The Last Sitting Photos Of Marilyn Monroe

The last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe capture a fleeting moment in time, showcasing the
iconic actress at a critical juncture in her life. Taken shortly before her tragic death in 1962, these
photographs not only highlight Monroe’s beauty but also reveal the complexities of her persona,
both as a star and as an individual. Through these images, we gain insight into her final days, the
pressures she faced, and the legacy she left behind.

The Context of Marilyn Monroe's Last Sitting

Marilyn Monroe, born Norma Jeane Mortenson, rose to fame in the 1950s as a quintessential
Hollywood star. Her charm, beauty, and talent made her a cultural icon, but her personal life was
riddled with challenges, including struggles with mental health and tumultuous relationships. By the
summer of 1962, Monroe was in a state of disarray, grappling with the pressures of fame, a faltering
career, and her ongoing battle with substance abuse.

The last professional photo session took place on July 13, 1962, just weeks before her untimely death
on August 5. The session was conducted by renowned photographer Bert Stern for Vogue magazine,
and it resulted in a series of images known as "The Last Sitting." This collection of photographs is
significant not only for its artistry but also for the poignant representation of Monroe's vulnerability
and beauty.



Bert Stern and the Photo Session

Who was Bert Stern?

Bert Stern was an influential American photographer known for his work in fashion and commercial
photography. He gained notable recognition for his innovative approach, particularly in capturing
the essence of his subjects in a candid and intimate manner. Stern's collaboration with Monroe
allowed him to showcase her in a new light, emphasizing her complexity and allure.

The Location and Setting

The last sitting was held at the Bel Air Hotel in Los Angeles. The setting was deliberately chosen to
reflect the glamour and sophistication associated with Monroe, while also providing a private space
for her to express herself. The hotel suite was adorned with luxurious furnishings, creating an
intimate and elegant backdrop for the photos.

The Themes and Aesthetic of the Photos

The images from "The Last Sitting" convey several themes that resonate deeply with Monroe's life
and legacy:

Vulnerability and Intimacy

One of the most striking aspects of the photographs is Monroe's vulnerability. In many images, she
appears contemplative and pensive, revealing a side of her that contrasts sharply with the glamorous
persona she had cultivated. This duality invites viewers to consider the emotional turmoil she faced
behind closed doors.

Beauty and Femininity

Monroe's beauty is undeniably captured in these photographs. Her iconic platinum blonde hair,
flawless complexion, and sultry poses are on full display. Yet, this beauty is juxtaposed with a sense
of melancholy, suggesting that her physical allure was intertwined with deeper struggles. The
interplay of light and shadow in the images further enhances this duality.

Symbolism and Iconography

The photos are rich with symbolism, reflecting Monroe's status as a cultural icon. For instance, her



poses often evoke classic Hollywood imagery, yet they are infused with a sense of fragility. The use
of props, such as a cigarette or a flower, adds layers of meaning, hinting at themes of desire, loss,
and the passage of time.

The Impact of the Last Sitting Photos

Cultural Significance

"The Last Sitting" has become a crucial part of Marilyn Monroe's legacy. These photographs are not
just mere representations of her physical beauty; they encapsulate the complexities of her life and
the societal pressures she faced as a woman in Hollywood. The images have been analyzed and
interpreted in various ways, leading to discussions about gender, sexuality, and the treatment of
women in the entertainment industry.

Artistic Influence

Bert Stern's work has influenced countless photographers and artists who seek to capture the
essence of their subjects. The raw emotion and intimacy found in "The Last Sitting" have inspired
new generations of photographers to explore the intersection of vulnerability and beauty in their
own work.

Monroe's Enduring Legacy

Tragically, Monroe's life was cut short, but her impact continues to resonate. The last sitting photos
serve as a powerful reminder of her contributions to film, fashion, and popular culture. They
encourage us to engage with her story on a deeper level, recognizing the human behind the icon.
Monroe's struggles and triumphs continue to inspire discussions about mental health, self-
acceptance, and the complexities of fame.

Conclusion

The last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe are not merely a collection of beautiful images; they are a
poignant testament to a life filled with both brilliance and heartache. Through Bert Stern's lens, we
are offered a glimpse into Monroe's world, allowing us to appreciate her artistry while
acknowledging the profound challenges she faced. These photographs invite us to reflect on the
societal constructs surrounding beauty and fame, and they remind us of the importance of
compassion in understanding the lives of those who capture our imagination. As we continue to
celebrate Marilyn Monroe's legacy, her last sitting remains a powerful symbol of both her enduring
impact and the fragility of the human experience.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe?

The last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe were taken by photographer Bert Stern during a three-day
shoot in June 1962, just weeks before her death.

Why are Bert Stern's photographs of Marilyn Monroe
significant?

Bert Stern's photographs are significant because they capture Monroe's iconic beauty and
vulnerability, offering a poignant glimpse into her state of mind just before her untimely death.

How many photos were taken during Marilyn Monroe's last
sitting?

During the last sitting, over 2,500 photographs were taken, but only a select few were published and
widely circulated.

What emotions are conveyed in the last sitting photos of
Marilyn Monroe?

The emotions conveyed in the last sitting photos range from playful and flirtatious to introspective
and melancholic, reflecting her complex personality and struggles.

Where can one view the last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe?

The last sitting photos can be viewed in various art galleries, photography exhibitions, and online
platforms, and some are included in books about Monroe's life and legacy.

Have the last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe influenced
modern photography?

Yes, the last sitting photos have influenced modern photography by showcasing the power of
intimate portraiture and the emotional depth that can be captured in a single moment.

What was the public's reaction to the last sitting photos of
Marilyn Monroe?

The public's reaction was mixed; while many admired the artistry and beauty of the photos, others
felt they exposed Monroe's vulnerabilities and personal struggles.
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Explore the captivating story behind the last sitting photos of Marilyn Monroe. Discover how these
iconic images capture her timeless allure. Learn more!
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