
The Necklace And Other Short Stories

The Necklace and Other Short Stories have captivated readers for generations, showcasing the remarkable
talent of author Guy de Maupassant. Maupassant, a master of short fiction, skillfully illustrates the
complexities of human nature, societal norms, and the vicissitudes of fate. His works, particularly “The
Necklace,” delve into themes of wealth, identity, and despair, making them timeless pieces that resonate
with readers from various backgrounds. This article will explore “The Necklace,” its themes, characters,
and the broader context of Maupassant's other short stories.

Overview of "The Necklace"

Published in 1884, "The Necklace" (originally titled "La Parure") tells the poignant story of Mathilde Loisel,
a woman who dreams of a life filled with luxury and wealth. Despite being married to a humble clerk,
Mathilde yearns for a lifestyle she believes she deserves. The story unfolds as she borrows a stunning
diamond necklace to wear to a prestigious ball, only to lose it and consequently face dire consequences.

Plot Summary

The narrative follows Mathilde's life, which is marred by her constant dissatisfaction and longing for
material possessions. Here’s a brief summary of the plot:

1. Introduction of Mathilde Loisel: Mathilde is introduced as a beautiful woman born into a modest family,
feeling out of place in her middle-class existence.
2. The Invitation: Her husband, Monsieur Loisel, surprises her with an invitation to a glamorous ball, but



instead of excitement, Mathilde laments her lack of elegant attire and jewelry.
3. The Necklace: To appease her desires, Monsieur Loisel sacrifices his savings to buy Mathilde a beautiful
dress, and she borrows a luxurious necklace from her wealthy friend, Madame Forestier.
4. The Ball: Mathilde dazzles at the ball, feeling like a queen, but her joy turns to despair when she
discovers the necklace is missing after the event.
5. The Aftermath: The Loisels face years of hardship as they work to pay off the debt incurred to replace
the necklace, only to discover that the original piece was a mere imitation.

Thematic Exploration

"The Necklace" explores several profound themes:

- The Dangers of Materialism: Mathilde's obsession with wealth and status leads to her downfall, showcasing
the pitfalls of valuing appearances over reality.
- Fate and Irony: The story is steeped in irony; Mathilde’s desire for a glamorous life ultimately leads to her
ruin, emphasizing the unpredictability of life.
- Social Class and Identity: Maupassant critiques the rigid social structures of 19th-century France,
illustrating how one's social standing can dictate happiness and fulfillment.

Other Notable Short Stories by Maupassant

Maupassant's oeuvre is rich with various short stories that tackle diverse themes and character studies. Here
are some noteworthy selections:

"Boule de Suif"

This story is set during the Franco-Prussian War and follows a group of travelers, including a prostitute
nicknamed Boule de Suif. The tale examines hypocrisy, patriotism, and the moral dilemmas faced in dire
circumstances. The characters’ treatment of Boule de Suif reveals societal prejudices and the complex
nature of human relationships.

"The Horla"

In "The Horla," Maupassant delves into themes of madness and existential dread. The protagonist becomes
increasingly convinced of a supernatural presence haunting him, leading to a descent into insanity. This
story reflects on the fragility of the human mind and the fear of the unknown.



"The Necklace" and Gender Roles

Maupassant often critiques gender roles and societal expectations, and “The Necklace” serves as a prime
example. Mathilde's desire to fit into a world dominated by wealth and status reflects the limitations placed
on women in the 19th century. The story invites readers to consider how societal pressures can dictate
personal aspirations and choices.

The Impact of "The Necklace" on Literature

"The Necklace" has had a lasting influence on literature and storytelling. Its concise yet powerful narrative
structure has inspired countless writers to explore similar themes of irony and social commentary. The
story is often included in literary curricula worldwide, serving as an essential example of short fiction.

Lessons from the Story

Readers can extract valuable lessons from “The Necklace,” including:

- The Importance of Contentment: The story illustrates that true happiness does not stem from material
possessions but from appreciating what one already has.
- The Cost of Pretension: Mathilde's desire to appear wealthy leads to her downfall, reminding us of the
dangers of living beyond one’s means.
- The Value of Honesty: The narrative encourages honesty and transparency, as the tragic outcome could
have been avoided through open communication.

Conclusion

The Necklace and Other Short Stories by Guy de Maupassant stand as a testament to the author’s keen
insight into human behavior and societal norms. Through rich narratives and complex characters,
Maupassant not only entertains but also provokes thought about the values and priorities that define our
lives. The timeless nature of his stories ensures that they will continue to resonate with readers for
generations to come. Whether grappling with the themes of aspiration, identity, or the consequences of our
choices, Maupassant’s works remain relevant and impactful, inviting readers to reflect on their own lives
and the world around them.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Necklace' by Guy de
Maupassant?
The main themes in 'The Necklace' include the dangers of vanity and pride, the disparity between
appearance and reality, and the consequences of one's choices. The story highlights how materialism can
lead to ruin and the importance of honesty and humility.

How does 'The Necklace' illustrate the concept of irony?
'The Necklace' is a prime example of situational irony, where the protagonist, Madame Loisel, believes that
wealth and luxury will bring her happiness. However, her desire for a glamorous life leads to her
downfall, as she loses a borrowed necklace and spends years in poverty to replace it, only to discover that
the necklace was a fake.

What is the significance of the ending in 'The Necklace'?
The ending of 'The Necklace' is significant because it delivers a powerful twist that emphasizes the story's
themes. After years of hardship, Madame Loisel learns that the necklace she borrowed was not worth the
fortune she spent to replace it, which underscores the futility of her sacrifices and the harsh realities of life.

How does Maupassant use character development in 'The Necklace'?
Maupassant develops Madame Loisel's character through her desires and frustrations. Initially, she is
portrayed as a woman dissatisfied with her middle-class life, yearning for wealth and glamour. Her journey
from superficiality to hardship reveals her true character and leads to her ultimate realization about the
value of honesty and contentment.

What literary techniques does Guy de Maupassant employ in 'The
Necklace'?
Maupassant employs various literary techniques in 'The Necklace,' including vivid imagery, detailed
characterization, and foreshadowing. He uses realism to depict the struggles of Madame Loisel and her
desire for a luxurious life, while the twist ending serves as a critique of societal values related to wealth
and status.
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