
The Last Argument Of Kings

The Last Argument of Kings is the third and final book in Joe Abercrombie’s acclaimed fantasy trilogy, The First
Law. This novel masterfully concludes the intricate tales of its characters, weaving together themes of
power, morality, and the harsh realities of war. Abercrombie’s writing style, characterized by its gritty
realism and dark humor, provides readers with a thought-provoking exploration of human nature within a
fantastical setting. This article delves into the plot, character arcs, themes, and the overall impact of "The
Last Argument of Kings" on the fantasy genre.

Overview of "The Last Argument of Kings"

"The Last Argument of Kings" picks up where the previous installment, "Before They Are Hanged," left off. The
story centers around several key characters, including Logen Ninefingers, a notorious barbarian; Jezal dan
Luthar, a self-serving nobleman; and Sand dan Glokta, a bitter and cynical torturer. As the political
landscape shifts and war looms, these characters find their paths intertwined in a narrative full of betrayal,
ambition, and the quest for power.

The Plot

The novel is rich with plotlines that converge in dramatic and unexpected ways. Here are some key elements of
the story:



The War for Power: The Union faces threats from various factions, including the ruthless Gurkish Empire1.
and the ambitious Northmen. As tensions escalate, characters must navigate alliances and rivalries.

Character Development: Abercrombie excels in developing complex characters whose motivations are2.
deeply explored. The novel showcases their growth and the consequences of their decisions, leading to an
engaging character-driven narrative.

Philosophical Undertones: The book raises questions about morality, the nature of heroism, and the3.
cost of war. Characters grapple with their choices, facing the consequences of their actions.

Character Analysis

The strength of "The Last Argument of Kings" lies in its multifaceted characters. Abercrombie creates
individuals who are morally ambiguous, reflecting the complexities of human behavior.

Logen Ninefingers

Logen is a character shaped by his past as a warrior. His journey in this novel is one of self-discovery and
redemption. As he grapples with the violence that has defined him, Logen seeks to find a place in a world that
often rejects him. His internal conflict and growth make him a compelling protagonist.

Jezal dan Luthar

Jezal starts as a self-absorbed nobleman whose arrogance and entitlement blind him to the realities of the
world around him. Throughout the novel, he undergoes significant character development, ultimately facing the
harsh truths of leadership and sacrifice. This transformation is a central theme that resonates with readers.

Sand dan Glokta

As a former hero turned torturer, Glokta embodies the theme of moral ambiguity. His cynical worldview and
sharp wit add a layer of complexity to the narrative. Throughout the story, he confronts his own demons,
revealing the impact of his past decisions on his present life.

Thematic Elements

"The Last Argument of Kings" is rich with themes that resonate beyond the fantasy genre. Here are some of the
most prominent themes explored in the novel:

The Nature of Power

Abercrombie delves into the corrupting influence of power. Characters who seek power often find themselves
trapped in a cycle of manipulation and deceit. The novel questions whether power can ever be wielded for good
or if it inevitably leads to tyranny and suffering.



Morality and Choice

The characters in "The Last Argument of Kings" face moral dilemmas that challenge their principles. The story
illustrates how choices define individuals and shape their destinies. Abercrombie poignantly explores the gray
areas of right and wrong, leaving readers to ponder the complexities of human nature.

War and Its Consequences

The backdrop of war serves as a catalyst for character development and thematic exploration. Abercrombie
does not romanticize war; instead, he presents its brutal realities, including loss, trauma, and the futility of
conflict. The title itself, "The Last Argument of Kings," suggests that war is often the final resort of those in
power, leading to devastating consequences for all involved.

Impact on the Fantasy Genre

Abercrombie's "The Last Argument of Kings" has left a significant mark on the fantasy genre. Its blend of dark
humor, complex characters, and morally ambiguous storytelling has influenced a new wave of fantasy
writers. Here are some ways the novel has impacted the genre:

Realism in Fantasy: Abercrombie's gritty realism challenges the traditional tropes of fantasy. His
characters are flawed and relatable, reflecting the complexities of real-life issues.

Subversion of Tropes: The novel subverts common fantasy tropes, such as the clear-cut division
between good and evil. This approach encourages readers to reconsider their expectations of the genre.

Character-Driven Narratives: The focus on character development over epic quests or battles has
inspired authors to prioritize character arcs and emotional depth in their storytelling.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Last Argument of Kings" is a powerful and thought-provoking conclusion to Joe
Abercrombie's First Law trilogy. Through its intricate plot, complex characters, and profound themes, the
novel challenges readers to reflect on the nature of power, morality, and the human condition. Abercrombie’s
ability to blend dark humor with gritty realism sets a new standard in the fantasy genre, making this book a
must-read for fans of the genre and newcomers alike. As readers close the final pages, they are left with
lingering questions about the choices made by the characters and the implications of those choices on their
world—a testament to Abercrombie's masterful storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Last Argument of Kings'?
The main theme revolves around the moral ambiguity of power, the consequences of war, and the complexities of
human relationships within a gritty, realistic fantasy setting.



How does 'The Last Argument of Kings' conclude the First Law trilogy?
The book ties together the character arcs and plot lines from the previous novels, culminating in a dramatic
showdown that addresses the fates of key characters and the larger implications of their choices.

Who are the central characters in 'The Last Argument of Kings'?
The central characters include Logen Ninefingers, a seasoned warrior; Jezal dan Luthar, a nobleman; and
Glokta, a crippled torturer, whose intersecting paths highlight themes of fate and free will.

What role does the setting play in 'The Last Argument of Kings'?
The setting, a morally complex world filled with political intrigue and warfare, serves as a backdrop that
influences character decisions and reflects the themes of power struggles and survival.

How does Joe Abercrombie's writing style contribute to the narrative of
'The Last Argument of Kings'?
Abercrombie's writing is characterized by its dark humor, sharp dialogue, and vivid descriptions, which enhance
the gritty realism of the story and deepen the reader's connection to the characters.

What are some of the key conflicts in 'The Last Argument of Kings'?
Key conflicts include the struggle for power among the nobility, personal vendettas, and the internal battles
of the characters as they confront their pasts and moral dilemmas.

What makes 'The Last Argument of Kings' stand out in the fantasy genre?
Its blend of complex characters, unpredictable plot twists, and a realistic portrayal of the brutality of both
war and politics sets it apart, appealing to readers who appreciate depth and nuance in fantasy storytelling.
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语中，“名字”是放在最前面的，因此叫做first name，也叫 given name。“姓氏”放在最后 ...

如何评价游戏《最后纪元》 (Last Epoch)？ - 知乎
如何评价游戏《最后纪元》 (Last Epoch)？进游戏把之前锁定的两个分支：游侠系驯鹰者和侍祭系术士都玩了一下，有点一言难尽，感觉这个独立开发组的精神小伙儿们没有之前那么
多灵感了。游戏质量还是很有保证的，只是任务线早被我刷腻了。但游戏装备的外观这次补足了，不再是几个破 …

Surname和Given name是什么意思啊_百度知道
二、last name 1、含义：n. 姓。 2、举例 Smith is a very common last name in England. 在英国史密斯是很常见的姓。 How do
you spell your last name? 你的姓是怎样拼写的？ 三、family name 1、含义：姓氏。 2、举例 The family name goes back to
Norman times. 这个家族的姓氏可追溯至 …

the last day和last day的区别 - 百度知道
关注 last day 英 [lɑ:st dei] 美 [læst de] n. 最后审判日; 头天; [例句]I hate to tell you this, but tomorrow's your last
day 我很抱歉地通知你，明天是你的最后一天了。 the last day 英 [ðə lɑ:st dei] 美 [ði læst de] n. 最后审判日; [例句]Ironically, his cold
got better on the last day of his holiday.

在填英文表格时，first Name和last name分别该填姓还是名？对于 …
有些人中间还有一个middle name 教名。 first name往往按照自己的喜好选择，而last name 则有一定的规则 每一个英文的家姓，都有其深刻的历史背景。
First name 是名字；Surname 是姓；Last name 是姓 参考资料来源： 百度百科-英文名 本回答被网友采纳 25 评论 (1)

怎么区分外国人的名字 first name与last name? - 百度知道
怎么区分外国人的名字 first name与last name?first name是名，Leszek是名， Godzik是last name是姓。姓名排列次序是名在姓前，一般由教名、
名字和姓三部分组成，在正文中要按此顺序书写，并且名字可缩写，姓不能缩

surname、first name和family name的意义及用法上的异同_百度知道
surname, family name, last name - 都是姓 first name - 名 surname很少用到。一般family name, last name用得比较多。
例如：Michael Jackson 的姓（surname，last name）是"JACKSON",，名（first name）是"MICHAEL"。 first name：
your first name (US often given name) is, in English-speaking countries, the name given to you by
your parents at birth. 在说英语的国家中 ...

伍佰的《Last Dance》 歌词_百度知道
歌曲名:Last Dance 歌手: 伍佰 专辑:爱情的尽头 Last Dance 词：伍佰 曲：伍佰 所以暂时将你眼睛闭了起来 黑暗之中飘乎我的期待 平静脸孔映着缤纷色彩 让人好不疼
爱 你可以随着我的步伐轻轻柔柔的踩 将美丽的回忆慢慢重来 突然之间浪漫无法释怀 明天我要离开 你给的爱 无助的等待 是否我一个人走 想 ...
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二、last name 1、含义：n. 姓。 2、举例 Smith is a very common last name in England. 在英国史密斯是很常见的姓。 How do
you spell your last name? 你的姓是怎样拼写的？ 三、family …
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