
The Making Of The Wizard Of Oz

The making of The Wizard of Oz is a fascinating journey into the world of cinema that has captivated

audiences since its release in 1939. Based on L. Frank Baum's beloved children's book, the film has

become a cultural touchstone, known for its memorable characters, iconic music, and groundbreaking

special effects. The production was marked by a series of challenges, creative decisions, and

innovations that have shaped its legacy in the film industry.

Background and Development

The Wizard of Oz was not an immediate success; its road to the big screen was paved with multiple



adaptations and numerous creative iterations. The story of Dorothy Gale, a young girl from Kansas

who is swept away to the magical land of Oz, was first published in 1900. The book's popularity led to

various stage adaptations and a silent film version in 1925. However, it wasn't until MGM acquired the

rights in the late 1930s that the project began to take shape.

Initial Concept and Script Development

The first task for the MGM production team was to develop a script that could capture the essence of

Baum's story while appealing to the contemporary audience. A team of screenwriters, including Noel

Langley, Florence Ryerson, and Edgar Allan Woolf, worked on the screenplay, blending fantasy with a

moral lesson about courage, friendship, and the importance of home.

Several changes were made during the scriptwriting process:

1. Character Development: The characters were fleshed out to make them more relatable. Each

character in Dorothy's journey symbolizes a different aspect of human experience.

2. Musical Elements: The inclusion of songs was crucial. Harold Arlen (music) and E.Y. Harburg

(lyrics) crafted the film's unforgettable score, including the iconic "Over the Rainbow."

3. Tone Adjustment: The tone shifted from a straightforward children’s tale to a more nuanced

narrative that appealed to both children and adults.

Casting the Film

Casting decisions had a profound impact on the film. The role of Dorothy was pivotal, and MGM

sought to find the perfect actress to embody the character. After an extensive audition process, Judy

Garland, then 16 years old, was cast in the lead role. Garland's performance and her rendition of

"Over the Rainbow" would become defining moments of her career.



Supporting Cast

The supporting cast was equally crucial to the film's success. Key roles were filled by:

- Ray Bolger as the Scarecrow

- Jack Haley as the Tin Man

- Bert Lahr as the Cowardly Lion

- Frank Morgan as the Wizard of Oz

- Margaret Hamilton as the Wicked Witch of the West

Each actor brought their unique talents to their roles, contributing to the film’s charm and appeal.

Production Challenges

The making of The Wizard of Oz was fraught with challenges that tested the resilience of the cast and

crew.

Changing Directors

Initially, the film was helmed by Richard Thorpe, but after several weeks of filming, the production was

halted for a reevaluation. George Cukor briefly took over, followed by Victor Fleming, who eventually

became the primary director. This change allowed for a more cohesive vision but also resulted in

significant delays.

Technical Innovations

The film was groundbreaking in its use of special effects and color technology. It was one of the first



major films to use Technicolor, which added depth and vibrancy to the fantastical world of Oz. Notable

innovations included:

1. The Tornado Sequence: Created using a combination of miniatures and special effects, the tornado

was a technical marvel.

2. The Yellow Brick Road: Made from painted canvas, the road was designed to stand out against the

vibrant colors of Oz.

3. Munchkinland: The whimsical setting required careful planning, including casting thousands of little

people to portray the Munchkins.

Filming and Musical Elements

Filming took place at MGM Studios in Culver City, California, and the production spanned over six

months. The film's elaborate sets and costumes were designed to transport audiences to the magical

land of Oz.

Music and Songs

The musical score played a crucial role in the film's storytelling. The songs not only provided

entertainment but also advanced the narrative. Some notable songs include:

- "Over the Rainbow": A poignant ballad that captures Dorothy's longing for a better place.

- "We're Off to See the Wizard": A lively number that introduces the journey to the Emerald City.

- "If I Only Had a Brain": A whimsical song that highlights the Scarecrow's desire for intelligence.

These songs have become classics, contributing significantly to the film's enduring popularity.



Release and Reception

The Wizard of Oz premiered on August 15, 1939, and had its general release in the United States on

September 3 of the same year. Initially, the film received a mixed response from critics, with some

praising its visuals and music, while others questioned its overall coherence.

Box Office and Awards

Despite the mixed reviews, the film eventually became a box office success, grossing over $3 million

during its initial release. It was nominated for six Academy Awards and won two: Best Original Song

for "Over the Rainbow" and Best Special Effects.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The Wizard of Oz has left an indelible mark on popular culture and has continued to be celebrated

through various media. Its themes of friendship, courage, and the quest for self-discovery resonate

across generations.

Influence on Future Productions

The film's innovative use of color, special effects, and music has influenced countless filmmakers. Its

legacy can be seen in:

- Broadway adaptations: Including the successful musical "Wicked," which reimagines the story from

the perspective of the Wicked Witch of the West.

- Film and Television: The story has been revisited in various adaptations, parodies, and spin-offs.



Enduring Popularity

Today, The Wizard of Oz is considered one of the greatest films in cinema history. It continues to be

screened on television, studied in film courses, and celebrated in various forms of media. The film's

timeless message and vibrant characters ensure that it remains a beloved classic for audiences of all

ages.

Conclusion

The making of The Wizard of Oz is a testament to the creativity, innovation, and determination of

everyone involved in its production. From its humble beginnings as a children's book to its

transformation into a cinematic masterpiece, the film captures the imagination and hearts of viewers

worldwide. Its legacy lives on, reminding us of the power of dreams, the importance of home, and the

enduring magic of storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What year was 'The Wizard of Oz' released?

The Wizard of Oz was released in 1939.

Who directed 'The Wizard of Oz'?

The film was directed by Victor Fleming.

What was the budget for the production of 'The Wizard of Oz'?

The production budget for 'The Wizard of Oz' was approximately $2.8 million.



Which actress played the role of Dorothy?

Judy Garland played the role of Dorothy Gale.

How did the film use Technicolor?

The Wizard of Oz is famous for its use of Technicolor, particularly in the scenes set in the Land of Oz,

which showcased vibrant colors to contrast with the sepia-toned Kansas.

What were some challenges faced during the filming of 'The Wizard of

Oz'?

Challenges included changing directors, the difficult costume and makeup processes, especially for the

Tin Man and the Cowardly Lion, and the weather conditions during filming.

How was the iconic song 'Over the Rainbow' created?

'Over the Rainbow' was written by Harold Arlen and E.Y. Harburg, and it was originally intended to be

cut from the film due to concerns it slowed the pace.

What impact did 'The Wizard of Oz' have on popular culture?

The Wizard of Oz has become a cultural icon, influencing countless adaptations, merchandise, and

references in various forms of media over the decades.

Did 'The Wizard of Oz' win any Academy Awards?

Yes, 'The Wizard of Oz' won two Academy Awards: Best Original Song for 'Over the Rainbow' and

Best Special Effects.

What was the original source material for 'The Wizard of Oz'?

The film is based on the 1900 children's novel 'The Wonderful Wizard of Oz' by L. Frank Baum.
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making是什么意思中文_百度知道
Jan 19, 2018 · making 英 ['meɪkɪŋ] 美 ['meɪkɪŋ] n. 制成；成功之道 ；动词make的 现在分词 形式. 词汇搭配 in the making 在制造中,
随时可以拿... cringeworthy 产生尴尬感觉的... epoch-making 划时代的 decision-making 决策 例句 用作名词 (n.) This model was
two years in the making. 这种型号是用两年时间制成的。 His failure has been the making of him ...

为什么要用making而不用to make，请详细解答两者的区别
May 18, 2017 · making是 动名词 作主语，往往表示普通的、一般的行为,不定式做主语常表示某次具体的行为 to make是 动词不定式，不定式和不定式短语作目的状
语,主要用来修饰动词,表示某一动作或状态的目的.为了使目的意义更加清楚或表示强调意义时 在这里不是指为了获得零用钱对别人有帮助，而是强调获得 ...

out of nothing at all. 这句话什么意思呢 全句是Making love out …
Mar 17, 2013 · 全句应该是Making love out of nothing at all。 不同的人、不同的心情，对此句有不同的理解。 纯粹按照英语字面的意思可以这么理解：
nothing at all - 什么都不是； out of nothing at all - 由于什么都不是，可引深为“一切为空”； Making love out of nothing at all -
让爱没有理由，可以引深的理解就很多了，比如：让爱 ...

make-made-made的区别 - 百度知道
make在被动用法中，动词前必须要加上to。 但是如果make是单纯“制造”的意思，to不能省略。 另外，在谤语里make的宾语后面的不定式的to也不可省略。 3、变形： 形
容词: makable 过去式: made 过去分词: made 现在分词: making 第三人称单数: makes 参考资料： 百度百科－make

making love out of nothing at all 的歌词翻译_百度知道
making love out of nothing at all 的歌词翻译Making Love Out Of Nothing At All 作词：Steinman, Jim / 作
曲：Steinman, JimI know just how to whisper 我知道如何对你轻声细语And I know just how to cry

make up什么意思 - 百度知道
make uP: 名词词性有： 弥补, 虚构, 缝制, 整理, 包装, 和解, 编辑, 化妆,补足,拼凑, 做, 制造,创造, 起草, 制定, 设置, 征收, 准备 例句与用法: 1. I tried to
make up for my loss. 我力图补偿我的损失。 2. No benefactions and research endowments can make up for the
change in character which the city has suffered. 任何捐款和研究基金也弥补 ...

Booty Music 歌词中英对照_百度知道
making love to booty music. 在战利品音乐中XX， Go Taurus its your birthday. 金牛座，是你的生日， Go Gemini its
your birthday, 双子座，是你的生日， Go Sag its your birthday, 射手座,是你的生日, making love to booty music. 在战利品音乐
中XX。 when the beat goin like that (boom boom) girl, i wanna put you ...

考研英语中的posing a contrast 和 making a comparison 怎么区分
making a comparision一般是指说话者自己提出比较的点，然后自己做一个比较。 3.posing a contrast意在显示其对比事物的差异性，相比较的事物往往存在
差别较大的不同点。 而making a comparison除了比较两者事物的差异，还要通过比较得出其共同点。

which made 与making的用法区别 - 百度知道
making 1、Ducks 'eggs are particularly prized for cake making. 鸭蛋在做糕饼时，格外重要。 2、Her drama teacher
is confident Julie is a star in the making. 朱莉 的戏剧老师相信她会成为一颗冉冉升起的明星。 3、This discovery may yet be
the making of him. 这次的发现也许会成为他成功的 …

The Beatles的《Hey Jude》 歌词_百度知道
By making his world a little colder. 却把自己的人生过得糟糕而讽刺， Hey Jude' don't let me down. 嘿 Jude 别让我失望啊，
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You have found her' now go and get her. 你既然已经找到了你的她 那就勇敢向前吧， Remember to let her into your
heart'， 记得让她进到你的心 …
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