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The meaning of the atonement Skousen is a concept deeply rooted in the theological discussions
surrounding the Atonement of Jesus Christ, particularly as interpreted by various religious scholars,
including the notable Latter-day Saint scholar W. Cleon Skousen. His insights into the Atonement
provide a framework for understanding its significance in the context of redemption, grace, and the
divine plan of salvation.

Understanding Atonement in a Theological Context

The Atonement refers to the reconciliation between God and humanity through the sacrificial death of
Jesus Christ. In Christian theology, it is considered the central act of salvation, where Jesus took upon
Himself the sins of the world, allowing for the possibility of redemption for all who believe in Him. The
Atonement is not only about forgiveness but also about healing, restoration, and the fulfillment of
divine justice.

The Atonement According to Skousen

W. Cleon Skousen, a prominent figure in Latter-day Saint theology, offered unique insights into the
Atonement, emphasizing its multifaceted nature. His teachings often highlight several key aspects:

1. Substitutionary Atonement: Skousen emphasizes that Jesus Christ acted as a substitute for
humanity. He took upon Himself not only the sins but also the pains and sorrows of the world. This act
of substitution ensures that individuals can be forgiven and cleansed from sin.

2. Universal Atonement: According to Skousen, the Atonement is universal in scope, meaning that it is
available to all people, regardless of their circumstances. This aspect emphasizes the love and mercy

of God, who desires that all should come unto Him.

3. Individual Responsibility: While the Atonement is universal, Skousen underscores the importance of



individual agency and responsibility. Each person must choose to accept the Atonement through faith,
repentance, and obedience to God's commandments.

4. The Role of Grace: Skousen discusses how the Atonement is foundational to the concept of grace. It
is through grace that individuals can overcome sin and receive eternal life. However, grace is not
seen as a license to sin; rather, it is a divine help that empowers individuals to follow Christ.

The Importance of the Atonement in Personal Salvation

The Atonement is pivotal for personal salvation in Christian belief. It provides a pathway for
individuals to reconcile with God and achieve eternal life. The significance of this doctrine can be
further explored through the following points:

1. Forgiveness of Sins

The Atonement facilitates the forgiveness of sins, which is essential for any individual seeking a
relationship with God. According to Latter-day Saint beliefs, every person is imperfect and falls short
of the glory of God. The Atonement offers a solution:

- Repentance: The process of turning away from sin and seeking forgiveness through Christ.
- Confession: Acknowledging one’s sins and shortcomings before God.
- Faith: Believing in Jesus Christ as the Savior who can cleanse and redeem.

2. Overcoming Guilt and Shame

Many individuals struggle with feelings of guilt and shame due to their past actions. The Atonement
provides a way to overcome these burdens:

- Healing: Spiritual healing is made possible through the grace of Christ.
- Transformation: Individuals can be transformed and become new creations, shedding their past
identities.

3. Eternal Life and Exaltation

The ultimate goal of the Atonement is not just forgiveness but also the promise of eternal life:

- Celestial Kingdom: In Latter-day Saint belief, those who accept the Atonement and strive to live
according to God’s commandments can attain the highest degree of glory in the afterlife.

- Family Relationships: The Atonement also extends to the concept of eternal families, emphasizing
that relationships can continue beyond this life.



Skousen’s Insights on the Atonement in Contemporary
Society

In today’s world, Skousen’s teachings on the Atonement remain relevant, particularly as they address
contemporary issues such as moral relativism, despair, and the search for meaning.

1. Moral Clarity

Skousen’s perspective offers moral clarity in a world often clouded by confusion regarding right and
wrong. The Atonement provides a framework for understanding moral absolutes and the importance
of repentance.

- Objective Truth: Recognizing that there are eternal truths that govern human behavior.
- Accountability: Emphasizing that individuals are accountable for their choices.

2. Hope and Redemption

In an age where many experience feelings of hopelessness, Skousen’s insights provide a message of
hope:

- Possibility of Change: The Atonement assures individuals that change is possible, no matter how far
they feel from God.

- Restoration: The promise of restoration, both spiritually and emotionally, can be a powerful
motivator for those struggling with addiction, depression, or other challenges.

3. Community and Support

Skousen also highlights the role of community in the application of the Atonement. The church and its
members can support one another in their journeys of repentance and growth.

- Fellowship: Engaging in community can provide the necessary support for individuals striving to live
according to the principles of the Atonement.

- Service: Serving others is a reflection of the Atonement's principles and can foster a sense of
belonging and purpose.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the
Atonement
The meaning of the Atonement as articulated by Skousen encompasses a rich tapestry of theological

understanding that remains vital for believers today. It emphasizes the love, mercy, and justice of
God, offering a path to forgiveness, healing, and eternal life.



As individuals grapple with the complexities of modern life, the principles found in the Atonement
provide timeless truths that can guide them toward a more fulfilling and purposeful existence.
Whether it is through personal repentance, seeking forgiveness, or extending grace to others, the
Atonement stands as a testament to the hope and redemption available to all humanity.

In embracing the Atonement, individuals can not only find peace in their personal lives but also
contribute positively to their communities, reflecting the love of Christ in action. Ultimately, Skousen’s
insights remind us that the Atonement is not just a theological concept but a transformative power
that can change lives and hearts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Atonement according to Skousen's interpretation?

Skousen interprets the Atonement as a fundamental aspect of Christ's mission, emphasizing its role in
reconciling humanity with God through sacrifice and redemption.

How does Skousen differentiate between Atonement and
Expiation?

Skousen distinguishes Atonement as the broader concept of reconciliation with God, while Expiation
refers specifically to the removal of sin, highlighting their interconnectedness.

What scriptural references does Skousen use to support his
views on Atonement?

Skousen often references passages from the Book of Mormon, the Bible, and modern revelations to
illustrate the theological principles of Atonement.

How does Skousen's view of Atonement relate to modern
Christian theology?

Skousen's perspective aligns with many modern Christian teachings but emphasizes unique aspects
of the Atonement as articulated in Latter-day Saint theology.

What role does personal agency play in Skousen's
understanding of the Atonement?

Skousen argues that personal agency is crucial, as individuals must choose to accept Christ's
Atonement to fully benefit from its redemptive power.

In Skousen's view, what is the ultimate purpose of the
Atonement?

The ultimate purpose of the Atonement, according to Skousen, is to enable all people to achieve
salvation and eternal life through faith, repentance, and obedience.



How does Skousen address the concept of suffering in
relation to the Atonement?

Skousen suggests that suffering is an integral part of the Atonement process, as it allows individuals
to grow spiritually and understand the gravity of sin.

What implications does Skousen's interpretation of
Atonement have for followers?

Skousen's interpretation encourages followers to deepen their understanding of Christ's sacrifice and
its application in their daily lives, fostering a sense of responsibility and commitment.

How does Skousen reconcile the Atonement with the concept
of justice?

Skousen reconciles Atonement with justice by arguing that Christ's sacrifice satisfies divine justice
while offering mercy to repentant sinners, establishing a balance between the two.
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