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Description :

A classic that just keeps getting better, The Littie SAS Book is
essential for anyone learmning SAS programming. Lora Delwiche and
Susan Slaughter offer a user-friendly approach 50 readers can
guickly and easily learn the most commonly used features of the
SAS language. Each topic is presented in a self-contained two-page
layout complete with examples and graphics.The fifth edition has
been completely updated to reflect the new default cutput
introduced with SAS 9.3. In addition, there i= a now a full chapter
devoted to ODS Graphics including the SGPLOT and SGPAMNEL

The Little SAS Book: A Primer, Fifth Edition is an essential resource for
anyone looking to learn SAS (Statistical Analysis System), a powerful
software suite used for advanced analytics, business intelligence, data
management, and predictive analytics. The fifth edition of this popular book,
written by Delwiche and Slaughter, continues to provide readers with a user-
friendly introduction to the fundamentals of SAS programming. This article
delves into the book's structure, key concepts covered, and its significance
in the realm of data analysis.

Overview of The Little SAS Book

The Little SAS Book has established itself as a cornerstone for beginners in
the world of SAS programming. With its straightforward explanations and
practical examples, it caters not only to novice users but also serves as a



handy reference for experienced programmers. The fifth edition has been
updated to reflect the latest enhancements in SAS software, ensuring that
readers have access to the most current features and functionalities.

Key Features of the Fifth Edition

The fifth edition offers numerous improvements and updates over its
predecessors. Some key features include:

- Updated Examples: The book includes new and relevant examples that align
with contemporary data analysis practices.

- Clear Explanations: Each concept is explained in simple language, making it
accessible for those with little to no programming background.

- Practical Exercises: The book provides hands-on exercises that enable
readers to practice what they learn, reinforcing their understanding of the
material.

- Comprehensive Coverage: It covers a wide array of topics, from basic syntax
to advanced data step programming, ensuring a well-rounded foundation.

- Illustrative Graphics: The inclusion of visual aids and screenshots helps
clarify complex concepts and enhance learning.

Structure of the Book

The Little SAS Book is organized into several distinct sections, each
focusing on different aspects of SAS programming. The structure is designed
to guide readers from the basics to more complex data manipulation and
analysis techniques.

Part 1: Getting Started with SAS

In the opening chapters, readers are introduced to the SAS environment and
basic programming concepts. Key topics include:

- SAS Interface: An overview of the SAS windowing environment and how to
navigate it.

- Basic Syntax: Introduction to the basic syntax of SAS programming,
including the DATA and PROC steps.

- Creating Datasets: How to create and manipulate datasets within SAS, with
examples illustrating data input and output.

Part 2: Data Manipulation Techniques

Once the foundational concepts are established, the book delves into data



manipulation techniques. This section covers:

- Data Steps: Understanding the DATA step, which is crucial for data
management in SAS.

- Conditional Processing: Applying conditional statements to manipulate data
based on specific criteria.

- Merging Datasets: Techniques for combining multiple datasets into a single
dataset for comprehensive analysis.

Part 3: Statistical Procedures

The book then transitions into discussing statistical procedures available in
SAS. This section includes:

- Descriptive Statistics: Overview of how to compute and interpret basic
descriptive statistics using PROC MEANS and PROC FREQ.

- Inferential Statistics: Introduction to hypothesis testing and basic
inferential statistics, with examples using PROC TTEST and PROC ANOVA.

- Regression Analysis: A primer on regression techniques, including linear
regression, using PROC REG.

Part 4: Reporting and Output

Effective communication of data findings is crucial in data analysis, and
this section emphasizes reporting and output generation. Key topics include:

- Creating Reports: How to use PROC PRINT, PROC REPORT, and PROC TABULATE to
create informative reports.

- Graphical Output: An introduction to creating graphs and visualizations
using PROC SGPLOT and PROC GPLOT.

- Output Delivery System (0DS): Utilizing ODS to customize and control the
output format, whether for HTML, PDF, or RTF.

Part 5: Advanced Topics

For readers who wish to delve deeper, the final section covers advanced
programming topics. This includes:

- Macro Programming: An introduction to SAS macros, which enable automation
and dynamic code generation.

- SQL within SAS: Using PROC SQL for database management and querying
capabilities directly within SAS.

- Data Mining Techniques: An overview of data mining concepts and procedures
available in SAS, facilitating exploratory data analysis.



Importance of The Little SAS Book

The Little SAS Book holds a significant place in the educational landscape
for several reasons:

- Accessibility: Its clear, concise language makes complex concepts
approachable for newcomers to programming and statistics alike.

- Comprehensive Learning Tool: The book serves as both a textbook for
learning SAS and a reference guide for practitioners.

- Practical Application: By focusing on real-world examples and exercises,
the book encourages readers to apply their knowledge immediately.

Who Should Read This Book?

This book is perfect for a variety of audiences, including:

- Students: Those studying statistics, data science, or related fields will
find this book immensely helpful as a foundational text.

- Professionals: Individuals in roles such as data analysts, researchers, and
business analysts who require statistical analysis and data management
skills.

- Self-learners: Anyone interested in acquiring SAS programming skills,
regardless of background, will benefit from the step-by-step approach.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Little SAS Book: A Primer, Fifth Edition is an invaluable
resource that effectively bridges the gap between theoretical concepts and
practical application in SAS programming. Its structured approach, user-
friendly language, and comprehensive coverage make it an ideal starting point
for anyone looking to master SAS. As the field of data analysis continues to
grow, the skills gained from this book will remain relevant and essential for
navigating the complexities of data-driven decision-making. Whether you are a
beginner or an experienced user seeking to refresh your knowledge, this book
stands as a testament to the enduring importance of SAS in the world of data
analytics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Little SAS Book: A Primer, Fifth



Edition' about?

It is a comprehensive guide aimed at helping beginners learn the SAS
programming language, covering fundamental concepts, data management, and
statistical analysis.

Who are the authors of 'The Little SAS Book: A
Primer, Fifth Edition'?

The book is authored by Lora D. Delwiche and Susan J. Slaughter, both of whom
are experienced SAS users and educators.

What new features are included in the fifth edition
of 'The Little SAS Book'?

The fifth edition includes updated examples, new statistical techniques, and
enhanced coverage of the SAS Studio interface, reflecting the latest features
of SAS software.

Is 'The Little SAS Book: A Primer, Fifth Edition’
suitable for absolute beginners?

Yes, it is designed specifically for beginners with no prior experience in
programming or SAS, making it accessible for new learners.

How does 'The Little SAS Book' facilitate learning
SAS programming?

The book uses a hands-on approach with practical examples and exercises,
allowing readers to apply concepts immediately as they learn.

Can 'The Little SAS Book' be used as a reference for
advanced SAS users?

While primarily aimed at beginners, it can also serve as a useful reference
for advanced users looking to refresh their knowledge of fundamental concepts
and procedures.

Where can I purchase 'The Little SAS Book: A Primer,
Fifth Edition'?

It can be purchased from major retailers such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or
directly from the SAS Institute’s website.

Are there any accompanying resources available for
'The Little SAS Book'?

Yes, there are resources such as online tutorials, additional exercises, and
a companion website that offers supplementary materials for users.
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