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The Little Drummer Boy David Bowie has become a beloved holiday classic, intertwining the legacy of
two iconic artists: the late David Bowie and the legendary Bing Crosby. Their unique rendition of the
song has transcended generations, resonating with both old and new audiences alike. Released in
1977, this collaboration not only showcases the distinct musical styles of Bowie and Crosby but also
emphasizes the universal themes of peace and goodwill that are central to the Christmas season. In
this article, we will explore the background of the song, the artists involved, the performance itself, its
impact on popular culture, and its relevance today.

Background of "The Little Drummer Boy"

Origins of the Song

"The Little Drummer Boy," originally titled "Carol of the Drum," was written in 1941 by composer
Katherine K. Davis. It was inspired by an earlier folk song and captures the story of a poor young boy
who, despite having no gifts to offer the newborn Jesus, plays his drum to express his love and
reverence. The song quickly gained popularity and became a staple in the Christmas music repertoire.



Key points about the song's origins:

1. Creation: Written in 1941, the song has roots in traditional folk music.
2. Themes: Focuses on humility, generosity, and the spirit of giving.
3. Popularity: Recorded by numerous artists over the years, solidifying its place in holiday traditions.

Bing Crosby and David Bowie

The collaboration between Bing Crosby and David Bowie came about during a Christmas television
special titled "Bing Crosby’s Merrie Olde Christmas." Crosby, a legendary figure in American music
and film, was known for his smooth baritone voice and holiday classics. Bowie, on the other hand, was
at the height of his fame in the 1970s, known for his eclectic style and groundbreaking contributions
to rock music.

- Bing Crosby: An influential singer and actor, Crosby had a long career, spanning several decades,
with numerous holiday hits.

- David Bowie: An icon of innovation and change in the music industry, Bowie's unique sound and
style made him a cultural phenomenon.

The combination of these two artists—one representing the classic era of music and the other
embodying the avant-garde—was unexpected yet magical.

The Performance and Its Significance

The Christmas Special

The performance of "The Little Drummer Boy" took place during the television special that aired on
December 24, 1977. The show was a mixture of musical performances, sketches, and holiday-themed
segments. The duet, however, stands out as the centerpiece of the program.

Key elements of the performance:

1. Visuals: The special features a warm, nostalgic atmosphere, with Crosby in a cozy setting, adorned
in holiday attire.

2. Musical Arrangement: Bowie’s rendition introduces a unique counterpoint to Crosby’s smooth
delivery, with orchestration that enhances the emotional weight of the song.

3. Cultural Context: The performance came during a transformative time in music, highlighting the
bridging of generational gaps.

Musical Elements

The arrangement of "The Little Drummer Boy" in this special is noteworthy for its blend of styles.



- Instrumentation: The song features orchestral elements along with traditional drumming, creating a
rich soundscape.

- Vocal Harmonies: The contrasting vocal styles of Crosby and Bowie create a dynamic interplay that
is both nostalgic and modern.

- Emotional Impact: The combination of the lyrics and the heartfelt performance evokes a deep sense
of spirituality and warmth.

The Legacy of "The Little Drummer Boy David Bowie"

Impact on Popular Culture

The collaboration has left an indelible mark on popular culture, particularly during the holiday season.

- Enduring Popularity: The performance is often replayed during Christmas time, becoming a staple of
holiday television.

- Cover Versions: Numerous artists have covered the song, inspired by the Crosby and Bowie
rendition.

- Cultural References: The duet has been referenced in various films, television shows, and even
commercials, solidifying its place in contemporary culture.

Relevance Today

As society evolves, the themes encapsulated in "The Little Drummer Boy" remain relevant.

- Message of Peace: In a world that often feels divided, the song’s message of love and unity
continues to resonate with audiences.

- Musical Influence: The unique blend of styles in the performance has inspired a new generation of
artists to explore cross-genre collaborations.

- Holiday Spirit: The emotional depth of the song encourages reflection on the true spirit of the
holidays, emphasizing kindness and generosity.

Conclusion

"The Little Drummer Boy David Bowie" stands as a testament to the power of music to unite different
generations and styles. The collaboration between Bing Crosby and David Bowie is not just a
remarkable moment in television history; it is a celebration of the enduring spirit of Christmas. As we
continue to embrace the holiday season, the song serves as a reminder of the beauty of giving and
the joy of sharing one's gifts, no matter how small they may seem.

The performance is more than just a song; it is a shared experience that connects us all, encouraging
us to reflect on the values of love, humility, and hope. As we listen to this cherished holiday classic,
we are reminded of the magic that can happen when artists from different worlds come together to
create something truly special. Whether you are a longtime fan or discovering it anew, the legacy of



"The Little Drummer Boy" will continue to resonate for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of 'The Little Drummer Boy' as a song?

‘The Little Drummer Boy' was originally written in 1941 by Katherine K. Davis and has since become a
Christmas classic, recorded by numerous artists, including David Bowie.

How did David Bowie's version of ‘The Little Drummer Boy'
come to be?

David Bowie's rendition of 'The Little Drummer Boy' was part of a television special titled 'Bing
Crosby's Merrie Olde Christmas' in 1977, where he performed it as a duet with Bing Crosby.

What makes Bowie's version of 'The Little Drummer Boy'
unique?

Bowie's version combines his distinctive vocal style with a haunting arrangement and features a
spoken word section that reflects on the story's themes, setting it apart from more traditional
renditions.

What themes are explored in 'The Little Drummer Boy'?

The song explores themes of humility, the value of giving, and the significance of love and devotion,
as the drummer boy offers his music as a gift to the newborn Jesus.

Is David Bowie's 'The Little Drummer Boy' popular during the
holiday season?

Yes, David Bowie's version has become a holiday favorite and is frequently played on the radio and in
stores during the Christmas season, celebrated for its unique interpretation.

What impact did David Bowie's performance have on his
career?

Bowie's collaboration with Bing Crosby on 'The Little Drummer Boy' introduced him to a broader
audience and showcased his versatility as an artist, enhancing his legacy in both pop and holiday
music.

Has 'The Little Drummer Boy' been covered by other artists
besides Bowie?

Yes, 'The Little Drummer Boy' has been covered by countless artists across various genres, including
Johnny Cash, the Jackson 5, and Pentatonix, each bringing their own style to the classic Christmas
song.
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