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The last full measure is a phrase that evokes deep emotional resonance, often
reflecting the ultimate sacrifice made by individuals in service to their
country or a greater cause. This expression is frequently associated with
military service and heroism, symbolizing the commitment and bravery of those
who give everything for their beliefs, comrades, and nation. In this article,
we will explore the historical context of the phrase, its significance in
military traditions, and its broader implications in society and culture.



Historical Context of "The Last Full Measure"

The phrase "the last full measure" is most famously linked to President
Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, delivered during the dedication of the
Soldiers' National Cemetery in November 1863. In his speech, Lincoln honored
the fallen soldiers of the Battle of Gettysburg, emphasizing that their
sacrifices would not be in vain and that the living must ensure that
democracy endures.

The Civil War and Its Impact

The American Civil War was a defining moment in U.S. history, characterized
by intense conflict between the Northern states (the Union) and Southern
states (the Confederacy). It was a war marked by profound loss of life and
the struggle for human rights. The phrase "the last full measure of devotion"
from Lincoln's address encapsulates the idea that these soldiers, in giving
their lives, contributed to a larger purpose—the preservation of the nation
and the principles of liberty and equality.

Broader Military Traditions

Throughout history, the concept of sacrifice for a greater cause has been a
recurring theme in military traditions worldwide. Various cultures have
developed their own expressions and rituals to honor those who make the
ultimate sacrifice. The phrase "the last full measure" has become synonymous
with military service, memorials, and ceremonies that commemorate fallen
soldiers.

e Memorial Day: In the United States, Memorial Day is a day of remembrance
for those who have died in military service. Many communities hold
parades, and ceremonies, and visit cemeteries to honor the fallen.

e Veterans Day: While Veterans Day honors all veterans, it also serves as
a reminder of the sacrifices made by those who did not return from
combat.

e National Memorials: Various national memorials, such as the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial and the World War II Memorial, serve as poignant
reminders of the sacrifices made by service members.



The Significance of Sacrifice

The concept of sacrifice extends beyond the battlefield. It resonates in
various aspects of life, including personal relationships, community service,
and even in everyday acts of kindness. The willingness to sacrifice for
others is a fundamental human trait that fosters connections and builds
stronger communities.

Personal Sacrifice

Many individuals make personal sacrifices in their lives, often for family,
friends, or the greater good. These acts may not involve the dramatic
consequences of military service but are nonetheless significant. Examples
include:

1. Parental Sacrifices: Parents often sacrifice their time, resources, and
ambitions to provide a better life for their children.

2. Community Service: Volunteers dedicate their time and energy to help
those in need, often at the expense of their own comfort or leisure.

3. Healthcare Workers: During crises like the COVID-19 pandemic, healthcare
professionals have risked their health and well-being to care for
others.

Cultural Representations of Sacrifice

Cultural narratives often celebrate sacrifice as a virtue. Literature, film,
and art frequently depict characters who embody the ideal of selflessness and
devotion to a cause. Some notable examples include:

e Literature: Classic novels like "A Tale of Two Cities" by Charles
Dickens explore themes of sacrifice and redemption.

e Film: Movies such as "Saving Private Ryan" and "Hacksaw Ridge" portray
the harrowing realities of war and the sacrifices made by soldiers.

e Art: Various artworks capture the essence of sacrifice, such as the
"Raising of the Flag on Iwo Jima" by Joe Rosenthal, which symbolizes the
valor of the Marines during World War II.



Contemporary Reflections on Sacrifice

In modern society, the notion of sacrifice remains relevant. As we navigate
complex global challenges—such as climate change, social justice, and public
health—individuals and communities are called upon to consider what
sacrifices they are willing to make for the greater good.

Social Justice Movements

The fight for social justice often requires individuals to step outside their
comfort zones and make sacrifices for the benefit of others. Movements
advocating for racial equality, gender rights, and environmental protection
illustrate how collective action can lead to meaningful change. In these
contexts, the idea of "the last full measure" is reflected in the dedication
of activists who risk their safety and well-being for the sake of others.

Military Veterans and Their Sacrifices

As we consider the sacrifices made by military personnel, it is essential to
recognize the ongoing challenges faced by veterans after their service. Many
veterans struggle with mental health issues, physical injuries, and
reintegration into civilian life. Supporting these individuals is a way of
honoring their sacrifices and ensuring that the phrase "the last full
measure" continues to hold significance in our society.

e Veteran Support Organizations: Numerous organizations provide assistance
to veterans, including mental health support, job training, and housing
resources.

e Community Initiatives: Local communities can play a vital role in
supporting veterans through outreach programs and integration efforts.

Conclusion

The phrase "the last full measure" transcends its historical origins,
encapsulating the essence of sacrifice in various contexts. Whether in
military service, personal relationships, or community engagement, the
willingness to give one's all for a cause greater than oneself is a powerful
testament to the human spirit. As we reflect on the sacrifices of the past
and present, let us strive to honor those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice and commit ourselves to building a more compassionate and just



society. By recognizing and valuing these sacrifices, we ensure that their
legacy endures, inspiring future generations to uphold the ideals of courage,
devotion, and selflessness in the face of adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Last Full Measure' about?

'The Last Full Measure' is a war drama film that tells the true story of a
soldier who died in the Vietnam War and the efforts of a Pentagon staffer to
secure the Medal of Honor for him, highlighting themes of sacrifice and
heroism.

Who stars in 'The Last Full Measure'?

The film features an ensemble cast including Sebastian Stan, Christopher
Plummer, William Hurt, Ed Harris, and Diane Ladd.

Who directed 'The Last Full Measure'?

'The Last Full Measure' was directed by Todd Robinson, who also wrote the
screenplay based on real events.

When was 'The Last Full Measure' released?

'The Last Full Measure' was released on January 24, 2020.

What themes are explored in 'The Last Full Measure'?

The film explores themes of valor, sacrifice, the complexities of war, and
the importance of honoring those who have served.

Is 'The Last Full Measure' based on a true story?

Yes, the film is based on the true story of Airman William H. Pitsenbarger,
who was awarded the Air Force Cross for his bravery during the Vietnam War,
and the efforts to posthumously award him the Medal of Honor.

How was 'The Last Full Measure' received by critics?

The film received mixed reviews from critics, with some praising its
performances and emotional depth, while others criticized its pacing and
narrative structure.

What is the significance of the title 'The Last Full
Measure'?

The title refers to a line from Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, which
speaks to the ultimate sacrifice made by soldiers in service to their



country.

What impact did 'The Last Full Measure' have on
audiences?

The film resonated with audiences, particularly veterans and their families,
as it pays tribute to the sacrifices made by service members and raises
awareness about the recognition of their valor.

Did 'The Last Full Measure' receive any awards?

'The Last Full Measure' received several nominations and some awards at film
festivals, particularly for its performances and direction, but it did not
achieve significant mainstream award recognition.
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Explore the profound themes of sacrifice and honor in "The Last Full Measure." Discover how this
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