The Law Came By Moses

THELAW WAS GIVEN T0 HOSES
BUT GRAGE & TRUTH

The law came by Moses is a phrase that encapsulates a crucial aspect of
biblical theology, specifically regarding the role of Moses in delivering
God's laws to the Israelites. This concept is deeply rooted in the traditions
of Judaism and Christianity, representing the transition from a state of
lawlessness to one governed by divine commandments. In examining this pivotal
moment in biblical history, we will explore the context, significance, and
implications of the law given to Moses, as well as its lasting impact on
religious thought and practice.

Historical Context

To understand the gravity of the statement that the law came by Moses, it is
essential to delve into the historical and cultural context of the Israelites
during the time of Moses.

The Egyptian Bondage

The Israelites were enslaved in Egypt for several centuries, which deeply
affected their identity and social structure. The period of oppression led
to:

1. Loss of Sovereignty: The Israelites had no political power or autonomy.

2. Cultural Assimilation: Many began to adopt Egyptian customs and practices,
which diluted their distinct identity.

3. Spiritual Crisis: The prolonged suffering led to confusion regarding their
faith and relationship with God.

Moses emerged as a leader during this tumultuous time, chosen by God to guide
the Israelites out of Egypt and into the Promised Land.



The Exodus

The Exodus was a defining moment for the Israelites, marking their liberation
from slavery and establishing a new covenant with God. This journey is
chronicled in the Book of Exodus, which details:

— The Plagues: God sent ten plagues upon Egypt to persuade Pharaoh to release
the Israelites.

— The Passover: The final plague led to the institution of Passover, where
the Israelites marked their doors with lamb's blood so that the angel of
death would "pass over" them.

— The Crossing of the Red Sea: This miraculous event signified God's power
and protection.

Following their escape, the Israelites wandered in the desert, preparing for
the next significant phase of their journey: receiving the law.

The Giving of the Law

The law given to Moses at Mount Sinai is central to understanding the
covenant relationship between God and the Israelites. This event is recorded
in Exodus 19-20, highlighting several key components.

The Ten Commandments

At the heart of the law are the Ten Commandments, which serve as ethical
guidelines and social principles. These commandments can be categorized into
two sections:

1. Duties to God:

— No other gods (Exodus 20:3)

— No idols (Exodus 20:4)

— Do not misuse the name of the Lord (Exodus 20:7)
— Keep the Sabbath holy (Exodus 20:8)

2. Duties to Others:

— Honor your parents (Exodus 20:12)

- Do not murder (Exodus 20:13)

— Do not commit adultery (Exodus 20:14)

— Do not steal (Exodus 20:15)

— Do not bear false witness (Exodus 20:16)
- Do not covet (Exodus 20:17)

These commandments form the bedrock of moral and ethical behavior in Judeo-
Christian thought.

Additional Laws and Regulations

Beyond the Ten Commandments, Moses received numerous laws and regulations
that governed various aspects of 1life, including:

— Ceremonial Laws: Regulations regarding worship, sacrifices, and rituals



(e.g., Leviticus).

- Civil Laws: Guidelines for social justice, property rights, and community
relationships (e.g., Deuteronomy 19-21).

— Moral Laws: Principles that guided personal behavior and societal norms
(e.g., Leviticus 19).

These laws collectively formed the Torah, which is foundational to Jewish
identity and practice.

The Significance of the Law

The law given by Moses holds profound significance in both religious and
social contexts.

Religious Significance

1. Covenant Relationship: The law established a covenant between God and the
Israelites, signifying mutual obligations.

2. Divine Revelation: It represented God's will and character, providing
insight into His holiness and justice.

3. Spiritual Guidance: The law served as a moral compass, guiding the
Israelites in their relationship with God and each other.

Social Significance

1. Community Identity: The laws helped forge a distinct identity for the
Israelites, setting them apart from surrounding nations.

2. Justice and Order: The legal framework promoted social order and justice,
addressing issues of inequality and moral decay.

3. Cultural Continuity: The laws ensured the transmission of cultural values
and religious practices across generations.

The Law in the New Testament

In Christian theology, the law given to Moses is often viewed through the
lens of Jesus Christ's teachings and the New Covenant.

Fulfillment of the Law

Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, affirmed the importance of the law while
also expounding on its deeper meanings. Notable points include:

— Internalization of the Law: Jesus emphasized that moral behavior stems from
the heart, not merely external compliance (Matthew 5:21-30).

— Love as Fulfillment: He summarized the law and the prophets with the
command to love God and love one’s neighbor (Matthew 22:37-40).



The Role of Grace

The New Testament introduces the concept of grace, suggesting that while the
law is holy, it cannot save humanity from sin. Key points include:

1. Redemption Through Christ: Jesus' sacrifice on the cross offers salvation
that the law alone cannot provide (Romans 3:20-22).

2. Transformation of the Heart: Believers are called to live by the Spirit,
which leads to a new way of life that fulfills the law (Galatians 5:22-23).

Conclusion

The law came by Moses serves as a pivotal statement that bridges the 0ld and
New Testaments, encapsulating the essence of God's covenant with His people.
The laws given to Moses were not merely a set of rules but a foundational
element that shaped the identity, ethics, and spirituality of the Israelites.
As we reflect on this profound legacy, we recognize its enduring influence on
contemporary religious thought and practice, challenging us to consider how
we live out the principles of justice, love, and grace in our own lives. The
journey from law to grace exemplifies a transformative relationship with God,
inviting us into a deeper understanding of His will for humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'the law came by Moses' refer to in a
biblical context?

It refers to the giving of the Mosaic Law, which includes the Ten
Commandments and other regulations, to the Israelites through Moses as
described in the books of Exodus and Leviticus.

How does the concept of law in Moses' time compare to
modern legal systems?

The law given by Moses was primarily religious and moral in nature, focusing
on covenantal obligations and ethical living, whereas modern legal systems
are often secular and based on civil rights and regulations.

What is the significance of the Mosaic Law in
Christianity?

In Christianity, the Mosaic Law is seen as a precursor to the teachings of
Jesus, who fulfilled the law and emphasized love and grace over strict
legalism.

Are the laws given to Moses still applicable today?

Views vary; some believe certain moral principles of the Mosaic Law are
timeless, while others argue that they were specific to the ancient Israelite
context and are not binding on Christians today.



What are some key components of the law given to
Moses?

Key components include the Ten Commandments, dietary laws, civil laws, and
regulations concerning worship and sacrifice.

How do Jewish interpretations of the Mosaic Law
differ from Christian interpretations?

Judaism views the Mosaic Law as a living covenant that governs daily life and
religious practice, while Christianity often sees it as fulfilled in Christ,
focusing more on faith and grace.

What role does the law play in the New Testament?

The New Testament discusses the law in relation to grace, emphasizing that
while the law reveals sin, salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ, not
adherence to the law.

How did the law influence societal norms and ethics
in ancient Israel?

The law provided a framework for justice, social welfare, and ethical
behavior, shaping the identity and moral standards of the Israelite
community.

What are some common misconceptions about 'the law
came by Moses'?

A common misconception is that the law is solely about rules and punishment,
while it also encompasses principles of justice, mercy, and community
responsibility.
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