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The Princess Bride first edition is a remarkable piece of literary history that has captivated readers since its
release. Written by William Goldman, this novel is a unique blend of adventure, romance, and humor,
making it a timeless classic. First published in 1973, The Princess Bride has since gained a devoted
following, becoming a staple in popular culture primarily due to its successful film adaptation released in
1987. This article explores the origins of the novel, its first edition details, its critical reception, and its

lasting impact on both literature and film.



Origins of The Princess Bride

Williamn Goldman's Vision

William Goldman was an acclaimed author and screenwriter, known for his sharp wit and storytelling
prowess. He conceived the idea for The Princess Bride as a way to craft a fairy tale that appealed to both
children and adults. Goldman aimed to subvert traditional fairy tale tropes, infusing the narrative with
humor, adventure, and moral complexity. The book was inspired by his desire to create a story that

captured the essence of love and heroism while also poking fun at the genre conventions.

The Writing Process

Goldman initially wrote the novel as a gift for his daughters. He attempted to create a story that would
entertain them while also challenging their notions of what a fairy tale could be. The writing process itself
was deeply personal for Goldman, as he infused elements from his own life experiences, including his

relationships and struggles, into the characters and plot.

Details of the First Edition

Publication Information

The first edition of The Princess Bride was published by Harcourt Brace Jovanovich in 1973. The book
features a distinctive cover design, which set the tone for the whimsical yet adventurous nature of the

story.

- Title: The Princess Bride

- Author: William Goldman

- Publisher: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich
- Publication Date: 1973

- ISBN: 0-15-115073-5

- Format: Hardcover

The first edition is notable for its unique illustrations by artist Michael R. McCurdy, which add depth to the
text and enhance the reader's experience. The book is divided into chapters, each filled with humor,

adventure, and romance, making it an engaging read from start to finish.



Physical Characteristics

The first edition of The Princess Bride has several physical features that collectors and bibliophiles find
appealing:

- Dust Jacket: The original dust jacket is colorful and features illustrations that reflect the fantastical
elements of the story.

- Binding: The hardcover binding provides durability, making it a lasting addition to any personal library.
- Typography: The book's typography is carefully chosen to enhance readability and appeal visually.

Collectors treasure the first edition not only for its literary significance but also for its aesthetic qualities.

Critical Reception of the First Edition

Initial Reviews

Upon its release, The Princess Bride received a mixed but generally positive critical reception. Reviewers
praised Goldman’s ability to blend humor with adventure, although some traditionalists felt the novel

deviated too much from conventional fairy tale structures.

- Positive Aspects:
- Clever dialogue and humorous narrative style
- Rich character development, particularly of the protagonists

- Innovative approach to storytelling
- Critiques:
- Some readers found the meta-narrative distracting

- A few critics felt the humor overshadowed the romantic elements

Despite the mixed reviews, the book found its audience and gradually became a beloved classic.

Long-Term Impact

As the years passed, The Princess Bride's reputation grew, and it became recognized as a significant work
in American literature. It is frequently taught in literature courses for its unique narrative style and its

commentary on love and heroism. The novel's enduring popularity can be attributed to several factors:



- Film Adaptation: The 1987 film adaptation directed by Rob Reiner brought a new wave of fans to the
story. The film remains a cult classic and has significantly influenced pop culture.

- Memorable Quotes: The book and film are filled with quotable lines, contributing to its status as a cultural
touchstone.

- Merchandising and Adaptations: The enduring love for The Princess Bride has led to various adaptations,

including stage plays, graphic novels, and even a musical.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Influence on Popular Culture

The Princess Bride has had a far-reaching impact on popular culture, inspiring countless references in other
medjia. Its blend of romance, adventure, and humor has set a standard for storytelling, particularly in

fantasy and romantic genres.

- Cinematic References: Many films and TV shows have alluded to or parodied elements of The Princess
Bride, showcasing its lasting influence.
- Literary Homage: Authors across genres have cited Goldman’s work as an inspiration, particularly in the

realm of fantasy and fairy tales.

Fan Community and Events

The Princess Bride has cultivated a passionate fan community. Numerous events celebrate the book and

film, including:

- Themed Conventions: Events like Comic-Con often feature panels dedicated to The Princess Bride,
bringing together fans to discuss their love for the story.

- Fan Gatherings: Fans frequently organize meet-ups and screenings, sharing their favorite quotes and
moments.

- Social Media: Online forums and social media platforms buzz with discussions about the book and film,

showcasing the deep affection for Goldman’s work.

Collecting The Princess Bride First Edition



Value and Rarity

The first edition of The Princess Bride holds significant value among collectors. Factors that contribute to its

rarity and worth include:

- Condition: Copies in excellent condition with intact dust jackets are highly sought after.
- Signed Copies: Signed first editions can fetch much higher prices in the collector’s market.

- Provenance: Copies with a unique history or previous ownership can also enhance value.

Where to Find First Editions

For those interested in collecting, first editions of The Princess Bride can be found in various places:

- Rare Bookstores: Specialty bookstores that focus on rare finds often carry first editions.
- Online Marketplaces: Websites such as eBay or AbeBooks provide platforms for buyers and sellers to
connect.

- Auctions: Auction houses occasionally feature rare literary works, including The Princess Bride.

Conclusion

The Princess Bride first edition is more than just a book; it is a cultural phenomenon that has endured
through the decades. William Goldman's masterful storytelling, combined with its unique illustrations and
engaging narrative, has solidified its place in literary history. As both a cherished book and a beloved film,
The Princess Bride continues to inspire new generations of readers and viewers, ensuring its legacy
remains vibrant for years to come. Whether through the pages of the first edition or the iconic film, the

story of true love and adventure will always hold a special place in the hearts of many.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was the first edition of 'The Princess Bride' published?

The first edition of 'The Princess Bride' was published in 1973.

Who is the author of 'The Princess Bride'?

The author of 'The Princess Bride' is William Goldman.



What makes the first edition of 'The Princess Bride' collectible?

The first edition is considered collectible due to its limited print run, unique cover art, and the fact that it's

the original version of a beloved classic.

How can I identify a first edition of "The Princess Bride'?

A first edition can typically be identified by the presence of the original publication date on the copyright
page and specific printing details that indicate it is the first printing.

‘What are some notable features of the first edition's cover design?

The first edition features a distinctive cover design by artist Michael P. Kauffman, which includes

whimsical illustrations that capture the book's fairy tale essence.
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The Princess Bride - ReadingGroupGuides.com
Jul 15, 2003 - Eventually to be adapted for the silver screen, The Princess Bride was originally a
beautifully simple, insightfully comic story of what happens when the most beautiful girl in the ...

THE PRINCESS BRIDE William Goldman - The Script Lab
GRANDFATHER (O.S.) (reading) Five years later, the main square of Florin City was filled as never
before to hear the announcement of the great Prince Humperdinck's bride-to be.

The Princess Bride First Edition - fbtriumph.bcm.com.au
With The Dharma of “The Princess Bride” in hand, we can set out on the path to contemporary
Buddhist enlightenment with the most important relationships in our lives.

The Princess Bride First Edition (book) - oldshop.whitney.org
The Princess Bride First Edition As You Wish Cary Elwes,Joe Layden,2014-10-14 In a 25th
anniversary behind the scenes account of the making of the cult classic film the lead actor ...

The Princess Bride PDF - cdn.bookey.app
Suddenly, that rare edition of "The Princess Bride' appears before you, igniting a nostalgic yearning
for adventure. In that moment, you realize how stories shape not only our past but ...

The Princess Bride First Edition Full PDF
The Princess Bride First Edition MaryAnn Johanson The Princess Bride First Edition:
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THE PRINCESS BRIDE by William Goldman - TITAME
Then I went to the library, closed myself in, hunted out The Princess Bride. It was in pretty good
shape, I realized as I checked the binding, which is when I saw it was published by my ...

The Princess Bride - Activity Pack - Prestwick House
Published in 1973, and later made into a movie, The Princess Bride received praise from critics and
fans. The novel is funny, playful, adventurous, and romantic.

As You Wish: A Copyright History of The Princess Bride
Cover of the original 1973 edition of The Princess Bride, written by William Goldman and submitted

to the Copyright Ofice for registration. The Library of Congress added The Princess ...

The Princess Bride First Edition (2024) - oldshop.whitney.org
The Princess Bride William Goldman,2007 A writer s views on life and art are revealed in his effort
to edit the children s classic that shaped his literary ambitions

Microsoft Word - Princess Bride rg.doc
The following questions and topics are intended to enhance your reading of William Goldman’s The
Princess Bride. We hope they will enrich your experience of this fantastic voyage.

The Princess Bride - Reed Novel Studies
A tale of true love and high adventure, pirates, princesses, giants, miracles, fencing, and a
frightening assortment of wild beasts —The Princess Bride is a modern storytelling classic.

Get hundreds more LitCharts at www.litcharts.com The Princess Bride
First-person and third-person omniscient EXTRA CREDIT Writing In. When The Princess Bride first
came out, about 100 people per week followed Goldman's in.

Microsoft Word - 2020 12 Discussion Questions for The Princess ...
What is your opinion of Goldman's inspiration for writing an unabridged (“the good parts”) version of
S. Morgenstern’s now-out-of-print classic? How do the author’s asides and interjections ...

The Princess Bride - Teaching Unit: Sample Pages - tpet.com
The Princess Bride can be confusing for many readers. The novel is written by William Goldman, but
throughout the novel, Goldman contends that he is writing an abridgment of a story ...

Whatever Happened to The Princess Bride?: Thoughts for Further ...
As we pass five years since Goldman’s death, and fifty years since The Princess Bride was published,

fresh insights into his work are in order. I look forward to seeing what scholars bring ...

The Princess Bride PDF - cdn.bookey.app
The release of "The Princess Bride" was initially set for July 31, 1987, but was postponed as Rob
Reiner was still editing. A rough cut screening was later held for family and friends, generating ...

The Princess Bride
When William's own son, Jason turns ten, William is determined to procure a copy of The Princess
Bride for him; however, William is in California while his family is back in New York. ...

The Princess Bride - WordPress.com
Anyone who lived through the 1980s may find it impossible— inconceivable, even—to equate The
Princess Bride ...
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GRANDFATHER (O.S.) (reading) Five years later, the main square of Florin City was filled as never
before to hear the ...

The Princess Bride First Edition - fbtriumph.bcm.com.au
With The Dharma of “The Princess Bride” in hand, we can set out on the path to contemporary
Buddhist enlightenment ...

The Princess Bride First Edition (book) - oldshop.whitney.org
The Princess Bride First Edition As You Wish Cary Elwes,Joe Layden,2014-10-14 In a 25th

anniversary behind the scenes ...
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