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The problem of Susan Neil Gaiman is a topic that has sparked considerable debate among fans of
literature, particularly those who appreciate the works of Neil Gaiman. This conversation centers
around the character of Susan Sto Helit from Gaiman's critically acclaimed novel "The Graveyard
Book," as well as her portrayal in the "Discworld" series by Terry Pratchett. In this article, we will
explore the complexities of Susan's character, the implications of her narrative arc, and how these
elements reflect broader themes in Gaiman's storytelling.



The Character of Susan Sto Helit

Susan Sto Helit is a character that emerges prominently in Neil Gaiman's works, particularly in "The
Graveyard Book." As the granddaughter of Death, she is a unique figure who straddles the line
between the living and the dead. Her character raises various questions about identity, mortality,
and the human condition.

Background and Traits

Susan is introduced as a strong-willed young woman who is deeply aware of the responsibilities that
come with her lineage. Some of her defining traits include:

¢ Intelligence: Susan is portrayed as highly intelligent, often outsmarting those around her.

e Independence: She is fiercely independent and often challenges societal norms.

e Compassion: Despite her tough exterior, Susan possesses a deep sense of empathy,
particularly for those who are marginalized or misunderstood.

Thematic Significance

Susan's character serves to illuminate several key themes in Neil Gaiman's work:
e Mortality: As the granddaughter of Death, Susan's existence invites readers to reflect on the
nature of life and death.

e Identity: Susan's journey is an exploration of self-discovery and the search for one's place in
the world.

e Family: The dynamics of Susan's relationships with her family members shed light on the
complexities of familial bonds.

The Problem of Susan

Despite her compelling attributes, the "problem of Susan" arises from the way her character is
developed and ultimately resolved. Many fans and critics argue that Susan's narrative arc is
unsatisfactory, leaving her in a state of unresolved conflict.



Criticism of Susan's Character Arc

Some of the criticisms surrounding Susan's character arc include:
1. Underutilization: Critics argue that Susan is not fully utilized within the narrative, leading to
a sense of wasted potential.
2. Gender Representation: Some readers believe that Susan's character falls into traditional
gender stereotypes, depicting her as a strong female character who ultimately conforms to

societal expectations.

3. Ambiguity of Resolution: Susan's ending raises questions about her future and whether she
truly finds peace with her identity.

Comparative Analysis with Other Characters

To better understand the problem of Susan, it's helpful to compare her with other characters in
Gaiman's universe.

e Shadow Moon from "American Gods": Shadow undergoes a significant transformation
throughout the novel, ultimately finding his purpose and place in the world.

e Coraline from "Coraline": Like Susan, Coraline faces a world of challenges, but her journey
is marked by clear growth and resolution.

¢ Wednesday from "American Gods": Wednesday's character arc is rich and multifaceted,
offering readers a sense of closure and understanding by the story's end.

Implications for Gaiman's Narrative Style

The problem of Susan raises broader questions about Neil Gaiman's narrative style and his approach
to character development.

Complexity and Ambiguity

Gaiman is known for creating complex characters whose journeys are often filled with ambiguity.
This complexity can be a double-edged sword:



 Engagement: Readers are drawn into the intricacies of the characters, prompting deeper
engagement with the text.

e Frustration: However, some readers may feel frustrated by unresolved arcs or ambiguous
endings, as is the case with Susan.

Character-Driven Storytelling

Gaiman's focus on character-driven storytelling is evident in Susan's arc. He prioritizes character
development over conventional plot structures. This approach can lead to enriching narratives, but it
can also result in characters like Susan feeling incomplete.

Conclusion

In summary, the problem of Susan Neil Gaiman is a nuanced topic that invites readers to reflect on
the complexities of character development and narrative structure. While Susan Sto Helit is a
compelling character with a rich thematic significance, her arc raises questions about gender
representation, character utilization, and the nature of resolution in storytelling.

As fans continue to engage with Gaiman's works, the discourse surrounding Susan may evolve,
prompting a reevaluation of her character and the themes she represents. Ultimately, the problem of
Susan serves as a microcosm of the broader challenges and triumphs of character-driven narratives,
highlighting the importance of fully realized characters in literature. Whether one sees Susan as a
victim of narrative oversight or as a testament to Gaiman's complex storytelling, her character will
undoubtedly remain a point of contention and discussion among readers for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Problem of Susan' by Neil
Gaiman?

The central theme of 'The Problem of Susan' revolves around the complexities of growing up and the
loss of childhood innocence, particularly focusing on the character Susan Pevensie from '"The
Chronicles of Narnia' and her exclusion from the narrative.

How does Neil Gaiman reinterpret Susan Pevensie's character
in his story?

Gaiman reinterprets Susan as a symbol of the adult world that often dismisses or marginalizes the
experiences of women, highlighting her struggle with her identity and the consequences of her
choices after leaving Narnia.



What literary techniques does Gaiman use in 'The Problem of
Susan'?

Gaiman employs a mix of poignant prose, metafiction, and narrative framing to explore themes of
memory, identity, and the nature of stories, effectively weaving Susan's experiences with broader
commentary on gender and nostalgia.

Why has 'The Problem of Susan' sparked discussions about
gender in literature?

The story has sparked discussions due to its critical examination of how female characters,
particularly those who grow up and abandon fantastical worlds, are portrayed and often
marginalized in the canon of literature.

What is the significance of Susan's character arc in relation to
the other Pevensie siblings?

Susan's character arc is significant because it contrasts with her siblings who embrace the
fantastical elements of their childhood, while she becomes a figure of loss and disconnection, raising
questions about societal expectations of women.

How does 'The Problem of Susan' reflect Gaiman's views on
nostalgia?

Gaiman reflects a nuanced view of nostalgia, suggesting that while it can be comforting, it also risks
idealizing the past and ignoring the complexities of adult realities, especially for women like Susan.

What impact has 'The Problem of Susan' had on discussions
surrounding children's literature?

The story has influenced discussions by challenging traditional narratives in children's literature,
advocating for more inclusive and empowering representations of female characters and their
journeys.

In what ways does 'The Problem of Susan' connect to the
broader themes in Neil Gaiman's work?

The story connects to broader themes in Gaiman's work, such as the interplay between reality and
fantasy, the challenges of identity, and the often overlooked voices of women in storytelling.
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