot of 'The
Scholarship Jacket'?
The setting in a small Texas town and the school environment highlights the societal
norms and prejudices that Martha faces, emphasizing the themes of discrimination and
the pursuit of meritocracy.

What is the resolution of 'The Scholarship Jacket'?
The resolution occurs when Martha decides not to accept the scholarship jacket after
learning about the unfair criteria, choosing instead to maintain her dignity and values over
material recognition.

What themes are present in 'The Scholarship Jacket'?
Key themes include the importance of integrity, the struggle against discrimination, the
value of hard work, and the personal cost of standing up for one's beliefs.
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