The Law Of The Jungle Poem

NOW this is the Law of the Jungle —
as old and as true as the sky;

And the Wolf that shall keep it may prosper,

but the Wolf that shall break it must die,

As the creeper that girdles the tree-trunk
the Law runneth forward and back —
For the strength of the Pack is the Wolf,
and the strength of the Wolf is the Pack,

The Law Of The Jungle
RUDYARD KIPLING

The Law of the Jungle is a famous poem that encapsulates the principles of survival and
coexistence in the wild, attributed to Rudyard Kipling. First published in 1894 as part of his
collection "The Jungle Book," this poem serves as a guide for the behavior of the animals in
the jungle, emphasizing the importance of order, respect, and the inherent rules that
govern the natural world. Through its rhythmic verses and vivid imagery, Kipling not only
entertains but also educates readers about the intrinsic laws that dictate life in the
wilderness. This article will explore the historical context, themes, and the significance of
"The Law of the Jungle," alongside its impact on literature and popular culture.



Historical Context

Kipling wrote "The Law of the Jungle" during a time when British colonialism was at its
height, and the fascination with the exotic and untamed world of the jungle was prevalent
in Western literature. His experiences in India, where he was born and raised, heavily
influenced his work. The poem reflects both the natural world and the societal structures
that exist within it, drawing parallels between animal behavior and human civilization.

The Concept of the Jungle

- Symbolism of the Jungle: The jungle serves as a microcosm for society, where different
species coexist, each with their roles and hierarchies.

- Colonial Undertones: Some interpretations suggest that the poem subtly critiques colonial
attitudes, showcasing the idea of order and laws in a seemingly chaotic environment.

- Anthropomorphism: By giving animals human-like traits, Kipling explores complex themes
of morality, ethics, and survival, making the poem relatable to human experiences.

Thematic Elements

"The Law of the Jungle" is rich with themes that resonate beyond its setting in the wild.
These themes can be categorized into several key areas:

1. Survival and Instinct

The poem emphasizes survival as a fundamental instinct that drives all living beings. The
rules outlined in the poem are not mere guidelines; they are essential for the survival of the
species.

- Hierarchy: Each animal understands its place in the hierarchy, ensuring that the
ecosystem remains balanced.

- Adaptation: Animals must adapt to their surroundings and learn the laws to thrive.

- Predator and Prey Dynamics: The relationships between predators and prey illustrate the
harsh realities of life in the jungle.

2. Order and Chaos

Kipling contrasts the order established by the laws of the jungle with the chaos that would
ensue without them.

- Nature’s Balance: The laws maintain a form of balance, preventing any one species from
dominating the ecosystem.
- Consequences of Disobedience: The poem warns of the dire consequences that arise from



breaking the natural laws, such as chaos, suffering, and death.

3. Morality and Ethics

The moral undertones of "The Law of the Jungle" are significant. Kipling presents a code of
conduct that transcends mere survival instincts.

- Respect for Others: The importance of respecting fellow creatures is a recurring theme,
illustrating that strength must be coupled with compassion.

- Justice and Retribution: The poem suggests that justice will prevail in the jungle, with
wrongdoers facing consequences for their actions.

Structure and Style

Kipling employs a distinctive structure and style in "The Law of the Jungle," which enhances
its impact and memorability.

1. Rhyme and Rhythm

- Musicality: The poem features a rhythmic quality that echoes the sounds of the jungle,
making it engaging and accessible.

- Repetition: Repetition of key phrases and rules reinforces the importance of the laws,
making them easier to remember.

2. Imagery and Symbolism

Kipling’s vivid imagery paints a picture of the jungle that is both beautiful and perilous.

- Descriptive Language: The use of descriptive language brings the jungle to life, allowing
readers to visualize the setting and the creatures that inhabit it.

- Symbolic Animals: Each animal symbolizes different human traits and societal roles,
adding depth to the narrative.

Impact on Literature and Culture

"The Law of the Jungle" has had a profound impact on literature and popular culture,
influencing various forms of storytelling and artistic expression.



1. Literary Influence

- Jungle and Adventure Genres: Kipling’s work has inspired countless authors in the
adventure and jungle genres, paving the way for stories that explore the themes of nature
and survival.

- Children’s Literature: The poem’s incorporation into children's literature has made it an
enduring classic, teaching young readers important life lessons.

2. Adaptations and References

- Film and Television: Numerous adaptations of "The Jungle Book" in film and television
have introduced Kipling's characters and themes to new generations, often reinterpreting
the law of the jungle in modern contexts.

- Cultural References: The phrase "law of the jungle" has transcended its literary origins,
being used in various contexts, from discussions of business ethics to sportsmanship,
highlighting its universal relevance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Law of the Jungle is more than just a poem; it is a profound exploration of
the principles that govern the natural world and human society. Through vivid imagery,
rhythmic structure, and deep thematic elements, Kipling masterfully crafts a narrative that
resonates on multiple levels. The poem serves as a reminder of the balance inherent in
nature and the importance of adhering to a moral code, making it a timeless piece of
literature that continues to inspire and educate. Whether viewed through the lens of
colonialism, survival, or ethical conduct, "The Law of the Jungle" remains a powerful
commentary on the interconnectedness of life and the enduring struggle for coexistence in
an ever-changing world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Law of the
Jungle' poem?

The main themes include survival, the natural order of life, the importance of community,
and the moral code that governs animal behavior in the wild.

Who is the author of 'The Law of the Jungle' poem and
what is its context?

‘The Law of the Jungle' poem is written by Rudyard Kipling and is part of his collection 'The
Jungle Book', which explores the life of Mowgli, a boy raised by wolves in the Indian jungle.



How does 'The Law of the Jungle' reflect the concept of
social order among animals?

The poem outlines a code of conduct that all animals must follow, emphasizing the balance
between individual freedom and the responsibilities to the community, mirroring social
structures in human societies.

What is the significance of the phrase 'the law of the
jungle' in contemporary discussions?

In contemporary discussions, 'the law of the jungle' often symbolizes the idea of survival of
the fittest, but it also serves as a critique of unregulated competition and the moral
implications of human behavior.

How has 'The Law of the Jungle' influenced popular
culture?

‘The Law of the Jungle' has influenced popular culture through adaptations in films,
literature, and other media, where themes of survival, ethics, and community dynamics
continue to resonate with audiences.
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