
The Road To American Independence
Commonlit Answer Key

The road to American independence commonlit answer key is an essential topic for students
exploring the events that led to the United States' separation from British rule. This period, marked
by escalating tensions, conflict, and the quest for self-governance, set the foundation for the birth of
a nation. In this article, we will delve into the causes of the American Revolution, the key figures
involved, significant events, and the eventual declaration of independence. This comprehensive
overview will serve as a valuable resource for educators and students alike, particularly in the
context of CommonLit educational materials that focus on this pivotal chapter in American history.



Understanding the Context: Pre-Revolutionary America

Before the American colonies declared independence, they were under British control, facing
various economic and political challenges. The relationship between Great Britain and its American
colonies was complex, characterized by both cooperation and conflict. Understanding this context is
crucial to grasping the significance of the road to independence.

Colonial Life and Governance

The American colonies were established for various reasons, including economic opportunity,
religious freedom, and the pursuit of a better life. By the mid-18th century, the colonies had
developed their own identities, independent of British influence. Key aspects of colonial life
included:

- Diverse Economies: Different regions developed unique economic systems, such as agriculture in
the South and trade in the North.
- Local Governance: Colonies had their own legislative assemblies and local governments, which
fostered a sense of self-governance and autonomy.
- Cultural Differences: The colonies were home to a mix of cultures, including Indigenous peoples,
European settlers, and enslaved Africans, leading to a rich and varied social landscape.

British Policies and Colonial Reaction

The turning point in the relationship between Britain and its colonies came with the introduction of
several policies aimed at increasing revenue and control over the colonies. Some of the most notable
include:

1. The Stamp Act (1765): This act imposed a tax on all printed materials, prompting widespread
protests and the formation of the Stamp Act Congress.
2. The Townshend Acts (1767): These acts taxed imported goods, leading to boycotts and heightened
tensions between colonists and British authorities.
3. The Tea Act (1773): Aimed at bailing out the struggling British East India Company, this act led to
the infamous Boston Tea Party, a direct act of defiance against British rule.

These policies were met with increasing resistance from the colonists, who began to see themselves
as separate from British authority.

Key Events Leading to Independence

As tensions escalated, a series of key events played a significant role in the movement toward
independence. Understanding these events is crucial for students exploring the depth of the
revolutionary spirit in the colonies.



The Boston Massacre (1770)

The Boston Massacre was a pivotal moment that galvanized colonial opposition to British rule. On
March 5, 1770, British soldiers opened fire on a crowd of colonists, killing five. The incident was
widely publicized by colonial leaders, including Paul Revere, and painted as a symbol of British
tyranny. This event fueled anti-British sentiment and united many colonists against what they
perceived as oppression.

The First Continental Congress (1774)

In response to the growing tensions, representatives from twelve of the thirteen colonies (excluding
Georgia) convened in Philadelphia to address their grievances. The First Continental Congress
aimed to:

- Coordinate resistance against British policies.
- Draft a declaration of rights and grievances.
- Establish a boycott of British goods.

This Congress marked a significant step toward unity among the colonies, as they began to act
collectively rather than as individual entities.

Lexington and Concord (1775)

The first military engagements of the American Revolutionary War occurred at Lexington and
Concord on April 19, 1775. British troops marched to seize colonial arms, but they were met by
armed colonial militia. The skirmishes resulted in the "shot heard 'round the world," symbolizing the
start of open conflict between Britain and the colonies.

The Second Continental Congress (1775)

Following the battles of Lexington and Concord, the Second Continental Congress convened. This
Congress took on a more active role in the war effort by:

1. Appointing George Washington as the commander of the Continental Army.
2. Organizing a unified military response to British aggression.
3. Eventually moving toward the idea of independence.

The Declaration of Independence

The culmination of colonial unrest and the desire for self-governance led to the drafting of the
Declaration of Independence in 1776. This document is one of the most significant in American
history, articulating the colonies' reasons for seeking independence.



Key Authors and Philosophical Influences

Thomas Jefferson is credited as the principal author of the Declaration, with input from other
Founding Fathers, including John Adams and Benjamin Franklin. The Declaration was heavily
influenced by Enlightenment thinkers, particularly John Locke, whose ideas about natural rights and
government by consent shaped the document's core principles.

Main Components of the Declaration

The Declaration of Independence consists of several key components:

- Preamble: Outlining the philosophical basis for independence and the rights of individuals.
- List of Grievances: Detailing the colonists' complaints against King George III, highlighting their
struggles and the injustices they faced.
- Conclusion: A formal declaration of independence from British rule, asserting the colonies' right to
self-govern.

The adoption of the Declaration on July 4, 1776, marked a defining moment in American history,
symbolizing the colonies' commitment to liberty and self-determination.

Aftermath and Legacy

The road to American independence did not end with the Declaration. The Revolutionary War
continued for several years, ultimately leading to the recognition of American sovereignty.

Key Battles and Turning Points

Several significant battles played pivotal roles during the war, including:

1. The Battle of Saratoga (1777): This American victory is often considered the turning point of the
war, as it secured French support for the American cause.
2. The Siege of Yorktown (1781): The final major battle, where British General Cornwallis
surrendered to Washington, effectively ending the war.

The Treaty of Paris (1783)

The Treaty of Paris formally ended the Revolutionary War, recognizing the independence of the
United States and establishing boundaries for the new nation. This treaty laid the groundwork for
the future development of the United States as a sovereign entity.



Conclusion

The road to American independence was a complex and multifaceted journey filled with struggle,
determination, and the quest for self-governance. From the initial colonial grievances to the drafting
of the Declaration of Independence, each event contributed to the larger narrative of revolution and
the fight for liberty. Understanding this history is crucial for students, as it not only highlights the
resilience of the American spirit but also provides insights into the principles of democracy and
governance that continue to shape the United States today. The CommonLit answer key serves as a
helpful tool for educators and students to engage with these themes and enhance their
understanding of this critical period in American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the American Revolution as
discussed in the CommonLit material?
The main causes included taxation without representation, British military actions, and the desire for
self-governance.

How did the Boston Tea Party contribute to the push for
independence?
The Boston Tea Party was a direct protest against British taxation, which escalated tensions and
united colonists against British rule.

What role did influential figures like Thomas Paine play in
American independence?
Thomas Paine wrote 'Common Sense', which argued for independence and helped sway public
opinion towards revolution.

How did the Declaration of Independence articulate the
colonists' grievances?
The Declaration listed specific grievances against King George III, asserting the colonies' right to
break away and establish their own government.

What was the significance of the First Continental Congress?
The First Continental Congress united the colonies in response to British policies and coordinated a
collective resistance.

In what ways did the Enlightenment influence the American
independence movement?
Enlightenment ideas about individual rights, government by consent, and the social contract



inspired colonists to seek independence.

What impact did the Revolutionary War have on other
countries seeking independence?
The American Revolution served as an inspiration for other nations, demonstrating that it was
possible to overthrow colonial powers and establish self-governance.

Find other PDF article:
https://soc.up.edu.ph/28-font/files?trackid=pPG90-7029&title=history-of-seattle-seahawks.pdf

The Road To American Independence Commonlit
Answer Key

YouTube Help - Google Help
Learn more about YouTube YouTube help videos Browse our video library for helpful tips, feature
overviews, and step-by-step tutorials. YouTube Known Issues Get …

Utiliser YouTube Studio - Ordinateur - Aide YouTube
Utiliser YouTube Studio YouTube Studio est la plate-forme des créateurs. Elle rassemble tous les
outils nécessaires pour gérer votre présence en ligne, …

YouTube說明 - Google Help
您可以在「YouTube 官方說明中心」找到本產品的使用教學和提示，以及各種常見問題解答。

Download the YouTube app
Check device requirements The YouTube app is available on a wide range of devices, but there are
some minimum system requirements and device-specific …

YouTube帮助 - Google Help
您可以在 YouTube 官方帮助中心找到各种提示和辅导手册，从中了解如何使用本产品以及其他常见问题的答案。

Low-Cost Airfare the Way You Want It | Spirit Airlines
Book low-cost flights to exciting destinations with Spirit Airlines. Enjoy affordable travel and
incredible …

Book Low-Fare Flights Today | Spirit Airlines
Mar 8, 2025 · Find the best deals on flights to popular destinations with Spirit Airlines. Book today
to save on …

Affordable Flights from Chicago ORD | Spirit Airlines
Mar 8, 2025 · Find affordable flights departing from Chicago with Spirit Airlines. Explore exciting …

Book Low-Cost Flights from United States | Spirit Airlines

https://soc.up.edu.ph/28-font/files?trackid=pPG90-7029&title=history-of-seattle-seahawks.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/61-page/Book?docid=XtO68-6858&title=the-road-to-american-independence-commonlit-answer-key.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/61-page/Book?docid=XtO68-6858&title=the-road-to-american-independence-commonlit-answer-key.pdf


Book a flight from United States with Spirit Airlines and experience one of 90+ travel destinations
you'll love. …

Find Your Trip & Manage Bookings | Spirit Airlines
Access and manage your travel plans with Spirit Airlines. View your itinerary, make changes, and
check flight …

Unlock the secrets of 'The Road to American Independence' with our CommonLit answer key.
Discover how to enhance your understanding—learn more today!

Back to Home

https://soc.up.edu.ph

