
The Runaway Bunny By Margaret Wise
Brown

The Runaway Bunny by Margaret Wise Brown is a timeless classic that has captivated the hearts of
children and parents alike since its publication in 1942. This enchanting picture book tells the story of
a young bunny who dreams of running away, only to be met with the unwavering love and
determination of his mother. Brown's poetic prose and Clement Hurd's soft, pastel illustrations create
a comforting narrative that explores themes of love, imagination, and the unbreakable bond between
parent and child. This article delves into the book’s themes, characters, illustrations, and its lasting
legacy in children's literature.

Overview of the Story

At its core, “The Runaway Bunny” is a simple yet profound tale. The story begins with a young bunny
who expresses a desire to escape from home and explore the world. The bunny imagines various
scenarios where he could run away — becoming a fish, a bird, or even a flower — but each time, his
mother reassures him that she will always find him.

Plot Summary

The plot unfolds as follows:



1. The Bunny's Desire: The young bunny tells his mother that he wants to run away, expressing his
desire for independence.
2. Mother's Response: Each time the bunny presents a new escape plan, his mother lovingly counters
his thoughts with her own plans to follow him wherever he goes.
3. Imaginative Scenarios: The bunny imagines being different animals and objects, including a fish in
a trout stream and a bird in the sky, but his mother imagines herself transforming into something that
could find him.
4. Resolution: Ultimately, the bunny realizes that no matter where he goes, his mother's love is
constant and unwavering.

This cyclical exchange between the bunny and his mother emphasizes the idea that love transcends
distance and circumstance.

Themes in “The Runaway Bunny”

Margaret Wise Brown expertly weaves several themes throughout the narrative, making it rich in
meaning and resonance.

Unconditional Love

At the heart of “The Runaway Bunny” is the theme of unconditional love. The mother bunny’s
responses demonstrate her commitment to always being there for her child, no matter the
circumstances. This idea is encapsulated in the repeated refrain that she will become whatever is
necessary to find her bunny, symbolizing the lengths a parent will go to protect and support their
child.

Imagination and Creativity

The story also highlights the power of imagination. The bunny's desire to run away showcases a
child's natural curiosity and yearning for exploration. Each transformation he envisions opens a new
world of possibilities, while his mother’s imaginative responses emphasize that adventure can exist
within the realm of love and safety.

Separation and Reunion

The narrative touches on the theme of separation and reunion, a common experience in the parent-
child dynamic. The bunny’s wish to run away reflects a universal desire for independence, while the
mother’s steadfastness signifies the reassurance that, even when one seeks distance, the bond of
love remains intact.



Character Analysis

The characters in “The Runaway Bunny” are simple yet profoundly developed through their dialogue
and interactions.

The Runaway Bunny

The young bunny represents innocence, curiosity, and a desire for adventure. His imaginative
scenarios reflect a child's perspective on independence and exploration. Throughout the story, he
seeks to assert his autonomy while also grappling with his need for safety and love.

The Mother Bunny

The mother bunny embodies nurturing and unconditional love. Her responses to her child's fantasies
are both imaginative and reassuring. She is the voice of certainty in the story, exemplifying the
protective instincts of a parent. Her willingness to become anything to find her bunny symbolizes the
depth of maternal love, illustrating that no challenge is too great when it comes to supporting one’s
child.

Illustrations by Clement Hurd

Clement Hurd's illustrations play a crucial role in bringing Brown's story to life. The soft, muted colors
and gentle lines create a serene atmosphere that complements the narrative's themes of love and
comfort.

Visual Storytelling

1. Color Palette: Hurd uses a pastel color palette that evokes a sense of warmth and tenderness. The
gentle hues create an inviting environment that draws young readers into the world of the bunny and
his mother.
2. Character Expressions: The illustrations capture the emotions of both the bunny and his mother,
allowing readers to connect with their feelings. The bunny's playful expressions and the mother’s
serene demeanor enhance the story's emotional depth.
3. Imagery: Each scenario envisioned by the bunny is brought to life through Hurd’s illustrations,
sparking the imagination of young readers and complementing the text beautifully.

The Legacy of “The Runaway Bunny”

Since its publication, “The Runaway Bunny” has become a staple in children's literature, cherished by
generations of families. Its enduring themes and simple yet profound narrative continue to resonate



with both children and parents.

Impact on Children's Literature

1. Cultural Significance: The book is often regarded as a classic in children's literature, alongside
other notable works by Margaret Wise Brown, such as “Goodnight Moon.” Its place in literary history
highlights the importance of nurturing literature that speaks to the emotional experiences of
childhood.
2. Influence on Parents and Caregivers: Many parents find comfort in the book’s message, using it as
a tool to discuss themes of love, independence, and security with their children. The narrative
provides a safe space for children to explore their feelings of separation and attachment.
3. Adaptations and Merchandise: The enduring popularity of the story has led to various adaptations,
including board books, plush toys, and even animated versions. These adaptations help introduce the
story to new audiences and keep the message alive.

Conclusion

In conclusion, “The Runaway Bunny” by Margaret Wise Brown is much more than a simple children's
story; it is a profound exploration of love, imagination, and the bond between parent and child.
Through the dynamic interplay between the bunny and his mother, readers are reminded that while
the desire for independence is a natural part of growing up, the love of a parent is a constant source
of comfort and reassurance. With its beautiful illustrations and timeless themes, “The Runaway
Bunny” continues to be a cherished addition to children's literature, inviting readers to embrace both
adventure and the warmth of familial love.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Runaway Bunny'?
The main theme of 'The Runaway Bunny' is the unconditional love and reassurance between a mother
and her child, showcasing how a mother's love transcends all boundaries.

Who is the author of 'The Runaway Bunny'?
'The Runaway Bunny' is authored by Margaret Wise Brown, a renowned children's book writer known
for her ability to capture the essence of childhood.

What age group is 'The Runaway Bunny' targeted towards?
'The Runaway Bunny' is primarily targeted towards preschoolers and children aged 2 to 5, making it
suitable for early childhood reading.

What literary techniques are used in 'The Runaway Bunny'?
Margaret Wise Brown employs repetition, rhyme, and a conversational tone in 'The Runaway Bunny'



to engage young readers and enhance the storytelling experience.

How does the story of 'The Runaway Bunny' unfold?
The story unfolds as a young bunny imagines running away from home, while the mother bunny
reassures him that she will always find him, no matter where he goes.

What illustrations accompany 'The Runaway Bunny'?
The illustrations in 'The Runaway Bunny,' originally by Clement Hurd, are soft and whimsical,
complementing the gentle tone of the story and enhancing its emotional depth.

How has 'The Runaway Bunny' been received by readers over
the years?
'The Runaway Bunny' has been widely praised and is considered a classic in children's literature,
beloved for its comforting message and lyrical storytelling.

What impact did 'The Runaway Bunny' have on children's
literature?
'The Runaway Bunny' had a significant impact on children's literature by emphasizing the importance
of parental love and connection, influencing many subsequent children's books.

Are there any adaptations or merchandise based on 'The
Runaway Bunny'?
Yes, 'The Runaway Bunny' has inspired various adaptations, including board books, plush toys, and
even animated stories, further extending its reach and relevance in popular culture.
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