The Massacre Of William Henry

The Massacre of William Henry refers to a tragic and pivotal event during the French
and Indian War, occurring in March 1757. This incident, which took place at Fort William
Henry in present-day New York, involved a brutal siege and massacre of British troops and
their allies by French forces and their Native American allies. The event highlights the
intense conflicts of the colonial period in North America, characterized by brutal warfare,
shifting alliances, and the devastating impact on both military and civilian populations.

Historical Context

The French and Indian War (1754-1763), part of the larger Seven Years' War, was fought
between the British and French empires, along with their respective Native American
allies. The struggle for control over North America intensified as both powers sought to
expand their territories and influence.

The Strategic Importance of Fort William Henry

Fort William Henry was built by the British in 1755, strategically located at the southern
end of Lake George. It served as a critical point for controlling access to the region and
protecting British and colonial interests. The fort was named in honor of Prince William,
Duke of Cumberland, and was instrumental in the British campaign against the French in
North America.

The fort's location made it a target for French forces, who aimed to disrupt British supply
lines and assert dominance in the region. By early 1757, tensions were high, and both
sides were preparing for a significant military confrontation.



The Siege of Fort William Henry

In the summer of 1757, French General Louis-Joseph de Montcalm led a large force to
besiege Fort William Henry. His troops, numbering approximately 8,000, included French
regulars and numerous Native American allies, including the Mohawk and Huron tribes. In
contrast, the British garrison, commanded by Colonel George Monro, consisted of around
2,000 soldiers, many of whom were ill-equipped and suffering from inadequate supplies.

The Beginning of the Siege

On the 4th of August, Montcalm's forces surrounded Fort William Henry, cutting off
supplies and reinforcements. The British defenders were soon faced with a dire situation:

- Limited Supplies: Food, ammunition, and medical supplies dwindled rapidly, making it
difficult for the troops to hold out.

- Morale: The soldiers' spirits began to falter as the siege continued, with many fearing the
worst if they could not break free from the encirclement.

As days turned into weeks, Colonel Monro recognized the futility of resistance and sought
terms for surrender.

Terms of Surrender

On August 9, 1757, after a prolonged siege, Monro capitulated to Montcalm. The terms of
surrender included:

1. Safe Passage: The British garrison would be allowed to leave the fort and march to Fort
Edward without being attacked.

2. Preservation of Property: The soldiers were promised that their personal belongings
would be respected.

3. No Hostility: The French would not pursue the British as they retreated.

Despite these assurances, the reality of the situation would soon turn grim.

The Massacre Following the Surrender

Following the surrender, as the British troops began their march toward Fort Edward, the
situation took a horrific turn. The Native American allies of the French, feeling
emboldened by the victory and seeking retribution for past grievances, attacked the
British column, leading to a brutal massacre.



The Events Unfold



