
The Last Sitting Photos Of Marilyn Monroe

The last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe capture a fleeting moment in time, showcasing the
iconic actress at a critical juncture in her life. Taken shortly before her tragic death in 1962, these
photographs not only highlight Monroe’s beauty but also reveal the complexities of her persona,
both as a star and as an individual. Through these images, we gain insight into her final days, the
pressures she faced, and the legacy she left behind.

The Context of Marilyn Monroe's Last Sitting

Marilyn Monroe, born Norma Jeane Mortenson, rose to fame in the 1950s as a quintessential
Hollywood star. Her charm, beauty, and talent made her a cultural icon, but her personal life was
riddled with challenges, including struggles with mental health and tumultuous relationships. By the
summer of 1962, Monroe was in a state of disarray, grappling with the pressures of fame, a faltering
career, and her ongoing battle with substance abuse.

The last professional photo session took place on July 13, 1962, just weeks before her untimely death
on August 5. The session was conducted by renowned photographer Bert Stern for Vogue magazine,
and it resulted in a series of images known as "The Last Sitting." This collection of photographs is
significant not only for its artistry but also for the poignant representation of Monroe's vulnerability
and beauty.



Bert Stern and the Photo Session

Who was Bert Stern?

Bert Stern was an influential American photographer known for his work in fashion and commercial
photography. He gained notable recognition for his innovative approach, particularly in capturing
the essence of his subjects in a candid and intimate manner. Stern's collaboration with Monroe
allowed him to showcase her in a new light, emphasizing her complexity and allure.

The Location and Setting

The last sitting was held at the Bel Air Hotel in Los Angeles. The setting was deliberately chosen to
reflect the glamour and sophistication associated with Monroe, while also providing a private space
for her to express herself. The hotel suite was adorned with luxurious furnishings, creating an
intimate and elegant backdrop for the photos.

The Themes and Aesthetic of the Photos

The images from "The Last Sitting" convey several themes that resonate deeply with Monroe's life
and legacy:

Vulnerability and Intimacy

One of the most striking aspects of the photographs is Monroe's vulnerability. In many images, she
appears contemplative and pensive, revealing a side of her that contrasts sharply with the glamorous
persona she had cultivated. This duality invites viewers to consider the emotional turmoil she faced
behind closed doors.

Beauty and Femininity

Monroe's beauty is undeniably captured in these photographs. Her iconic platinum blonde hair,
flawless complexion, and sultry poses are on full display. Yet, this beauty is juxtaposed with a sense
of melancholy, suggesting that her physical allure was intertwined with deeper struggles. The
interplay of light and shadow in the images further enhances this duality.

Symbolism and Iconography

The photos are rich with symbolism, reflecting Monroe's status as a cultural icon. For instance, her



poses often evoke classic Hollywood imagery, yet they are infused with a sense of fragility. The use
of props, such as a cigarette or a flower, adds layers of meaning, hinting at themes of desire, loss,
and the passage of time.

The Impact of the Last Sitting Photos

Cultural Significance

"The Last Sitting" has become a crucial part of Marilyn Monroe's legacy. These photographs are not
just mere representations of her physical beauty; they encapsulate the complexities of her life and
the societal pressures she faced as a woman in Hollywood. The images have been analyzed and
interpreted in various ways, leading to discussions about gender, sexuality, and the treatment of
women in the entertainment industry.

Artistic Influence

Bert Stern's work has influenced countless photographers and artists who seek to capture the
essence of their subjects. The raw emotion and intimacy found in "The Last Sitting" have inspired
new generations of photographers to explore the intersection of vulnerability and beauty in their
own work.

Monroe's Enduring Legacy

Tragically, Monroe's life was cut short, but her impact continues to resonate. The last sitting photos
serve as a powerful reminder of her contributions to film, fashion, and popular culture. They
encourage us to engage with her story on a deeper level, recognizing the human behind the icon.
Monroe's struggles and triumphs continue to inspire discussions about mental health, self-
acceptance, and the complexities of fame.

Conclusion

The last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe are not merely a collection of beautiful images; they are a
poignant testament to a life filled with both brilliance and heartache. Through Bert Stern's lens, we
are offered a glimpse into Monroe's world, allowing us to appreciate her artistry while
acknowledging the profound challenges she faced. These photographs invite us to reflect on the
societal constructs surrounding beauty and fame, and they remind us of the importance of
compassion in understanding the lives of those who capture our imagination. As we continue to
celebrate Marilyn Monroe's legacy, her last sitting remains a powerful symbol of both her enduring
impact and the fragility of the human experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe?
The last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe were taken by photographer Bert Stern during a three-day
shoot in June 1962, just weeks before her death.

Why are Bert Stern's photographs of Marilyn Monroe
significant?
Bert Stern's photographs are significant because they capture Monroe's iconic beauty and
vulnerability, offering a poignant glimpse into her state of mind just before her untimely death.

How many photos were taken during Marilyn Monroe's last
sitting?
During the last sitting, over 2,500 photographs were taken, but only a select few were published and
widely circulated.

What emotions are conveyed in the last sitting photos of
Marilyn Monroe?
The emotions conveyed in the last sitting photos range from playful and flirtatious to introspective
and melancholic, reflecting her complex personality and struggles.

Where can one view the last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe?
The last sitting photos can be viewed in various art galleries, photography exhibitions, and online
platforms, and some are included in books about Monroe's life and legacy.

Have the last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe influenced
modern photography?
Yes, the last sitting photos have influenced modern photography by showcasing the power of
intimate portraiture and the emotional depth that can be captured in a single moment.

What was the public's reaction to the last sitting photos of
Marilyn Monroe?
The public's reaction was mixed; while many admired the artistry and beauty of the photos, others
felt they exposed Monroe's vulnerabilities and personal struggles.
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英语last“上一个”和“最后的”怎么区别？_百度知道
表示“上一个”的时候last作为名词使用， 表示“最后的”的时候last作为形容词使用。 last 英 [lɑːst] 美 [læst] 1、n. 末尾，最后；上个； 鞋楦 （做鞋的模型）
2、adj. 最后的；最近的，最新的；仅剩 …

“last but not the least”与“last but not least”？_百度知道
Last but not the least, this approach will provide a methodological approach to solve the crashissue
very quickly, gaining customer confidence. Last but not the least, the public …

如何区分英文中的first name和last name?_百度知道
last name就是family name是姓。first name就是given name是名。例如：Michael Jordan. Michael是名 (first
name)，Jordan是姓 (last name)。 1、中国的人名是由姓+名组成，比如一 …

如何评价游戏《最后纪元》 (Last Epoch)？ - 知乎
如何评价游戏《最后纪元》 (Last Epoch)？进游戏把之前锁定的两个分支：游侠系驯鹰者和侍祭系术士都玩了一下，有点一言难尽，感觉这个独立开发组的精神小伙儿们没有之前那么
多灵感了 …

Surname和Given name是什么意思啊_百度知道
二、last name 1、含义：n. 姓。 2、举例 Smith is a very common last name in England. 在英国史密斯是很常见的姓。 How do
you spell your last name? 你的姓是怎样拼写的？ 三、family …

the last day和last day的区别 - 百度知道
关注 last day 英 [lɑ:st dei] 美 [læst de] n. 最后审判日; 头天; [例句]I hate to tell you this, but tomorrow's your last
day 我很抱歉地通知你，明天是你的最后一天了。 the last day 英 [ðə lɑ:st …

在填英文表格时，first Name和last name分别该填姓还是名？对于 …
有些人中间还有一个middle name 教名。 first name往往按照自己的喜好选择，而last name 则有一定的规则 每一个英文的家姓，都有其深刻的历史背景。
First name 是名字；Surname 是 …

怎么区分外国人的名字 first name与last name? - 百度知道
怎么区分外国人的名字 first name与last name?first name是名，Leszek是名， Godzik是last name是姓。姓名排列次序是名在姓前，一般由教名、
名字和姓三部分组成，在正文中要按此 …

surname、first name和family name的意义及用法上的异同_百度知道
surname, family name, last name - 都是姓 first name - 名 surname很少用到。一般family name, last name用得比较多。
例如：Michael Jackson 的姓（surname，last name） …

伍佰的《Last Dance》 歌词_百度知道
歌曲名:Last Dance 歌手: 伍佰 专辑:爱情的尽头 Last Dance 词：伍佰 曲：伍佰 所以暂时将你眼睛闭了起来 黑暗之中飘乎我的期待 平静脸孔映着缤纷色彩 让人好不疼
爱 你可以随着我的步伐轻 …

英语last“上一个”和“最后的”怎么区别？_百度知道
表示“上一个”的时候last作为名词使用， 表示“最后的”的时候last作为形容词使用。 last 英 [lɑːst] 美 [læst] 1、n. 末尾，最后；上个； 鞋楦 （做鞋的模型）
2、adj. 最后的；最近的，最新的；仅剩的；最不可能…的 3、vi. 持续；维持，够用；持久 4、vt. 度过，拖过；使维持 5、adv. 最后地；上次 ...

“last but not the least”与“last but not least”？_百度知道
Last but not the least, this approach will provide a methodological approach to solve the crashissue
very quickly, gaining customer confidence. Last but not the least, the public attachment to the
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importance of balance preservation would play a decisive role in saving ocean species from
extinction.

如何区分英文中的first name和last name?_百度知道
last name就是family name是姓。first name就是given name是名。例如：Michael Jordan. Michael是名 (first
name)，Jordan是姓 (last name)。 1、中国的人名是由姓+名组成，比如一个中国人叫朱军，则zhu 是last name，jun是first name。 2、而在英
语中，“名字”是放在最前面的，因此叫做first name，也叫 given name。“姓氏”放在最后 ...

如何评价游戏《最后纪元》 (Last Epoch)？ - 知乎
如何评价游戏《最后纪元》 (Last Epoch)？进游戏把之前锁定的两个分支：游侠系驯鹰者和侍祭系术士都玩了一下，有点一言难尽，感觉这个独立开发组的精神小伙儿们没有之前那么
多灵感了。游戏质量还是很有保证的，只是任务线早被我刷腻了。但游戏装备的外观这次补足了，不再是几个破 …

Surname和Given name是什么意思啊_百度知道
二、last name 1、含义：n. 姓。 2、举例 Smith is a very common last name in England. 在英国史密斯是很常见的姓。 How do
you spell your last name? 你的姓是怎样拼写的？ 三、family name 1、含义：姓氏。 2、举例 The family name goes back to
Norman times. 这个家族的姓氏可追溯至 …

the last day和last day的区别 - 百度知道
关注 last day 英 [lɑ:st dei] 美 [læst de] n. 最后审判日; 头天; [例句]I hate to tell you this, but tomorrow's your last
day 我很抱歉地通知你，明天是你的最后一天了。 the last day 英 [ðə lɑ:st dei] 美 [ði læst de] n. 最后审判日; [例句]Ironically, his cold
got better on the last day of his holiday.

在填英文表格时，first Name和last name分别该填姓还是名？对于 …
有些人中间还有一个middle name 教名。 first name往往按照自己的喜好选择，而last name 则有一定的规则 每一个英文的家姓，都有其深刻的历史背景。
First name 是名字；Surname 是姓；Last name 是姓 参考资料来源： 百度百科-英文名 本回答被网友采纳 25 评论 (1)

怎么区分外国人的名字 first name与last name? - 百度知道
怎么区分外国人的名字 first name与last name?first name是名，Leszek是名， Godzik是last name是姓。姓名排列次序是名在姓前，一般由教名、
名字和姓三部分组成，在正文中要按此顺序书写，并且名字可缩写，姓不能缩

surname、first name和family name的意义及用法上的异同_百度知道
surname, family name, last name - 都是姓 first name - 名 surname很少用到。一般family name, last name用得比较多。
例如：Michael Jackson 的姓（surname，last name）是"JACKSON",，名（first name）是"MICHAEL"。 first name：
your first name (US often given name) is, in English-speaking countries, the name given to you by
your parents at birth. 在说英语的国家中 ...

伍佰的《Last Dance》 歌词_百度知道
歌曲名:Last Dance 歌手: 伍佰 专辑:爱情的尽头 Last Dance 词：伍佰 曲：伍佰 所以暂时将你眼睛闭了起来 黑暗之中飘乎我的期待 平静脸孔映着缤纷色彩 让人好不疼
爱 你可以随着我的步伐轻轻柔柔的踩 将美丽的回忆慢慢重来 突然之间浪漫无法释怀 明天我要离开 你给的爱 无助的等待 是否我一个人走 想 ...

Explore the captivating story behind the last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe. Discover how these
iconic images capture her timeless allure. Learn more!
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