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The monkeys paw worksheet is a valuable educational tool for teachers and students
alike, designed to enhance the understanding of W.W. Jacobs' classic short story "The
Monkey's Paw." By incorporating a worksheet into lesson plans, educators can facilitate
critical thinking, discussion, and analysis of the text's themes, characters, and moral
lessons. This article will explore the significance of a worksheet for "The Monkey's Paw,"
the essential components to include in such a worksheet, and tips for effective classroom
use.

Understanding "The Monkey's Paw"

Before diving into the specifics of the worksheet, it is crucial to understand the story itself.
First published in 1902, "The Monkey's Paw" is a supernatural tale that follows the White



family, who come into possession of a mystical monkey's paw that grants three wishes.
However, the wishes come with dire consequences, leading to a chilling exploration of
fate, consequence, and the dangers of tampering with the unknown.

Thematic Elements

The story is rich in themes, including:
e Fate and Free Will: The central conflict revolves around whether the characters are
in control of their destinies or if fate is predetermined.

¢ Greed and Consequence: The consequences of wishing for wealth and power are
profoundly illustrated through the White family's experiences.

e The Supernatural: The monkey's paw serves as a catalyst for exploring
supernatural elements and their impact on ordinary lives.

e Family and Loss: The story examines how choices affect family dynamics and
relationships.

Components of a "The Monkey's Paw" Worksheet

A comprehensive worksheet for "The Monkey's Paw" should include various sections that
promote engagement and critical thinking. Here are essential components to consider:

1. Vocabulary Section

Introduce key vocabulary words from the story to enhance understanding and retention.
Words may include:

e Talismans
* Fate
e [.egacy

e Consequences

Include definitions, synonyms, and space for students to use the words in sentences.



2. Summary Questions

Provide questions that require students to summarize sections of the story, focusing on
comprehension and key plot points. Examples include:

1. What is the significance of the monkey's paw in the story?
2. How do the characters' desires influence their decisions?

3. Describe the consequences of each wish made by the White family.

3. Character Analysis

Encourage students to analyze the main characters and their motivations. Include prompts
such as:

e Describe Mr. White's character and his attitude toward the paw.
e How does Mrs. White react to the consequences of the wishes?

e What role does Herbert White play in the story, and how does his fate affect his
parents?

Students can fill out character charts that include traits, motivations, and relationships.

4. Thematic Exploration

Create a section where students can explore the themes of the story in-depth. Prompts
might include:

1. What message do you think W.W. Jacobs is trying to convey about the nature of
wishes?

2. How does the story depict the idea of consequences in relation to human desires?

3. In what ways does the story serve as a cautionary tale?

Students can write short essays or paragraphs in response to these prompts.



Using the Worksheet in the Classroom

Implementing the "The Monkey's Paw" worksheet in the classroom can be done in various
ways to cater to different learning styles and objectives.

1. Group Discussions

Organize students into small groups to discuss their answers to the summary questions
and thematic exploration prompts. This encourages collaborative learning and helps
students articulate their thoughts and insights.

2. Individual Reflection

After completing the worksheet, allow time for individual reflection. Students can write a
short essay or journal entry about how the themes of the story relate to their own lives or
current events.

3. Creative Assignments

Encourage creativity by asking students to create an alternative ending to the story or to
write a letter from one of the characters to another. This not only reinforces
comprehension but also allows students to engage with the material in a personal way.

Assessment and Feedback

To ensure that students understand the material, provide a rubric for assessing their
worksheets. Criteria could include:

Comprehension of the story

Depth of analysis in thematic exploration

Creativity in assignments

Clarity and coherence in writing

After grading, offer constructive feedback to help students improve their analytical and
critical thinking skills.



Conclusion

In summary, a well-structured "The Monkey's Paw" worksheet serves as an essential
resource in teaching W.W. Jacobs' thought-provoking story. By focusing on vocabulary,
comprehension, character analysis, and thematic exploration, educators can enhance
students' understanding of the text and its underlying messages. Through collaborative
discussions, individual reflections, and creative assignments, students will not only grasp
the story's content but also appreciate its relevance to broader human experiences. The
monkey's paw worksheet ultimately becomes a gateway to deeper literary analysis and
moral contemplation, making it a valuable addition to any literature curriculum.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Monkey's Paw'?

The main theme of 'The Monkey's Paw' is the idea that interfering with fate can lead to
dire consequences, emphasizing the dangers of greed and the unpredictability of wishes.

How does the monkey's paw work?

The monkey's paw grants three wishes to its owner, but each wish comes with unintended
and often tragic consequences, highlighting the moral that one should be careful what
they wish for.

Who are the main characters in 'The Monkey's Paw'?

The main characters are Mr. White, Mrs. White, and their son Herbert White, who become
central to the story's exploration of desire and consequence.

What is the significance of the number three in the
story?

The number three is significant as it represents the three wishes granted by the monkey's
paw, symbolizing the idea of choice and the weight of one's decisions.

What does the monkey's paw symbolize?

The monkey's paw symbolizes the consequences of greed and the idea that one should
respect the natural order of life, as well as the unpredictability of human desires.

What is the first wish made by the White family?

The first wish made by the White family is for two hundred pounds, which they believe will
improve their financial situation.



What are the consequences of the first wish?

The consequence of the first wish is that Herbert dies in an accident at work, and the
family receives compensation of two hundred pounds, illustrating the tragic irony of their
desire.

How does the story end?

The story ends with Mrs. White frantically wishing for her son Herbert to return, leading
to a terrifying climax where something unnatural is knocking at the door, and Mr. White
makes a final wish to undo it.

What literary devices are used in 'The Monkey's Paw'?

The story employs literary devices such as foreshadowing, irony, and symbolism to
enhance its themes and convey the moral lesson about the dangers of tampering with fate.

Why is 'The Monkey's Paw' considered a classic?

‘The Monkey's Paw' is considered a classic due to its timeless themes, moral lessons, and
its ability to provoke thought about human desires and the consequences that follow,
making it relevant across generations.
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