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The Last Apprentice: Curse of the Bane is the second book in the popular "Last Apprentice" series,
also known as the "Wardstone Chronicles," written by Joseph Delaney. This enthralling tale continues
the journey of Thomas Ward, a young apprentice to the Spook, who is tasked with protecting the
county from dark forces. Set in a grim medieval world filled with witches, boggarts, and other
malevolent creatures, this installment deepens the lore of the series and explores themes of friendship,

loyalty, and the struggle between good and evil.



Overview of the Last Apprentice Series

The Last Apprentice series follows the life of Thomas Ward, the seventh son of a seventh son, who
possesses unique abilities that make him well-suited for the role of an apprentice to a Spook. The first
book, "The Last Apprentice: Revenge of the Witch," sets the stage for Tom's adventures, introducing

readers to the dark forces that threaten his world.
The series is characterized by its:

- Gothic Atmosphere: The setting is rich with eerie landscapes, haunted locations, and a sense of
foreboding.

- Complex Characters: Tom Ward evolves throughout the series, grappling with his fears, friendships,
and moral dilemmas.

- Engaging Plotlines: Each book introduces new monsters, challenges, and lessons for Tom as he

learns the ways of the Spook.

Plot Summary of Curse of the Bane

In "Curse of the Bane," Tom Ward faces an even greater challenge than before. After the events of the
first book, Tom has started to grasp his role as an apprentice, but he remains inexperienced and
vulnerable. The story begins with Tom and the Spook, John Gregory, who is tasked with investigating

a new threat: a powerful witch named Mother Malkin.

The Introduction of Mother Malkin

Mother Malkin is a fearsome antagonist. She is a witch who has the ability to transform into a
monstrous form and is determined to wreak havoc. Her evil plan involves a sinister curse that could

endanger not only Tom and the Spook but the entire countryside. As they delve deeper into the



mystery surrounding her, Tom learns that Mother Malkin is not only a formidable foe but also has a

personal connection to his past.

Tom’s Journey of Growth

Throughout "Curse of the Bane," Tom experiences significant personal growth. Key elements of his

journey include:

1. Facing Fears: Tom must confront his fears and insecurities as he learns more about the dark forces
he is fighting against.

2. Strengthening Bonds: His relationship with the Spook deepens, showcasing a mentor-student
dynamic that is both supportive and challenging.

3. Moral Choices: Tom is faced with difficult decisions that test his character and ethical beliefs. He

learns that the line between good and evil is often blurred.

Thematic Elements

"Curse of the Bane" is rich with themes that resonate with readers.

Good vs. Evil

The classic struggle between good and evil is central to the narrative. Tom's battle against Mother

Malkin embodies this conflict, illustrating the complexities of morality.



Friendship and Loyalty

Tom’s relationships with his friends and allies are crucial to his development. The importance of loyalty
is highlighted as Tom navigates situations where he must choose between personal safety and

standing by his friends.

Fear and Courage

Fear plays a significant role in Tom's journey. He must learn to overcome his fears, not just for himself
but also to protect those he cares about. The notion of courage is explored through his actions and

decisions.

Character Development

The characters in "Curse of the Bane" are well-crafted and undergo significant development throughout

the story.

Thomas Ward

Tom evolves from a hesitant, inexperienced boy into a more confident and capable apprentice. His
experiences force him to confront the realities of his role, making him more aware of the dangers

surrounding him.

John Gregory (The Spook)



John Gregory is both a mentor and a complex figure. His past haunts him, and his struggles with the
darkness within make him a compelling character. His relationship with Tom serves as a cornerstone

of the narrative.

Mother Malkin

As the primary antagonist, Mother Malkin is a multifaceted character. Her motivations and history add

depth to her evil persona, making her more than just a one-dimensional villain.

Literary Style and Language

Joseph Delaney's writing style is engaging and immersive. He employs vivid descriptions that bring the
dark world to life, creating a palpable sense of tension. The use of first-person narrative allows readers

to connect with Tom's experiences and emotions on a deeper level.

Conclusion

"The Last Apprentice: Curse of the Bane" is a captivating continuation of Tom Ward's journey. With its
rich themes, well-developed characters, and gripping plot, the book not only entertains but also
challenges readers to reflect on the nature of good and evil. As Tom confronts the malevolent forces at
play, he learns valuable lessons about courage, friendship, and the responsibilities that come with

great power.

For fans of dark fantasy and adventure, "Curse of the Bane" is an essential read that sets the stage
for Tom's further adventures in the series. Delaney's masterful storytelling keeps readers on the edge
of their seats, eager to discover what challenges lie ahead for the young apprentice and his mentor.

As the series unfolds, the stakes continue to rise, making each installment a thrilling experience for



readers of all ages.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Last Apprentice: Curse of the Bane'?

The main plot follows Tom Ward, the seventh son of a seventh son, as he trains under the Spook to

confront a powerful witch known as the Bane, who threatens to unleash chaos in the land.

Who are the key characters in 'Curse of the Bane'?

Key characters include Tom Ward, his mentor the Spook, Alice, a young witch who struggles with her
identity, and the Bane, a malevolent force seeking revenge.
How does 'Curse of the Bane' connect to the previous book in the

series?

The book continues Tom's journey as an apprentice and builds on the themes of good vs. evil
established in the first book, while also deepening the character development and lore surrounding

witches.
What themes are explored in 'The Last Apprentice: Curse of the

Bane'?

Themes include the struggle between light and darkness, the nature of power, personal sacrifice, and

the complexities of friendship and loyalty.

Is 'Curse of the Bane' suitable for younger readers?

While it is aimed at middle-grade and young adult readers, it contains dark themes and horror

elements that may not be suitable for all younger audiences. Parental guidance is recommended.



How does Tom Ward's character evolve in 'Curse of the Bane'?

Tom evolves from a naive apprentice to a more skilled and confident individual, grappling with moral

dilemmas and the realities of his role as a protector against dark forces.

What impact did 'The Last Apprentice: Curse of the Bane' have on the

overall series?

It significantly deepens the narrative complexity and expands the world-building, setting the stage for

future conflicts and character arcs in the series, making it a pivotal installment.
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