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The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo, a novel by Taylor Jenkins Reid, captivates readers
with its compelling narrative and complex characters. Set against the backdrop of old
Hollywood, the story follows the legendary actress Evelyn Hugo as she recounts her life
story to an unknown journalist, Monique Grant. Through the lens of Evelyn’s seven
marriages, the novel explores themes of love, ambition, identity, and the price of fame.
This analysis delves into the intricacies of the characters, the societal context of the era,
and the overarching themes that make the novel resonate with its audience.

Character Analysis

Evelyn Hugo

Evelyn Hugo is a multifaceted character who embodies the struggles and triumphs of a
woman navigating a patriarchal society. Her journey from a poor Cuban immigrant to a
Hollywood icon reflects resilience and determination. Key aspects of her character
include:

- Ambition: Evelyn's drive for success is evident in her early determination to escape her
mundane life. She is willing to make sacrifices, including her relationships and personal
happiness, to achieve her goals.

- Complexity of Love: Evelyn's relationships with her husbands reveal her complex
understanding of love. Each marriage serves a purpose, whether for love, ambition, or
survival. Her ability to compartmentalize emotions showcases her survival instincts in a



cut-throat industry.

- Identity and Self-Discovery: Throughout the novel, Evelyn grapples with her identity,
both as a public figure and a private individual. Her experiences reflect a constant
negotiation between her authentic self and the persona crafted for the public eye.

Monique Grant

Monique serves as the vehicle through which Evelyn's story is told. As a journalist, her
character represents a new generation of women seeking their voices. Key points about
Monique include:

- Curiosity and Empathy: Monique’s initial skepticism transforms into empathy as she
listens to Evelyn’s story. This evolution highlights her growth as a character and reflects
the importance of understanding others’ complexities.

- Personal Growth: Monique’s journey parallels Evelyn's, as she confronts her own
insecurities and ambitions throughout the narrative. Her experiences with Evelyn
challenge her perceptions of love and success.

The Husbands

Evelyn's seven husbands are central to her life story, each representing different facets of
her character and life choices. Here’s a brief overview of each husband:

1. Ernie Diaz: Evelyn's first husband, a marriage born out of desperation and youthful
ambition. It highlights her initial sacrifices for fame.

2. Don Adler: An abusive relationship that demonstrates the dark side of Hollywood.
Evelyn’s experience with Don is a turning point in her understanding of love and power.
3. Mick Riva: A marriage that symbolizes the fleeting nature of fame and the emptiness of
superficial relationships.

4. Rex North: A strategic marriage that allows Evelyn to maintain her public image while
exploring her true self.

5. Celia St. James: Evelyn’s greatest love, representing true connection and authenticity.
Their relationship challenges societal norms and reflects the complexities of love.

6. Robert Jamison: A marriage built on mutual benefit, showcasing Evelyn’s ability to
navigate the intricacies of Hollywood.

7. Maximillian "Max": The final husband, representing acceptance and the culmination of
Evelyn's journey toward self-rediscovery.

Thematic Analysis

Fame and Identity

One of the central themes of The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo is the exploration of



fame and its impact on identity. Evelyn's rise to stardom comes at a cost, often leading to
the loss of her true self. The novel poses critical questions:

- How does fame shape personal identity?
- What sacrifices must individuals make to achieve success in a public sphere?

Evelyn’s story illustrates that while fame can bring power and influence, it often requires
a deep personal cost. Her struggle to maintain her authenticity amidst public scrutiny
resonates with modern audiences, reflecting the ongoing conversation about celebrity
culture.

Love and Relationships

The novel intricately examines the nature of love through Evelyn's relationships. Each
marriage serves as a reflection of her evolving understanding of love. Key points to
consider:

- Transactional Relationships: Many of Evelyn’s marriages are strategic, highlighting how
love can be intertwined with ambition and survival.

- True Connection: Evelyn’s relationship with Celia St. James stands out as a genuine
connection, challenging the notion of love defined by societal expectations. Their love
story is a poignant exploration of LGBTQ+ relationships in a time of societal repression.

This theme invites readers to reflect on their definitions of love and the complexities that
come with it.

Feminism and Empowerment

Evelyn Hugo’s character serves as a powerful feminist figure, navigating a male-
dominated industry with cunning and resilience. The novel addresses:

- Women'’s Agency: Evelyn’s choices, though often controversial, reflect her agency. She
defies societal norms, using her marriages and career to reclaim her narrative.

- Intersectionality: The novel also highlights the intersection of race, gender, and
sexuality. Evelyn’s Cuban heritage and her love for Celia challenge the traditional
narratives of Hollywood and societal expectations.

Through Evelyn, the novel advocates for women’s empowerment and self-determination,
encouraging readers to challenge societal constraints.

Societal Context

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo is steeped in the societal context of the mid-20th
century, a time marked by significant cultural shifts. Key considerations include:



- Hollywood’s Golden Age: The novel captures the glamour and grit of Hollywood,
exposing the often unspoken realities of fame, including exploitation and objectification.
- Cultural Norms: The story is set against a backdrop of rigid gender roles and societal
expectations regarding marriage and love. Evelyn’s defiance of these norms speaks to a
broader movement for women'’s rights and self-identity.

Understanding the societal context enriches the reader's appreciation of Evelyn’s choices
and the implications of her life story.

Conclusion

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo is more than just a story of love and loss; it is a
profound exploration of identity, ambition, and the complexities of human relationships.
Through the lens of Evelyn Hugo's life, Taylor Jenkins Reid masterfully weaves together
themes of fame, love, and empowerment, creating a narrative that resonates deeply with
contemporary readers. Evelyn's journey challenges societal norms, encouraging a
reflection on the sacrifices made for success and the importance of authenticity. This
novel not only entertains but also provokes thought about the enduring struggles women
face in pursuit of their dreams and identities. As we navigate our own lives, Evelyn's story
serves as a powerful reminder of the complexities of love and the relentless pursuit of self-
discovery.

Frequently Asked Questions

What themes are explored in 'The Seven Husbands of
Evelyn Hugo'?

The novel explores themes of love, identity, fame, and the complexities of female
relationships, particularly focusing on how societal expectations shape personal choices.

How does Evelyn Hugo's perspective on love evolve
throughout the novel?

Evelyn's perspective on love shifts from viewing it as a means to an end to recognizing its
deeper, more complex nature, culminating in her understanding of self-love and
acceptance.

What role does the concept of sacrifice play in Evelyn's
relationships with her husbands?

Sacrifice is a recurring motif, as Evelyn often compromises her own desires and happiness
for the sake of her husbands' careers or social standings, highlighting the costs of
ambition and love.



How does the narrative structure impact the reader's
understanding of Evelyn's character?

The dual timeline structure allows readers to see Evelyn's past choices juxtaposed with
her present, creating a deeper understanding of her motivations and the consequences of
her actions.

In what ways does 'The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo'
challenge traditional notions of marriage?

The novel challenges traditional notions of marriage by depicting it as a strategic
partnership rather than purely a romantic union, emphasizing the practical aspects of
relationships in the entertainment industry.

What is the significance of the title, 'The Seven
Husbands of Evelyn Hugo'?

The title signifies not just the number of husbands but also represents the various facets of
Evelyn’s identity and the different roles she plays throughout her life, each husband
symbolizing a chapter in her journey.

How does the author, Taylor Jenkins Reid, portray the
concept of female empowerment in the book?

Reid portrays female empowerment through Evelyn's unapologetic pursuit of her
ambitions, her refusal to be defined by others, and her candidness about her experiences,
asserting control over her narrative.

What does Evelyn's relationship with Monique reveal
about the nature of storytelling?

Evelyn's relationship with Monique underscores the importance of storytelling as a means
of connection and healing, illustrating how sharing one's truth can empower both the
storyteller and the listener.
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