
The Mixed Up Files Of Mrs Basil E

The mixed up files of mrs basil e is a captivating children's novel by E.L. Konigsburg,
published in 1967. The story revolves around two siblings, Claudia and Jamie Kincaid, who
run away from home to live in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. This
adventure leads them into a world filled with art, mystery, and self-discovery. The novel,
which won the Newbery Medal, is not only a delightful tale for children but also offers
profound insights about family, identity, and the value of art.



Overview of the Plot

The narrative begins with Claudia Kincaid's dissatisfaction with her suburban life and her
desire for a more elegant existence. Feeling unappreciated at home, Claudia devises a plan
to run away. She chooses to take her younger brother, Jamie, with her, believing that his
financial savvy will help them survive. They decide to hide in the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, a place that symbolizes culture and sophistication.

Key Events in the Story

1. Running Away: Claudia's decision is fueled by her feelings of neglect and her quest for a
life that is more glamorous than her own. She meticulously plans their escape to ensure
they have enough money and resources.

2. Life in the Museum: Once in the museum, Claudia and Jamie find creative ways to live
undetected. They explore the vast collections of art and history, learning about different
cultures and the stories behind the artworks.

3. The Mystery of the Angel: The central mystery of the novel revolves around a statue of
an angel, which Claudia believes may be worth a significant amount of money. This
discovery leads them to investigate the origins of the statue, introducing various characters
who add depth to their adventure.

4. Personal Growth: Throughout their time in the museum, both siblings undergo significant
personal growth. Claudia learns valuable lessons about responsibility and the importance of
family, while Jamie showcases his practicality and loyalty.

Character Analysis

The characters in the mixed up files of mrs basil e are richly developed, each contributing
to the story's themes of adventure, self-discovery, and the importance of art in
understanding oneself.

Claudia Kincaid

Claudia is the main protagonist, characterized by her determination and desire for a life
filled with beauty and sophistication. Her motivations are complex; she feels undervalued at
home and longs for recognition and adventure. As the story progresses, Claudia evolves
from a somewhat self-centered child to a more mature individual who understands the
significance of family and connection.



Jamie Kincaid

Jamie, Claudia's younger brother, is pragmatic and resourceful. He represents a contrast to
Claudia's idealism, often grounding her in reality with his practical approach to their
situation. Jamie's cleverness and ability to manage money play a crucial role in their
survival in the museum. Throughout their adventure, he also demonstrates loyalty and
bravery, proving that he is more than just a sidekick in Claudia's story.

Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

The titular character, Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, is an enigmatic figure who plays a pivotal
role in the story. She is an elderly woman who has a wealth of knowledge about the art
world and the secrets of the Metropolitan Museum. Her character serves as a mentor to
Claudia and Jamie, guiding them toward self-discovery. Mrs. Frankweiler's backstory,
including her own experiences with art and identity, adds depth to the narrative and
highlights the importance of understanding one's past.

Thematic Elements

The mixed up files of mrs basil e delves into several themes that resonate with readers of
all ages. These themes include:

Identity and Self-Discovery

The journey of Claudia and Jamie is not just a physical one; it is also an exploration of their
identities. As they navigate the museum, they confront their desires, fears, and aspirations.
The experience forces them to question who they are outside the confines of their home
life. This theme is particularly relevant for young readers who are also grappling with their
identities.

Family and Relationships

The relationship between Claudia and Jamie is central to the story. Their adventure allows
them to bond and understand each other better. The siblings' dynamic highlights the
complexities of family relationships, showcasing both conflict and cooperation. Ultimately,
the story reinforces the idea that family ties are important, even when they are strained.

The Value of Art and Culture

Art plays a crucial role in the novel, serving as a catalyst for the characters’ growth. The



siblings' exploration of the museum's collections fosters a deeper appreciation for art and
history. Through their interactions with various pieces of art, readers are encouraged to
consider the significance of culture in shaping personal identity. The novel emphasizes that
art is not just about aesthetics; it is a means of connection and understanding.

Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, the mixed up files of mrs basil e has left a lasting impact on children’s
literature. The novel has been praised for its intelligent narrative and the way it encourages
young readers to engage with art and literature.

Critical Reception

The book received critical acclaim and won the prestigious Newbery Medal in 1968. Critics
have praised Konigsburg's writing style, character development, and the book's ability to
blend adventure with deeper themes. The novel is often included in educational curricula,
further solidifying its status as a classic.

Adaptations and Cultural References

The story's popularity has led to various adaptations, including stage productions and
discussions about a potential film. The enduring appeal of Claudia and Jamie's adventure
continues to resonate with new generations. The novel's themes of curiosity, exploration,
and the significance of art have made it a frequent point of reference in discussions about
children's literature.

Conclusion

The mixed up files of mrs basil e is more than just a children's book; it is a profound
exploration of identity, family, and the appreciation of art. Through Claudia and Jamie’s
adventure in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, readers are invited to reflect on their own
lives and the world around them. E.L. Konigsburg's ability to weave together a compelling
narrative with rich themes ensures that this novel will continue to inspire and captivate
readers for many years to come. The story's blend of adventure, mystery, and personal
growth makes it a timeless classic that holds relevance for audiences of all ages.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main premise of 'The Mixed-Up Files of Mrs.
Basil E. Frankweiler'?
The story follows siblings Claudia and Jamie Kincaid who run away from home to live in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, where they uncover a mystery surrounding a statue attributed
to Michelangelo.

Why do Claudia and Jamie choose the Metropolitan
Museum of Art as their hideout?
Claudia believes that the museum is a place of beauty and culture where they can escape
their mundane suburban life, and it offers a rich environment for adventure and
exploration.

What themes are explored in 'The Mixed-Up Files of
Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler'?
The book explores themes of identity, family dynamics, the search for belonging, and the
value of art and history.

How do Claudia and Jamie fund their stay in the
museum?
They use the money Jamie has saved from his allowance and a small amount of cash
Claudia takes from her mother, along with their resourcefulness to survive without being
detected.

What role does Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler play in the
story?
Mrs. Frankweiler is an elderly woman who owns the statue that Claudia and Jamie are
investigating. She becomes a pivotal character as they seek her help to uncover the
mystery of the statue's origins.

What is the significance of the statue of angel in the
story?
The statue represents not only artistic genius but also serves as a catalyst for Claudia and
Jamie's adventure, leading them to question authenticity, value, and their own identities.

What lessons do Claudia and Jamie learn by the end of
the book?
They learn about the importance of family, the complexities of growing up, and that true
adventure lies in both the journey and the relationships they nurture along the way.
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