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THE PRICE OF FEAR

Introduction to Vincent Price and '"The Price of
Fear"

The Price of Fear is a captivating anthology series that showcases the
talents of the legendary actor Vincent Price, who is best known for his roles
in horror films. This series, which aired from 1973 to 1974, is a significant
part of Price's legacy, illustrating not only his iconic presence in the
genre but also his ability to weave intriguing narratives that keep audiences
on the edge of their seats. Through his distinct voice and charismatic
performances, Price brings to life various chilling tales that reflect the
darker side of human nature.

Overview of "The Price of Fear"

"The Price of Fear" originated as a radio series that aired on BBC Radio 4.
Each episode was a standalone story, often based on classic horror literature
or original screenplays that explored themes of suspense, fear, and the
supernatural. Price’s participation as the host added an extra layer of
allure, making the series a memorable experience for listeners.



Episode Structure and Themes

The episodes of "The Price of Fear" were typically structured as follows:

1. Introduction: Vincent Price would introduce the story, often with a
captivating monologue that set the tone.

2. The Story: Each episode featured a unique narrative that delved into
horror and suspense, often culminating in a twist ending.

3. Conclusion: Price would return to wrap up the story, providing a final
reflection that often left the audience contemplating the moral
implications of the tale.

The series tackled various themes, including:

e Human Nature: Many stories examined the darker impulses within
individuals, exploring how fear can drive people to commit unspeakable
acts.

e Supernatural Elements: The inclusion of ghosts, monsters, and
unexplained phenomena added an eerie atmosphere.

e Psychological Horror: Several episodes focused on the psychological
aspects of fear, showcasing how it can manifest in the mind and affect
behavior.

Vincent Price: A Horror Icon

Vincent Price was born on May 27, 1911, in St. Louis, Missouri. His passion
for the arts led him to pursue a career in acting, where he would eventually
carve out a niche for himself in the horror genre. Price’s distinctive voice
and sophisticated demeanor made him an ideal choice for roles that required a
blend of charm and menace.

Career Highlights

Price's career spanned over five decades, during which he appeared in
numerous films and television shows. Some of his most notable works include:

e Psycho (1960): Although Price did not star in this film, it marked a
significant point in the horror genre that would influence his future
roles.

e House of Wax (1953): This film solidified Price's status as a horror
icon, showcasing his ability to evoke both fear and sympathy.



e The Fly (1958): Price’s performance in this film remains memorable, as
he portrayed a scientist whose experiment goes horribly wrong.

e Edward Scissorhands (1990): In this later role, Price played the
inventor of Edward, adding a poignant touch to the film's narrative.

Price was also known for his work in theater and television, making guest
appearances on various shows, including "The Muppet Show," further
demonstrating his versatility as an actor.

The Impact of "The Price of Fear"

"The Price of Fear" not only showcased Vincent Price's talents but also
contributed to the resurgence of interest in horror storytelling during the
1970s. The format of presenting standalone stories allowed for creative
freedom, enabling writers and directors to explore diverse concepts within
the genre.

Cultural Influence

The legacy of "The Price of Fear" can be seen in various aspects of
contemporary horror:

- Anthology Series: The show paved the way for modern anthology series,
influencing programs like "Tales from the Crypt" and "The Twilight Zone,"
which also explored horror and fantasy themes in standalone episodes.

— Narrative Style: The storytelling approach used in "The Price of Fear" has
inspired filmmakers and writers to craft suspenseful tales that engage
audiences through dramatic twists and moral dilemmas.

— Vincent Price's Persona: Price's unique style and persona have become
synonymous with classic horror, influencing countless actors who have
followed in his footsteps.

Critical Reception

Critics praised "The Price of Fear" for its engaging narratives and Price's
masterful storytelling. The series received accolades for its ability to
capture the essence of fear while providing thought-provoking commentary on
human nature. Listeners appreciated the atmospheric sound design and the way
each episode unfolded, often leading to unexpected conclusions.

Legacy of Vincent Price and His Work

Vincent Price's contributions to horror extend beyond "The Price of Fear."
His work has had a lasting impact on the genre, inspiring generations of
filmmakers, writers, and actors. Price's blend of charisma, talent, and
intellectualism set him apart from his contemporaries, making him a beloved
figure in the world of horror.



Tributes and Homages

Over the years, various tributes and homages have been made in honor of
Vincent Price:

— Film References: Many horror films and television shows include nods to
Price, often paying homage to his iconic roles and his influence on the
genre.

— Documentaries: Several documentaries have been produced that explore
Price's life and career, showcasing his impact on horror and popular culture.
- Fan Conventions: Price remains a popular figure at horror conventions,
where fans gather to celebrate his work and legacy.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Price of Fear" stands as a testament to Vincent Price's
unparalleled contribution to the horror genre. Through this anthology series,
Price not only entertained audiences with spine-tingling tales but also
encouraged deeper reflection on the complexities of fear and human behavior.
His legacy continues to resonate, inspiring new generations of horror
enthusiasts and artists alike.

As we remember Vincent Price and his remarkable career, "The Price of Fear"
remains a significant part of his story, encapsulating the essence of what it
means to evoke fear and intrigue through the art of storytelling. Whether you
are a long-time fan or new to his work, exploring "The Price of Fear" is an
experience that highlights the brilliance of this horror icon.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Price of Fear' starring Vincent Price?

'The Price of Fear' is a horror anthology radio series featuring Vincent
Price, where he narrates chilling tales of suspense and terror.

When did 'The Price of Fear' first air?

'The Price of Fear' first aired in 1973 and continued until 1975, captivating
audiences with its thrilling stories.

How many episodes are there in 'The Price of Fear'?

There are a total of 16 episodes in 'The Price of Fear' series, each
featuring a unique horror story.

What themes are explored in 'The Price of Fear'?

'The Price of Fear' explores themes of dread, mortality, and the
supernatural, often leaving listeners with a haunting sense of fear.

Did Vincent Price write the stories in 'The Price of



Fear'?

No, while Vincent Price hosted and narrated the series, the stories were
written by various authors, including well-known horror writers.

Is 'The Price of Fear' available for modern
audiences?

Yes, 'The Price of Fear' has been made available through various online
platforms and radio archives, allowing new audiences to enjoy the series.

What impact did 'The Price of Fear' have on horror
radio shows?

'The Price of Fear' is considered a classic in horror radio, influencing
future productions with its blend of storytelling and chilling sound design.

How did Vincent Price's persona enhance 'The Price of
Fear'?

Vincent Price's distinctive voice and charismatic presence added a unique
charm and credibility to 'The Price of Fear', making it more engaging for
listeners.
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Consumers price index: March 2025 quarter | Stats NZ

The consumers price index (CPI) measures the rate of price change of goods and services purchased
by New Zealand households. 1 May 2025: We have identified that vehicle relicensing fee increases
were not captured in the consumers price index (CPI) March 2025 quarter. The CPI March 2025
headline figure will not be updated.
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Food price index | Stats NZ

Mar 13, 2024 - The food price index (FPI) measures the changes in prices that households pay for
food. We measure the price change by tracking the prices of individual food items that make up a
representative food basket. The FPI basket is organised into five subgroups: fruit and vegetables
meat, poultry, and fish grocery food non-alcoholic beverages restaurant meals and ready-to ...
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